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PREFACE.

At page 91 there is a statement re-
specting the infrequency of the commu-
nions of the Fathers of the Desert, which
is not quite correct, or at least which
is so worded as to leave an erroneous
impression; as Benedict XIV. has shown
- at length in his Treatise on Heroic Vir-
tue.* The misconception, which is not
an uncommon one, has arisen from the
supposition, that the Solitaries of the
Desert were so circumstanced by the
fact of their seclusion, that they could
not participate in the sacraments. It
is, however, easy to show that this
hypothesis does not rest on any solid
foundation.

The first, and by far the largest, class
of those who retired into the deserts of
Egypt and Syria consisted of monks
living together in monasteries under the

* Vol. I. p. 306. Orat. Transl,
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rule of an abbot. There is no want of
historical evidence that these were ac-
customed to assemble in church at stated
times for the purpose of hearing mass
and receiving communion. Thus, in the
rule which St. Pachomius, the founder
of the monastic life, gave to the monks
of Tabenna in the Thebaid, who were in
number about sixteen thousand under
one superior, it is enjoined that the holy
sacrifice should be offered up on Satur-
days and Sundays, and that the brethren
should communicate. Again it is rela-
ted that in the desert of Nitria there
dwelt five thousand solitaries, distributed
into fifty monasteries. They had a
Church served by eight priests, which
- was large enough to contain the whole
body, and thither they all resorted on
Saturdays and Sundays to celebrate in
common the divine offices. In like
manner the solitaries of Scetis, who
were renowned for their excessive aus-
terities, had several churches in which
they assembled. There is still extant
a discourse, which the Abbot Theonas
delivered to them, on the subject of com-
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munion. . In it he combats the error of
those monks who communicated only
once a year, on the ground that they
were unworthy to approach the divine
mysteries, “unless their souls were free
from every spot and blemish ; forget-
ting that it is by the reception of this
sacrament we attain to the sanctifica-
tion and purification of our souls.” He
then concludes ; “1It is more fitting that
we should every Sunday partake of the
Heavenly Bread, as the medicine for our
infirmities, humbly acknowledging our
inability ever to merit so great a grace,
instead of vainly and presumptuously
persuading ourselves that by the end of
the year we shall have become worthy
to receive these holy mysteries.” It is
needless to multiply instances: the above
are sufficient to prove that the monks
who lived in community, were in the
habit of communicating at least once a
week.

We now come to the solitaries who
lived, each one by himself, in laure or
cells. They were men who had previ-
ously passed a long time in some mo-
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. nastery, when their faults had been
eradicated and their virtues matured by
the exercises and mortifications of com-
munity life. Hence it frequently hap-
pened that they fixed themselves near a
monastery, and lived under obedience
to the abbot. Thus we read in Surius,
that the Abbot Gerasimus presided over
a monastery to which was attached a
laura of seventy cells. With regard to
the manner of life followed in the laure,
St. Cyril relates that for five days in
the week each one remained silent in
his cell, tasting nothing but bread, dates,
and water, and on the Saturday and
Sunday they all came to the church
where they received the Eucharist ; after
which they retired to the convent and
partook of some boiled food and a little
wine. Rufinus again, after having
spoken of the monks of Nitria, who lived
in community, continues; “There is
another spot in the heart of the desert,
distant about nine miles from Nitria,
which is called the Cells from the great
multitude of them which are found in
every direction each separate from the
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other. Hither come those who, after
having been trained in the monastery of
Nitria, and habituated to the practice of
every religious virtue, desire to lead a
more retired and hidden life; for this
desert is very extensive, and the cells
are at such a distance from each other,
that nothing can be seen or heard.” He
further adds that each one had a cell to
himself, that the strictest silence was
preserved, and that they met only on
Saturdays and Sundays in the church.

It is clear from all this that the soli-
taries of the laura had the same facilities
of participating in the Sacraments which
were enjoyed by the monks who lived
in community.

Besides those who led a life of soli-
tude in the laurae, there were others who
shut themselves up in cells, either with-
in the precincts of a monastery or in its
neighbourhood. They very seldom came
forth from their prisons, except it might
be to assemble together in church, espe-
cially on the more solemn festivals.

In addition to the opportunities af-
forded to them at these times of receiv-
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ing the Sacraments, we are told by a
very exact writer,* that “a priest used
sometimes to go and say mass in a cell
occupied by only one solitary, that he
might have the consolation of commu-
nicating. The anchorites were also al-
lowed to keep the Blessed Sacrament in
their cells, that they might receive com-
munion according to their devotion.”
St. Basil alludes to this latter custom in
a letter written about a.p. 370, to Cee-
saria, a patrician lady. He is defending
the practice which prevailed during the
times of persecution, of permitting the
laity to communicate themselves in the
absence of a priest or deacon. < All
the solitaries of the desert,” he says,
“wherever there is no priest, keep the
Eucharist in their dwellings, and com-
municate themselves.” This custom
must have seemed a very natural one
to the Egyptian anchorites, for St. Basil
continues: “At Alexandria and in Egypt
almost all the laity keep the Eucharist
at their homes, and, when they please,
administer it to themselves.”

* Bulteau ap. Marin Vies des Peres des Déserts, tom. iii., p. 370,
From;this latter work, and the Treatise of Benedict XIV, alluded
to above, all the instances which bave been cited are taken.
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There now only remains for us to con-
sider the case of those anchorites who
retired into the farthest recesses of the
desert, where they lived in complete and
perpetual seclusion from their fellow
men. Such a one was St. Paul, the first
hermit, who, to escape from the perse-
cution which was then raging, fled away
in early youth into the desert of Egypt,
and there lived in such entire solitude
for nearly a century, that he would
have died unknown, had not God, by a
special inspiration, guided St. Antony to
the place of his retreat. Such a one,
again, was St. Mary of Egypt, who, in
penance for the sins of her youth, hid
herself for forty-seven years from the
sicht and memory of men in the wilder-
ness of.Syria. “With regard to this
class of solitaries,” as Benedict XIV. ob-
serves, “it certainly cannot be proved
that they came at stated times to the
churches which were at a great distance
from them, or that a priest had access
to them.” On the other hand, it would
be rash to infer that they were wholly
cut off from the Sacraments. Some of
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them may have long retained in their
possession the Blessed Eucharist, which
the laity, in times of persecution at
least, were permitted to carry away to
their own homes. Others were, through
a particular providence of God, visited
by pious and religious persons, who ad-
ministered to them the Sacraments; as
we read of Zosimus, a monk of Pales-
tine, who brought the communion to St.
Mary of Egypt at the eve of her death.
Again, there were some who received
communion through the ministry of an-
gels. This favour, of which there are
so many instances in the later ages of
the Church, was granted to St. Ono-
phrius, who passed seventy years in the
deserts of Egypt without seeing or speak-
ing to any one. He was at length dis-
covered by St. Paphnutius, to whom he
revealed that God had fed him every
Sunday with the Bread of Life by the
hands of an angel. Sozomen, in his
Ecclesiastical History (1. vi. c¢. 29), re-
lates the same thing of Marcus, one of
the solitaries of Scetis.

It must also be remembered, that,
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while communion is necessary as a means
in order to attain eternal life, there are
two ways of receiving this Sacrament ;
one spiritual, the other sacramental.
Now Almighty God, who by a special
and extraordinary vocation called these
holy persons to embrace the eremitical
life, could, if He pleased, sustain their
souls by spiritual communion alone. Or
He might have poured forth such abun-
dant graces upon them in the few sacra-
mental communions which His provi-
dence permitted them to enjoy, that, like
the prophet Elias, they journeyed on-
wards in the strength of that heavenly
food forty days and forty nights, the full
term of their pilgrimage, to the true
Horeb, the mount of God.

To sum up what has been said, it ap-
pears that the charge of infrequent com-
munion will not hold against any but
the last class of the solitaries of the
desert ; and it has been further shown,
that even these anchorites, whose voca-
tion was singular and rare, were not
altogether deprived of a participation
in the Divine Mysteries.

THE LONDON QORATORY.

Feast of St. Peter Martyr.
M.D.CCC.LIII.
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THE LIFE

OF

B. PAUL OF THE CROSS.

BOOK II.
CHAPTER 1V.
OF FATHER PAUL’S HOPE.

TuEe world is a sea which is constantly agitated
by winds, and troubled by tempests ; but, through
the infinite mercy of God, we possess the blessing
of hope, which, like a secure anchor holds firm the
vessel of our hearts, and prevents them from being
tossed about by the storms of disorderly affection,
or immersed in the waves of tribulation, To the
holding fast of the hope set before us, which we
have as an anchor to the soul, sure and firm, and
which entereth in, even within the veil, where the
Forerunner Jesus hath entered before us. In pro-
portion as the souls of the elect are subjected to
the rudest trials, so our Lord, who never permits
any to be tempted above their strength, infuses
into their hearts a greater degree of hope, to assist
and encourage them,

Now Father Paul of the Cross had been chosen by
God for a life of toil and suffering, in imitation of
Him of whose childhood it was written, * He was in
labours from his youth,” and of whose manhood,

‘ He came into the depth of the sea, and a tempest

VOL. I, -1, -
a
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overwhelmed Him.” Hence we may reasonably
conclude that our Lord, who with such infinite
wisdom disposes all necessary means for obtaining
the destined end, had gifted His servant with a
marvellously firm hope, which should endure,
without shrinking, the severest ordeals, It was
enough to treat familiarly with the venerable
Father, to become aware of his complete trust in
God, and his utter abandonment of all things in
the hands of bis loving Lord. He imagined him-
self, as he once said in confidence to a friend, to
be a little infant in the arms of its mother, who
lifts up her child in play over the brink of a pre-
cipice, and as no one would suppose that she
meant to let her infant fall, so he could never be-
lieve that Almighty God would suffer him to be
thrown down into the abyss of hell. He walked
through this valley of tears with eyes always look-
ing upwards, as one who is waiting trustfully for
the heaven he sees above. Those around him often
observed that, as he gazed upon the sky, he broke
out into touching exclamations, such as “ IHow
beautiful is yonder country, and it is all for us.”
At other times, with tears in his eyes, he said
¢« Nothing in this life can please me that is: .t
God ; all that I hope for, all that 1 wish for, is to
go and enjoy Him, and this I trust to do through
His pure mercy, by His bitter Passion, and by the
dolours of my Mother Mary.”” While taking a
walk with one of his brethren, and discoursing
upon indifferent subjects, he suddenly exclaimed,
as he lifted up his eyes to heaven: “Do you see
that glorious country above ¢ It will one day ba
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ours.”” Then he fell into an ecstatic silence, and
it was some time before he recovered himself. He
was once asked, when in Rome, to go and see the
Villa Pinciani. “1I care not,”’ he replied, “to
see it, because I know of a better and more beau-
tiful one.” The person who invited him, believ-
ing that he spoke literally, enquired where it was.
Then Father Paul pointing to Paradise, said,
““ These are my true delights, and my only plea-
sures.” e sometimes repeated with deep feeling,
“ What more glorious sight can there be than the
starry firmament ? and that is but the pavement
of the heavenly country which I hope to see oue
day. Nothing in this world can console me, nor
can anything give me pain or trouble. It seems
a thousand years umtil I can repose in my Sove-
reign Good. Hence it was that the servant of
God took such pleasure in speaking of heaven ;
and that, whenever the subject was introduced, his
heart appeared to leap within him. It was the
greatest consolation to hear him converse upon
this happy subject ; for he treated it in so lucid a
manner, and explained so clearly the enjoyments
thereof, that many learned persons said, ¢ Father
Paul speaks better theology than we do.” Father
Marc Aurelio, of the Blessed Sacrament, a man
of profound doctrine, of sublime genius, and of
singular union with God, after hearing him speak
of Parudisc, bowed his head and said, ¢ This
Father of ours must experience the delights of
heaven to describe them so well.”

In order to adapt his language to the under-
standing of others, he sought to explain, by a
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similitude, the happiness of the blessed. Ie said
that the soul would become quite transformed in
God, and God in the soul, so that it would, so to
speak, be completely divinised. He added, “If a
drop of fresh water thrown into the sea becomes
so swallowed up and abserbed by it, that it can no
longer be distinguished from it, in the same way a
beatified epirit, which is immersed in the bound-
less ocean of the Godhead, is in a certain manuner
deitied by being united, through love, to God
Himself.”

Father Paul had proved in his youth, by his
generous renunciation of the inheritance left him
by his uncle, how stedfastly he had determined
to confide in no earthly support, and to possess no
riches out of God. And therefore it was, that
the Divine Goodness provided His servant with
all that he required, and gifted him moreover
with imperturbable peace of mind, and unclouded
tranquillity of spirit. It is not to be supposed
however, that our Lord did not try his fidelity, by
frequently withdrawing His interior sweetuess,
depriving him of His illuminations, and hiding
Himself as if in wrath. Tor many years the
venerable father was plunged into a terrible dark-
ness, in which he was constantly agitated by fears
and doubts, respecting the certainty of his salva-
tion, but faithful to Ged, he clung to Him all the
more trustfully, when he seemed most abahdoned
and forgotten by Iis Mercy. His brethren, when
they entered his room suddenly, often found him
uttering with profound sighs, such words as these,
‘O Lord, do what Thou willest with me ; torture
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me as Thou pleasest, provided Thou dost not
remove Thyself from me for ever.” At other
times he exclaimed with inexpressible ardour,
«“Thou fliest from me, O Lord, but wherever Thou
goest, I go, and I remain always. Lord! let Thy
holy will be done in me, I will suffer whatever Thou
pleasest, for I shall never cease to belong to Thee.
Flee from me as Thou wilt, I shall always follow
Thee.” It was easy to surprise him in these
outpourings of his heart, as all who wished might
enter his reom at any hour, and in the last years
of his life the saintly old maun was so deaf, that he
could not hear the noise they made in approach-
ing. If he was ever asked the cause of his loving
complaints, he answered “I amin a state which
I pray to God may never be experienced by
another.”” Then when he thought himself alone
again, he turned to the crucifix and continued,
« prize Thee so highly O infinite Goodness of my
Jesus! Thou fliest from me, O my God, but I
follow Thee and I shall be ever Thine.” Far
fram relying upon the good works he was so con-
tinually performing, he rested all his hopes upon
the infinite mercy of God, and the merits of his
loving Redeemer. ¢ There,” said he, frequently,
as he pointed to the crucifix, * There are all my
hopes.” And if any of his brethren in conference
with him manifested a fear of ever reaching Para-
dise, hé would reply that he also trembled, but
that the thought of the merits of Jesus dissipated
all his terrot. ITe always kept before his eyes,
a devout image of his crucified Lord to animate
his faith, and to encourage him to confidence. In
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proportion as his trials increased, so did the ser-
vant of God strengthen his faith, and so likewise,
did he continue to hope against hope in our Lord,
offering up from the depth of his interior dark-
ness, ejaculations of perfect conformity and aban-
donment to His most holy will. Often did he
repeat, that though he found himself in a sea of
tribulation, he conld bear to have them increasd
tenfold without losing his confidence of being
saved, through the Passion of Jesus and the pro-
tection of Mary. Sometimes he said,  What will
become of poor Paul? I am full of miseries, but I
hope to be saved. I trust through the Passion of
Christ, I trust through the intercession of our
Lady of Dolours, that I shall one day reach Para-
dise.” And again, “I know how miserably un-
grateful I have been to God, but yet I confide in
His mercy, that Ile will receive me into His Pa-
ternal Bosom.” This then was the wondrous
secret, whereby Father Paul found peace in the
midst of the most vielent interior warfare.

The feelings of the heart are not easily con-
cealed, nor could those who heard him speak of
the Divine Goodness, fail to perceive by his in.
flamed and animated countenance, that he was
almost out of himself with love and astonishment.
The same sentiments were expressed with great
vivacity in his letters, and we believe that the few
extracts we have gathered from them, will be of
no little edification to the reader. ¢ Dear Father
Fulgenzio,” he exclaimed, addressing one of his
congregation, “terrible are the trials which I have
to eadure, *etiamsi occideret me sperabo in Fum.”
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A shipwrecked mariner at the mercy of the fero-
cious waves, may not truly say, One thing alone
is my comfort, that I should lift up my eyes to
the Lord.” Another time to a devout soul he
wrote, “I see new combats preparing for me, and
who knows how I may meet them. Clouds are
gathering, darkness is increasing, terrors are
awakening, devils are assaulting me with tempta-
tions, and men with the malice of their tongues ;
within there is nothing but fighting, and desola-
tion, and wearisomeness; not to mention other
points which are indescribable, Ah, how much
more desirable is death than life. May it please
Almighty God, that all this may open for me the
road to a happy eternity. I know not how to
endure myself, but I do not lose my faith, and
trust that God will perfect His work in me.” He
made use of these words in another letter to
Father Fulgenzio, *“ All the world is against us,
50 Father Tommaso tells me; I rejoice at it, be-
cause we shall be in greater favour with God.
I thank the Divine Goodness for the prosperity of
our Ritiro at Terracina, and I feel assured that
He will never permit them to want, while they
are faithful to Him.”

e wished his own childlike trustfulness to be
shared by all the souls whom he directed. * If
your eternal salvation,” he wrote to one of them,
‘“were in your own hands, you might well trem-
ble, but being in the hands of your Heavenly
Tather, what cause have you for fear 2” And to
another, “ The prison walls are falling fast, and
the poor prisoner will soon fly away with the
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joyous liberty of the children of God. Sigh for
that blessed country, your eternal home. Let
your spirit take its flight of love thither; but,
above all, let it drink eagerly of the chalice of the
Saviour, let it be inebriated, and with what ? with
love and with suffering. One little drop of one’s
own torments thrown into the sea of sorrow of the
Divine Spouse.”

—

CHAPTER V.,

-

OF FATHER PAUL’S MARVELLOUS COURAGE IN UNDER-
TAKING ENTERPRISES FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.

Farner PAuL was not one of those teachers who
preach with earnestness what they do not care to
practise ; gifted as he was by Almighty God with
a high esteem for the theological virtue of hope,
he carelessly undertook, and undauntedly carried
out the most heroic enterprises for the Divine
glory.

The history of the Congregation of the Passion
furnishes sufficient evidence of the bold and trust-
ful spirit with which he achieved whatever the
designs of Heaven marked out for him. His first
simple exposition of his inspirations to his supe-
rior, the bishop of the diocese, his perfect obedi-
ence when sent by his authority to the Pope, his
weary journeys barefooted and bareheaded along
the rough roads, and the lonely wastes, amid the
mountain passes between Lombardy and Rome,
and his arrival at the pontifical palace, when the
one hope that had been his support under all
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trials was taken from him, and he was turned
away as unworthy to kneel at the feet of Christ’s
Vicar upon earth; every step that he took showed
the most complete diffidence in himself, and the
most unbounded confidence in Almighty God. If
any one of those who, seeing this youthful hermit
wandering through the streets of Rome in his
uncouth and penitential dress, had asked him why
he had come there alone and friendless, in that
abject and neglected garb, and had been told that
his object was to found a new and strange congre-
gation, which should be specially employed in reviv-
ing in the minds of men the memory of the most
holy passion and death of Jesus Christ; that he de-
sired to establish not one retreat only, but many
houses of this new institute, and that he expect-
ed to obtain from the Pope faculties necessary
for commencing this great work, would not such a
person have been inclined to laugh at and scorn an
idea so extravagant, and a project so visionary ?
But, if the inquirer had proceeded to ask where were
the patrons who supported him, the companions
who were to join him, the funds upon which he
relied, and further, what were his talents, what
the gifts which he possessed for carrying out an
enterprise which would doubtless have to encoun-
ter many obstacles, and to struggle against many
difficulties, and if the answer of this poor youth
had been, once more, that he had no friends, no
protector, no companions, that he had scarcely
one small coin in his possession, that he knew
little of the Latin language, and had never learned
from books anything concerning the government
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of orders, or the rules of religious houses; but,
notwithstanding his ignorance, his poverty, and
his weakness, he had so firm a faith in Him alone
who was his Friend, his Treasure, and his Power,
that he might not doubt of success in the work he
was inspired to do—would not his interrogator
decide either that he was a fanatic and a madman,
or that his heroic confidence was a supernatural
gift from God ? That it was a supernatural gift
the sequel clearly proved, for this obscure and
unknown young man was permitted to found
a congregation, of which hesaw before he died
twelve different houses ; he was enabled to obtain
approbation of his institute from several successive
pontiffs, and after many years of suffering and
contradiction, he was strengthened to consum-
mate and fulfill the wondrous designs of God’s
hidden providence over men.

When Father Paul saw the congregation in any
danger or difficulty, he used to say, “It is on
account of my sins that we do not prosper,” but
he would add, with great animation and confi-
dence, ‘‘ Take courage, we shall see ; I know very
well what wilF become of the congregation; my
sins alone hinder its progress ; still it is the work
of God, and must make its way in time.”’

In order that nothing might be wanting to con-
firm his hope, Almighty God was pleased to give
His servant the strongest assurance that he was
fulfilling the designs of Heaven, by means of
several persons remarkable for their sanctity and
learning, particularly the two holy bishops, Mgr.
Gattinara of Alessandria, and Mgr. Cavalieri, of
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Troja. Both of these prelates recognised the
iuspirations of the Holy Ghost, in the conduct of
Father Paul, and they both gave him their coun.
gel, their direction, and their fervent prayers. It
is, indeed, believed that Mgr. Cavalieri offered up
his supplications in behalf of the then budding
institute after his death, for Father Giovan Bat-
tista, a man who was reserved in his conversation,
and not at all inclined to be credulous, related, that
a servant of God being in prayer, beheld in spirit
the bishop’s soul going up to heaven, and per-
ceived, that after thanking the Blessed Trinity
for his eternal salvation, he petitioned for the
maintenance and progress of the Congregation of
the Passion.

Thus did Father Paul, with that hopeful spirit
of his, go joyously onwards through all the toils
and fatigues of his long and laborious life. It is
not to be supposed that he did not feel their wea-
risomeness. God even gave him a keener percep-
tion than most men of the bitterness of his trials,
in order to enhance the merit of his crown, but at
the same time Ie bestowed upon Iis servant a
bravery and fortitude which encouraged and even
consoled him under his heaviest burdens. In his
last years, while walking in Rome with his con-
fessor, he ingenuously exclaimed, ¢ O, what suffer-
ings ! what rude treatments have I met with in
this city !” And in the last journey which he
made to the retreats of Monte-Argentaro, upon
the road between Rome and Civita-Vecchia, his
companion, speaking to him in the pleasant strain
which Father Paul used when he compared him.-



12 B. PAUL OF THE CROSS.

self, out of lumility, to a beast, inquired if he
had ever carried burdens along these roads, and
he replied in the sawe tone, ¢ Burdens, aye, whole
cart loads. I went about, in the beginning of my
work, from Rome to Monte-Argentaro always on
foot, through the piercing cold of winter, and the
burning heat of summer. ¢ O, what suffering!”
he added, “ the trust I always placed in God was
the only support of the congregation, otherwise it
must have sunk under the opposition which it had
to encounter.”

Since a true knowledge of the gifts of God only
renders more lowly the heart that receives them,
Father Paul recognising the light and strength
which he had been vouchsafed from on high, was
careful not to attribute to himself the smallest par-
ticle of what he had performed. If, haply others
spoke of the good he had wrought amongst sinning
souls, and of the merit he had thus acquired, he
quietly replied, ““I have no confidence but in the
merits of the Passion of Jesus Christ.” Looking
mournfully upon the crucifiz, he said he had
never done anything well, that he had spoilt every
good work, that he was a sinner, and deserved
hell, and yet when he thought of the love and good-
ness of Jesus, he was filled with consolation, and
threw himself entirely into His meroiful arms,

Full of this confidence, he pursued his course
with untiring patience. He did not neglect any
ordinary human means to eunsure the success of
his labours, for that he said would be tempting
instead of honouring God, but he used all as in-
struments, while he relied upon Heaven alone for
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the result. He had often upon his lips those
words of Christ, *Without Me you can do no-
thing;” and, again, the text from St. James,
“ Every best gift, and every perfect gift is from
above.”

He earnestly recommended to his religious an
utter diffidence in themselves, a simple trust in
God, frequent prayer, and the recollection of the
Divine Presence, saying, “ If we were men of
prayer and truly humble, looking up to God for
all things, He would make use of us poor and
miserable as we are, to do great works for Hig
glory.” This was indeed, under all circumstances,
the conduct of Father Paul. When he had done all
that Christian prudence suggested, he gave up to
God alone the care of himself and his congrega-
tion. This, too, was his constant practice in the
foundation of the different retreats., The expense
of his first building at Monte-Argentaro, was esti-
mated at more than a million Roman crowns, and
he had scarcely a farthing in his possession when
he began it. Nevertheless, full of faith, he com-
menced the work without delay, and himself
marked out the plan uwpon the ground with his
little stick.

When he afterwards found it was necessary
to have another retreat for the novices in a more
healthy part of the mountain, he did not hesitate
to commence a new edifice. He invoked the assis-
tance of God, chose a suitable spot for the build-
ing, and, beginning with a small alms which he
had given him, was speedily enabled, by Divine
Providence, to pursue and complete his design.
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In every other foundation God was his inexhausti-
ble treasury. Ie possessed nothing of his own,
and yet he undertook to raise edifices, poor indeed,
but still provided with decent churches, and with
every requisite accommodation for religious com.
munities. In these enterprises he had often to
struggle with all that fierce opposition which the
works of God are sure to meet with from devils,
and even sometimes from good men, who are
actuated by a false zeal, or deceived by calumni-
ous representations. In such tempests as these,
Father Paul never lost heart ; he did not appear
even over anxious for success, but, with his hopesin
the hands of God, and his eyes fixed upon heaveu,
he waited for providence to take care of its own
work. The same steadfast faith was his rule in
all his missionary labours ; when he was once con-
vinced he was deing God’s will, he paid no atten-
tion to his own weakness, his infirmities, or his
danger. He went to preach in the Maremme,
when the air was known to be most injurious,
and when he was already suffering frem a feverish
attack, and it was a striking lesson in Christian
confidence to see him going through all sorts of
perils, with no other protection but his trust in
God. “Through the help of Providence,” he
wrote to one of his brethren, “I have returned
from the mission safe and sound, after all that I
had to fear from the vielent tempests of wind and
rain, and the almost impassable state of the
roads.”

It was a matter of astonishment, not so much
to our fathers, who so well knew his courage, but
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to many seculars to find the servant of God setting
off for a mission when he had scarcely strength to
stand. He no sooner reached the platform than
he appeared a perfectly different man, so mar-
vellously was he revived and supported by Him
who gives force to the helpless, and makes His
power triumph over weakness. He was not, how-
ever, accustomed to commence a mission without
being perfectly assured of the will of God. He was
most unwilling that either he or his brethren should
intrude themselves, through an irregular or capri-
cious zeal, without the legitimate call of superiors,
If his services were demanded, he rejoiced in the
Lord ; if they were not wished for, he resigned
himself with perfect indifference.

Upon this subject he wrote thus to one of our
fathers: ¢ TFather N. writes me word that the
mission to the infidels is nothing but smoke, be-
cause there seems now no fitting opportunity for
it ; I adore and bless the Divine Will, and hope for
some greater work for the congregation : these
are secrets of Providence. God who knows our
wants, will not permit our subjects to be cut off
from us, while there are so many calls for them.”
Thus does one, whose heart is united with God,
abandon himself entirely to the guidance of His
Holy Spirit. “Qui adheeret Domino unus spi-
ritus est,”
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CHAPTER VL

OF FATHER PAUL'S SUCCESS IN INSPIRING OTHERS WITH
CONFIDENCE IN GOD, JOINED TO HOLY FEAR,

Farner Pavr used all his endeavours to infuse
into the hearts of others that uunshaken confi-
dence which so completely possessed his own.
In this manner it was that, during his missions
and spiritual exercises, he gained to God the most
hardened sinners. After having roused the ter-
rors of his audience by laying before them the
awful truths of faith, he allayed their fears with
the most consoling pictures of the mercies of God,
He dwelt especially upon the merits of the Pas-
gion of Christ, and while he revealed the depths
of love and tenderness which are hidden in the
sufferings of Jesus, his hearers were melted into
tears, and thus his sermon always ended amidst
sobs and groans, and one universal cry for pardon,
It would scarcely be possible to relate the nume-
rous conversions which were the fruits of such
sermons as these, but we will briefly recall a foew
instances which may give some idea of the effica-
cious impression produced by the loving voice of
the Good Shepherd, tenderly calling back to the
fold His wandering sheep. Father Paul was giving
a mission in a certain town, and one night, after
the last sermon, he was returning home quite
worn out with his labours, when he mect a man
who was standing thoughtfully, with hig head
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buried in his hands, in the attitude of one who
is in need of help and consolation. The servant
of God could not pass his sorrowing brother with-
out giving him a word of comfort, so he gently
said to him, “ Would you like to come to confes-
sion?”” The man replied, ““ O yes, Father.” * Come
* then,” returned the missionary, * come home with
me.” The poor penitent made his confession with
the most extraordinary marks of compunction ; he
accused himself with so many tears and sighs,
that the holy father almost expected to see him
die of grief at his feet. Desirous of discovering
the particular means God had made use of to
touch his heart, he asked him what had first
moved him to repentance. The man replied that,
as he was travelling through the country, he went
to church to hear one of the discourses of the mis.
sion. The whole sermon struck him extremely, but
when the preacher at last raised the crucifix in
his hands and exclaimed, ‘Behold this divine
blood ! Behold these precious wounds! Behold
these arms which created heaven and earth, out-
stretched upon the cross to receive repentant
sinners 1”’ he had felt entirely overcome at the
remembrance of his outrages against his loving
Redeemer, After reciting this touching instance
of God’s compassion upon a soul which had so
long neglected Him, Father Paul shed many tears,
and exclaimed in the ardour of his zeal, <O, if I
were only thirty years younger, I would go all
over the world preaching the Divine Mercy.”
The same soothing motives of hope and of confi-
dence won the heart of an unhappy sinner, who

VOL. II.—2.
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had determined to die in his guilt ; but, after listen-
ing to a sermon of Father Paul’s, he was so struck
by the goodness of God, that he went immediately
to confession, and led ever afterwards alife of true
‘penance.

The servant of God was accustomed to receive his
penitents with the greatest affection, and when he
saw them penetrated with sorrow, he would encou-
rage them, saying, *“ Be of good heart, and cast
away all fear and doubt; I take upon my own
shoulders the sins of your past life ; think now
only of the future, and leave the past to me.”
The devil once tried to disturb his peace of heart,
and shake his confidence, by saying to him, in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament : “ Unhappy
man, you have taken upon yourself the sins of
others ; you will be sorry for it at the judgment-
day.” But the venerable Father calling to mind
that Jesus Christ est propitiatio pro peccatis nos-
tris, went with child-like simplicity to the feet of
His Lord, saying, “ Behold, O my God, how I have
loaded myself with the sins of others for Thy love,
do Thou look to them ; I unburden myself of
them to Thee.” Having thus placed his load
upon the sacred shoulders of that loving Redeemer
who bore with the wood of Ilis Cross the weight of
of all our sins, he was perfectly tranquillised ; and
he persevered in the same affectionate aud encou-
raging demeanour towards all who sought his aid,
This was the reason why Father Paul’s penitents
went about speaking openly of the tender treat-
ment and kind reception they mot with from him.

/’ The fame of his gentle and winning ways spread
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far and wide, so that not only during missions, but
at other times, many robbers and criminals used
to come eagerly to seek at his hands peace and
reconciliation with God.

Amongst numerous instances which are related
in the Processes, the following is sufficient to
inspire hope in the most abandoned. The servant
of God arrived late one night at Mont’-Alto, and
went straight, according to his custom, to visit
the Blessed Sacrament. As he left the church,
he observed a man leaning against the doorway,
whose countenance told a tale of desolation and
despair. Father Paul asked him why he stood
there, and the miserable wretch no sooner heard
his voice, than he felt moved to open his whole
heart to him, and he exclaimed, * Ah, Father Paul,
I have made a compact with the devil, and this
very night he is to come and carry me away.”
The good Father, full of compassion for this
unhappy man’s fate, used every argument to
induce him to coufide in the Divine Goodness, and
to convince him that it is never too late to return
to God. At length the despairing sinner beheld
a ray of hepe in the abyssinto which he had fallen;
he took courage, and resolved to throw himself con-
fidently into the arms of God’s infinite mercy. He
followed Father Paul to a retired spot, confessed
himself, and was happily delivered from the power
of his dreadful enemy.

The influence of the servant of God over
these hardened sinners was so remarkable,
that a priest deposed in the Processes that het
seemed to have been specially sent by Almighty
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God for the conversion and salvation of these
men,

But as the virtues of a generous confidence and
trusting faith are necessary, not ouly to bring sin-
ners to repentance, but also to encourage holy
souls to take lofty flights up the mount of evan-
gelical perfection, so Father Paul differed widely
from those directors who guide souls by means of
fear, and keep them always in a state of pusil-
lanimity and cowardice. He inculcated cou-
rage, confidence, and holy freedom. He was
a great enemy to scruples, and to every thing
which disturbed the peace of an intimate union
with God. There was nothing he had oftener up-
on his lips in conferences and conversations upon
perfection, than words of encouragement and con-
solation.

The witnesses who deposed in the Processes,
have preserved, for our edification, the words
which we are about to quote, so that the reader
may at least have the comfort of knowing his sen-
timents, although he can no longer hear his voice.
He was in the Retreat of the Presentation, at
Monte Argentaro, when one day, at recreation he
thus spoke to his brethren: * I well know that
young beginners in the Divine service are apt to
be discouraged on account of the imperfections into
which they fall. But whenever you find yourselves
inclined to fear, lift up your hearts lovingly to
God, and be assured that your defects are in the
sight of Iis infinite goodness but as a few threads
of tow cast into a sea of fire. Figure to your-
selves,” he continued, “a burning furnace, as vast
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as the hemisphere we inhabit; if a piece of tow
were thrown into it, would it not be so absorbed in
the fire as instantly to disappear? Now, our God
is a consuming fire, as it is written, ¢ Deus noster
ignis consumens est,” and our imperfections, com-
pared with His goodness, are what a piece of tow
is to the furnace. When, therefore, we have
fallen, let us humble ourselves sorrowfully in His
presence, and then, with an act of unbounded
confidence, let us throw ourselves into the ocean
of His goodness, where every failing will be can-
celled, and doubt will be turned into love.”

To a Religious who was of a timorous disposi-
tion, he said : “ Where is the father who, carrying
his little child in his arms, would let him fall to
the ground on purpose ? And if even an earthly
parent could do this, our heavenly Father could
not. Courage must be your motto in the service
of God.” These exhortations were made wiih so
much earnestness and vivacity, that none could
doubt he had received a singular gift for encou-
raging and animating souls to heroic acts of vir-
tue. And to him might well be applied those
words of Jeremiah the prophet, *“ The Lord has
given me a wise and discreet tongue for the conso-
lation of the timid and the weak,”

The confidence which the venerable Father
reposed in God, was accompanied by that holy
fear which is the beginning of wisdom, and wh'ch
gives stability and security to the spiritual edifice.
Ile used to relate with trembling awe, those
examples in Scripture of men who had once been
boly, but who, neglecting the Lord in little things
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fell by degrees into greater, and were at last eter-
nally reproved by God. The state of abandon-
ment in which this servant of God often found
himself, furnished him with constant motives for
fear, and thus it was that his hope was hindered
from becoming presumption,

CHAPTER VIL

OF THE SPECIAL ASSISTANCE AND LOVING PROTECTION
BY WHICH OUR LORD SHOWED HOW PLEASING IN HIS
SIGIIT WAS THE LIVELY HOPE OF HIS SERVANT,

To Father Paul’s confidence in God must
be attributed, more thaun to any other cause,
the marvellous fruit of his missions. He was
accustomed to prepare himself by study of the
matter he was about to preach, but far more by
interior recollection and union with God. Upon
this subject he used to say: * Would it not be an
act of simple folly for any one to let fall a drop of
spring water into the ocean with the expectation
of making the whole sea fresh ? Just as absurd is
it for a soul to believe herself capable of the least
good, without the help and special assistance of
God. From the moment we attribute to curselves
the least credit in what we perform, God humbles
and confounds us, and ceases to employ us to de
great things for His glory. Science without true
humility only puffs us up; but humility, united
to prayer and confidence in heaven alone, causes
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God to work wonders through us in the conversion
of souls.” In this manner did Father Paul engage
in his favour the assistance of God, who so visibly
aided him, and by whose powerful protection he
appeared to be completely overshadowed while he
was labouring for his neighhour’s good.

With equal clemency and mercy the Almighty
wafched over him in all the difficulties attending
the foundation of his institute. When he was
forsaken by any of his companions and disciples,
it was natural that he should be somewhat pained,
for it cost him much to direct and instruct them,
and it was not an easy matter to have them
ordained in those days, when the congregation
had not yet obtained the privilege of receiving
orders upon the title of poverty. Nevertheless,
Father Paul, who well knew that God Iimself
cultivated those chosen plants, which like flowers
growing on Calvary, and watered with the Blood
of our blessed Redeemer, were to diffuse around a
sweet odour of Jesus Christ, was never agitated,
never cast down, but reposed all his care upon his
Lord, and with an act of confidence in Him,
exclaimed : *Every tree that my heavenly Father
hath not planted shall be rooted up.” * Few and
good!” he would say, “ God has no need of any one
—1T trust entirely to Him—the congregation is [Tis
own. His were the lights which were given me
to found it. It is for Him to look to its advance-
ment.”

With the same hopeful feelings he consoled
himself at the death of any religious, who seemed
one of the pillars of his little edifice. When he
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found himself in temporal privations, he used to
say, “I am not afraid; I have found by experi-
ence that God has always provided for us. When
we were two he gave us enough for two, when
four for four, and so on ; verifying His own Divine
words, °Seek first the Kingdom of God, and all
other things shall be added to you;’ aund ‘Be not
solicitous, saying, what shall we eat, and what
shall we drink, &ec.””” Some of our dear brethren
who were persuaded that there would be a diffi-
culty in living at Rome, advised the venerable
Father not to begin that foundation with so
numerous a family as thirty-three ; but the ser.
vant of God replied that he trusted to Providence,
who would never let them want, as in fact the
sequel proved. What happened with regard to
the Roman Retreat, was experienced at all the
other foundations. All were begun in great
poverty, and although, as a loving trial of the
faith of His servant, Almighty God permitted
them for a short time to suffer some little priva-
tions, yet in the end He always furnished them
with a sufficient provision. And it is a source of
much gratitude and praise to God, that in those
days our Religious never sought alms, but sub-
sisted upon what was spontaneously offered them ;
and that in the times of the greatest scarcity,
there were always persons found who, moved by
an impulse of charity, brought them all they
needed.

It sometimes happened that when the dinner-
hour came, the supply of bread failed, but the
providence of God could not fail; and asif to
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encourage us to live without a thought of earthly
things, He sent relief when it was least expected.
Thus, upon a festival day, at the Retreat of S,
Maria del Cerro, the rector of the house was com-
ing out of the church, when he met a pious person,
who asked him what his religious were doing.
The Father replied that they were at table read-
inz not eating, because they had no bread ; upon
which the other brought forth a basket of provi-
sions which he had with him, and sent it in to the
monastery. The rector, full of gratitude, said
that on this, as on many other occasions, Provi-
dence had always taken care of them,

Father Paul seeing the powerful protection of
heaven thus constantly oxtended over his little
congregation, earnestly exhorted the rectors to
throw aside all excessive anxiety to see their houses
well provided, and recommended them to be
solicitous rather to preserve amongst their reli-
gious a spirit of prayer, of rotirement, and of
exact observance, IHe told them that since God
had enabled them to found twelve Retreats, they
need not fear lest He should now forsake them,
“ Let us only be faithful to Him,” he continued,
‘and let us not doubt.” He did not object to the
collection of alms which were made at certain
times ; but he enjoined the collectors not to be
importunate, saying, *‘ These poor good seculars
do not like to be teased, and we are in danger of
losing the true spirit of our vocation by going
about too much.” He was not alarmed when the
season proved adverse, and the harvest scanty ;
and he once wrote in these words to a benefactor,
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““The frost has ruined the vines, and it is feared
there will be a scarcity of corn, but the granaries
of our heavenly Master can never fail.”’ Ile
wished to see bis feelings shared by all those
whom he directed, or who came to him for advice.
He did not find fault with the ordinary means for
procuring money suggested by the rules of pru-
dence, but he never could approve of the methods
made use of by some, which he said helped to
excite avarice, and to delude those who had con-
ceived expectations from them. ¢ As to the lot-
tery tickets,” he wrote to a friend, ‘I beg you to
renounce so silly an idea. That is not the way to
provide for a house which is to be a nursery for
holy souls. I never had the folly to ask you
for any numbers. Absit!”

To accustom him to this total independence of
earthly support, Almighty God tried him in vari-
ous ways. Out of obedience to the Holy Spirit,
who guided him, he made his first journey to
Rome without the slightest provision ; but when
amidst the Genoese mountains he was fainting
from want, and had no means of procuring relief,
Providence sent him, as we have elsewhere related,,
some police-officers, who received him with the
most affectionate charity. Encouraged by the
loving care of his Leord, he ever afterwards made
his voyages without taking any money with him
and when an alms was offered him, he generally
refused it in favour of the poor. In his extreme
old age, when he was in need of some particular,
restorative, our Lord, who holds in His hands the
hearts of men, moved a pious person to take him,
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an alms with the express condition that it should
be spent in procuring some delicacy for the vene-
rable Father. The infirmarian, who found this
happen upon several occasions, went about saying,
* God provides this servant of His with every
thing that he wants, because he relies upon Him
alone,” He was travelling once with two of his
brethren towards Valentano, and by some mis-
chance they lost their way in a wood ; they wan-
dered about till they were completely exhausted
with fatigue and want of nourishment, not having
taken any food for four-and-twenty hours. But God
at length looked down upon the needs of Ilis ser-
vants, and provided for their relief. He so disposed
that a pious lady, who resided at a short distance,
observed the good religious, and immediately con-
ceiving that F. Paul might be amongst them, she
resolved to go out to meet them. It seems that
her lusband at first was not much pleased with
this proceeding, but conquered by the fervent
charity of his consort, he consented to accompany
ler, and gave the Fathers a pressing invitation to
take some rest and refreshment, at his house. His
compassion and devotion were so excited by the
sight of them, that he insisted upon washing
Father Paul’s feet, and perceiving that several
large thorns had entered into his flesh, he
extracted them with no little pain to poor Paul,
as may be easily imagined. They were all
treated with the greatest hospitality, and when
they took their leave, their host and hostess felt as
if they had been entertaining our blessed Lord
Himself.
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The good signora was amply recompensed
by God for her charity; for when some time
afterwards she was attacked by a severe illness,
which placed her life in imminent danger, Father
Paul knowing her situation by a miraculous inspi-
ration, and being aware also that she was suffering
violent temptations to despair, resolved to go to
her assistance. When he reached the house, he
found her in a profound lethargy ; but he imme-
diately went up to her, and accosted her in an
authoritative tone, * Angela, what are these
doubts which pass through your mind, and why
do you despair of your eternal salvation? Do you
forget how good God is?” and he went on sug-
gesting to her various motives of hope and confi-
dence in the Divine Mercy. These words pro-
duced an instantaneous effect upon the sick person.
She roused herself from her lethargy, and began
to enjoy a sweet confidence in the mercies of God,
joined to a lively sense of the Divine Goodness,
aud before long she was perfectly restored to
health.

Another time F. Paul was again on his way
to Valentano, and had courageously undertaken
the journey on foot, although he was suffer-
ing from an attack of fever. IHe lodged one night
in a monastery at Bolsena, and intended to pro-
ceed to his destination the next morning. But
upon rising he found his strength so prostrated,
that it was impossible for him to walk much fur-
ther. He therefore resolved to embark on the
lake below Bolsena, and thus to spare himself
sowe fatigue, by performing as much of bis jour-
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ney as he could by water. Father Fulgenzio of
Jesus was with him, and they went down to the
lake together, to entreat a boatman to transport
them out of charity on their way to Valentano.
This man, with a barshness which is not often
used towards religious, positively refused to take
them, although Father Paul offered him a note,
by which he could procure payment for his trou-
ble, and renewed his solicitations in the most
humble manner, At last, seeing no resource but
in Providence, he recommended himself and his
desires to God, trusting to have from Him what
he could not obtain from the rude and cruel boat-
man. At that moment a gentleman on horseback
made his appearance, and coming up to the ser-
vant of God, asked if he were Father Paul, The
venerable Father replied in the affirmative, and
added that he was waiting to cross the lake, but
could find no one to take him, because he had nol
ready money to pay for his passage. The gentle-
man no sooner heard this, than he went up to the
boatman, gave him the price he asked, and then
returned to take leave of the religious, Father
Paul, whose heart was sensibly alive to such an
act of kindness, thanked him most warmly, and
offered to celebrate a mass for him; but his bene-
factor said he would not put him under such an
obligation, and only recommended himself to hig
prayers. When the good Fathers reached Valen-
tano, they knew not where to find a lodging ; but
here again Providence was their refuge, and they
soon met with a gentleman of the place, who took
them home to his own house, and treated them
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with all possible hospitality. The servant of God,
when he called to mind all these instances of the
affectionate care of his Lord, melted into tears,
exclaiming, “I ought to burn with love for God,
to correspond with the tender thoughtful charity
He has shown towards me.”

The Divine protection was exhibited still more
strikingly in the miraculous preservation of the
holy Father’s life upon several different occasions,
‘When he was quite a young man, he was once
attacked by robbers, who intended to take away
not only his property but his life. He had re-
course to prayer to God for preservation, and
then, with great humility he entreated the ruf-
fians to spare him out of charity, Strange to say,
those merciless hearts were so moved by his peti-
tions, that they contented themselves with taking
his money, and then left him in peace. Another
time he was travelling with a lay brother, and, as
they were both very tired, they sat down under a
tree to rest, when suddenly the holy Father rose
and said, ‘It is not well for us to be here, let us
go somewhere else.”” No sooner had they left the
tree, than it fell to the ground without a moment’s
notice,* and must have inevitably crushed them
had they remained there. Our Blessed Lord in
His wondrous goodness aud compassion for those
who trust in Him, gives them even more than
they ask, as a reward for their confidence. The
servant of God met a master fisherman once, on
the sea shore near Portercole, who gave him a
history of his misfortunes, saying that for three or
four months he had caught nothing, that the ex-
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pense of keeping his men at work had made him
run into debt, and that his nets instead of coming
up full of fish, were often destroyed with holes
which were torn in them by the rocks; he ended
by imploring the holy Father to help him by at
least blessing his fishing-tackle. Touched with
the distress of the poor man, Father Paul sought
the aid of Qur Blessed Saviour, who had had com-
passion on His own Apostles in a similar conjune-
ture, and, with his usual devotion to Mary, he
desired the people to recite her Litanies: then
taking his crucifix he blessed the sea and the
nets, and told them to have a lively faith and God
would assist them. He pursued his journey, and
the fisherman that very night went out with his
boats, and caught so much fish that he was ena-
bled to pay all his debts, and to send a generous
alms to one of our Retreats, out of gratitude for
the benefit he had received.

During the year 1766, there was a great scarcity
of grain in the city of Corneto, and our benefactor
Signor Domenico Costantini, found that the pro-
vision in his magazine would not nearly suffice for
his family and dependents, until harvest time.
Father Paul arrived at Corneto just when this fact
was discovered. Signor Costantini begged the as.
sistance of his prayers, and conducted him to look
at the corn in the granary. The servant of God
blessed it with much fervour, and desired his friend
not to fear. After his departure the grain was all
threshed at once, and, wonderful to relate, the
small quantity of flour which it produced, lasted
until the month of August, not only for the main-
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tenance of the family, but for the support of the
work-peoplo in the country, and for the liberal
supply which those good souls always distributed to
the poor. This prodigious increase was recognised
by all to be a miracle wrought through the faith of
Father Paul, Alluding to all these signal favours
God had bestowed upon him, the Ioly Father
used to say, *“ If God had only opened my eyes to
sco the perils I have escaped, and the favours I
have received through him, some day or other I
must have fallen dead with love and sorrow at the
foot of Ilis altar.”” We have now seen why it was
that he desired nothing upon earth but continual
sufferings and tribulation, because he was sus-
tained by that hope which made him seek all his
comfort in heaven, and without which the life of
one who loves God would be inconceivably weari-
some, tedious, and intolerable. It was hope which
gavo him that lofty and generous soul ; it was hope
which inspired him with courage and energy in
the greatest difficulties, it was hope which made
him often say *God will help us; our Lord has
supported us in so many trials, Ile will carry us
through this;"” it was hope which bore him up, and
strengthened him and consoled him in his under-
takings because it was inspired and animated by
that Divine Charity which the lloly Spirit had so
abundantly infused into the soul of llis servant,
as we are now about to see. 2
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CHAPTER VIIL
OF HIS CHARITY TOWARDS GOD.

Gob is charity, and he that abideth in charity
abideth in God. God is Himself love, and he
whose happy faith it is to lead a life of love lives
in God and God in him. His soul being one with
his Lord, partakes abundantly of the Divine com-
munications, and becomes so much richer, by how
much more it is closely and perfectly united with
God, so that it may be truly said, he is most holy
who has most love. The Divine Goodness, who
intended Father Paul to perform great things for
His glory, deigned to enkindle in his heart a won-
derful fire of charity, to enable him more effica-
ciously to increase in the souls of others those
flames which Jesus came to cast upon earth. And
well did the whole course of his life prove how
fervently he loved God, and how sincerely he che-
rished his neighbour for the love of God.

From the moment that he began to taste the
sweetness of Gtod, his whole heart, all his pleasure
and all his delight were centered in Him. When
quite a youth he could not resist pouring forth to
his intimate friends the amorous effusions of his
heart, which consisted in touching protestations
of his faithful unwavering love. And hence it
was, that in his tenderest years, his greatest hap-

piness was to be in the house of God, to serve at
VOL, I1.—3.
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the holy sacrifice of the mass, and to assist at the
sacred functions. IHe was to be seen there per-
fectly recollected and immoveable, and with so
singular a gift of prayer, that it was already
accompanied with tears of devotion. Our Lord,
who wished him to become strong by following
the path of tribulations, disposed him by spiritual
consolations for the trials he was to encounter in
the foundations of the congregation, which, as
he said, was to commence at a time when the
whole world was in ruins.

And, as sincere charity always brings with it
burning zeal, the young Paul received so strong a
hatred for offences against God, so eager a desire
of exterminating sin, that he went about with a
crucifix in his hands, preaching and calling upon
all to return to the love of their good God. In
his transports of fervour, he desired that his
body, as well as his soul, should be sacrificed to
love ; he tortured his flesh with the most cruel
austerities, and as he once said, jestingly, of him.-
self, through his continual fasts and other mortifi-
cations, his skin cleaved to his bones. This, how-
ever, did not induce him to relent, but his consti-
tution, which was never strong, at last gave way,
and the poor youth fell into an illness from which
he only recovered with great difficulty.

His heart was so strongly agitated with this
absorbing charity, that he seemed unable to con-
tain it within his breast, and the two ribs on his
left side became considerably elevated. It is not
known precisely at what time this extraordinary
palpitation began, but it was remarked that it
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went on increasing, sometimes with more, some-
times with less violence, but never ceasing as
long as he lived. It was deposed by those who
were his constant companions, that upon Fridays it
became more impetuous, and caused him more pain,
so that sometimes he let fall sighs and groans which
inspired devotion in all who heard them. And
although the servant of God endeavoured to con-
ceal the cause of these sufferings, he could not
prevent the elevation of bis side from being
noticed by otliers upon several occasions.

The following deposition was made under so-
lemn oath in the processes, by a learned professor
of medicine. “I believe the charity of Father
Paul of the Cross to have been particularly in-
tense and heroic, insomuch that it prevented his
heart from remaining in its natural circumference,
and caused an enlargement in the left ventricle.
The palpitations and pains which he suffered,
sufficiently proved this to me. But I was more
strongly confirmed in my opinion about ten years
since, when I was called to attend Father Paul
during his illness at the retreat at Vetralla. Upon
that occasion I had to bleed him in the right arm,
and I noticed that the ribs of the left side were
curved and raised higher than those of the right ;
desiring to be certain of this fact, I examined
and felt with my hand this curvature and eleva-
tion, which I found to be exactly what it appeared.
It was then that I took the resolution, that if I
happened to be present at the holy father’s death,
I would cause his body to be opened, under the
firm conviction that his heart would be found

3
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impressed with some sign of the Passion, of the
archangel St. Michael, or some other supernatural
mark, which had occasioned the. above-mentioned
elevation and curvature.” To the same cause,
namely, the love with which he burned for God,
may be attributed the extraordinary heat of his
chest, which often made the woollen cloth which
he wore next him appear scorched, as if it had
been next to a fire,

- Father Paul being thus iuflamed with heavenly
love, continued always increasing in ardour. By
the practice of the most heroic acts of virtne he
purified his soul, and removed from it every stain
which could lessen the fervour of his charity. He
was particularly diligent in keeping far from
him the least thing capable of displeasing God,
and his confessor attested that he once said to
him, “ Since my conversion,” (he always applied
the term of conversion to the commencement of
his penitent life, when he was about nineteen
years of age,) “I do not remember having ever
committed a mortal sin, or even a deliberate venial
one.” '

He was most exact in the observance of the
Divine law and of the evangelical counsels. His
heart was so completely given to God, that he
had no affection left for creatures, and he told his
confessor, “I am wicked indeed, but I am not a
thief ; I have zealously preserved all my love for
God, and in saving souls, I have cared only that
they should love Him.” He appeared never sati-
ated with thinking of his Sovereign Good ; for
many years he had practised the pious custom of
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walking always in the Divine Preésence, and of
adoring God everywhere by faith, “If I were
asked,” he again said to the same confessor, * at
any moment of what I was thinking, it appears to
me that I could always reply, of God.” Out of his
tender affection for God, he was constantly feel-
ing the most eager desires to burst from the
earthly tenement of his body, and to be face to
face with his only Good. His companions some-
times told him that he would do much for God’s
glory by remaining on earth, but he impatiently
replied, *“ No, all 1 wish for is to be united to
Him.”

This burning heart of his was frequently throw.
ing out, as it were, sparks of love, by the most
touching and ferveut aspirations, Ie had a great
devotion for repeating the Trisagion, which he said
was a song from heaven. During his illness, he’
used to break forth into such impetuous exclama-
tions, and such floods of tears, that those who
heard him wondered at his strength. Even the
seculars who charitably entertained him at their
houses, observing him through pious -curiosity,
often beheld his countenance inflamed, and his
eyes wet with tears. When the servant of God
thought he was discovered, he would try to con-
ceal the cause of liis emotion, by saying that he
suffered from violent internal agitation. In order
to bear ever in mind that he belonged entirely to
Jesus crucified. he dropped his family name, and
assumed that of the cross. He wrote to one of
his friends, “I have no longer the name which
you give me in your letter, but only that which I
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sign below.” But he went to still further lengths
than this, for, by way of consecrating himself more
visibly and painfully to his Lord, he marked upon
his breast with a red-hot iron a cross, with the
letters J. C. The impression remained till his
death, and was then distinctly seen and observed
by several persons.

Father Paul’s highest happiness was to speak
of God and of His greatness. He thoroughly ab-
horred worldly discourses, and with singular dex-
terity he generally contrived to cut them short
directly they were started. He conversed about hea-
venly things with marvellous sweetness and grace ;
he became gradually more and more excited, his
countenance grew inflamed, the colour came into
his cheeks, and he looked like a seraphim. The
most intelligent persons listened with astonishment
when he treated of the divine attributes and per-.
fections. He went into the depths of that pro-
found abyss, saying how impossible it was for any
human intellect to comprehend the infinite, eter-
nal, immense God, and how all that we could con-
ceive of Him in this life, was nothing compared
to what He was in Himself. He lamented and
deplored with bitter tears the ingratitude of men
who corresponded so coldly to the unbounded
gooduness of God; and he would repeat, “ What !
A God made man! A God crucified! A God
dead! A God hidden under the sacramental spe-
cies! Who? a God!” And then he was for some
time silent in a sort of eestatic stupor. He then
continued to exclaim, 0O, burning charity! O’
passionate love! Who ? and for whom ? O, un- .
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grateful creatures! How is it that you love not
God! I would that it were possible to set all the
world on fire with love, Ah! for a little strength
to go out into the open fields preaching my dear

crucified Jesus, our good Father dying upon the.

cross for us sinners!”

Although the servant of God spoke with all this
vivacity of feeling, he truly believed himself to
have not so much as a spark of love in his breast ;
and he wrote thus to a devout soul: “ My dear
daughter in Christ, I reply to your letter to-day,
as we have already celebrated the first vespers of
the octave of our infinite love in the Blessed
Sacrament. I would fain say great things to you,
but when one loves not, one cannot speak of love;
there is a language which love alone can teach.
I read your letter at Orbetello, and on my return
to the retreat towards evening, my spirit wished
to say many things to your heart, but earth is
silent before the greatness of God, Sileat terra.
Mauach I meant to say, but I am dumb. Listen, O
my daughter, to the Divine Spouse, and let Him
teach you. I would desire to be cousumed with
love; but what doI say ? I speak of what I know
not. Ah! my good God, teach me what I ought
to say, I would fain be all on fire with love.
More, I would sing in those flames, and magnify
the great mercies which increated love has im-
pacted to your soul. Tell me, then, my daughter,
should not the poor miserable father be grateful
to God for the superabundant graces He has
bestowed upon His child 2 It should indeed be so,
bat I know not how to feel it. To be convulsed

B
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with love for this great God is little; to be con-
sumed for Him is little ; what, then, shall we do 2
Ah, let us lead a life of prolonged agonies for the
sake of our Heavenly Love. Alas! do you think
I have said what I ought 2 No, for I would say
much more, and I cannot. Do you know what
consoles me 2 It is that our great God is that
Infinite Good which He is, and that no one can
love Him or praise Him as He deserves. I rejoice
that He loves Himself infinitely. I rejoice in His
essential Beatitude, which none can deprive Him
of. But I am foolish; would it not be better that,
like a moth, I should precipitate myself into the
flames of charity, and be reduced to nothing in
that Divine Al1? But this is a work of love, and
I, through my wicked life, am unworthy of such a
transport. My thirst is so great, that whole rivers
would not slake it; only the ocean could satisfy
me—the sea of the flames of love. Tell this to
your Divine Spouse.”

In a letter to another pious person, he ex-
claimed, “ O sweet embraces of love! O Divine
caresses, when shall we burn like seraphim and
be consumed with love!” And again: “What
shall we do, my daughter, to show our gratitude
to our sweetest Jesus!| Ah, I desire that such a
fire should be enkindled in us, as would burn all
who came near us, and not only them, but all peo-
ple, tribes, tongues, and nations, in a word, every
living creature, that all might know and love the
Sovereign Good.”

Being invited to profess some novices, the ven-
erable father preached with-—great unction from
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the text, “ Go you also into my vineyard ;” he
then gave the benediction of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, and in doing so his countenance became so
inflamed that it seemed all on fire.

He went upon one occasion to the Carmelite
convent at Vetralla, and discoursed to the nuns
upon the love of God, taking for his text those
words of the Gospel, < He that thirsteth, let him
come to Me;” and the fervour with which he
spoke appeared to transport him out of himself,
Wishing to excite cenfidence in those religious,
he told them that frequent communion was a most
effi cacious means for uniting themselves with God,
and that they were to cast doubts boldly away,
which words were of great service to the holy
virgins, and appeared to have been specially in-
spired by God, as some of them suffered a great
deal from pusillanimity and fear. To this day the
community speaks of the sermon on * He that
thirsteth,” &c., and gratefully recall the fervour
and devotion it introduced amongst them.

He was in Rome on account of certain affairs
of our congregation, in the month of May,
and was lodging with some of our benefactors,
when one day, after the hour of repose, his com-
panion, who was accustomed to wait till the holy
father called him, after expecting him for more
than two hours, at last went straight to his room
to look for him. Upon entering, (these are the
very words of his attestation in the processes,) he
seemed to find himself in paradise, so great was
the consolation given him by the sight of the ser-
vant of God, whose face darted forth rays like the
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sun. Approaching the bed, he exclaimed, with
simplicity, “I see now, Father, why you did not
call me—all for your reverence, and nothing for
me.” The good Father, in whose soul the divine
favours always produced their right effect, namely,
an increase of holy humility, replied, «“ Be quiet,
and miud you say not a word of this to any
one.”

Another time Father Paul was discoursing on
gpiritual matters in the house of Signora Maria
Giovanna Grazi, our great benefactress at Orbe-
tello, and he suddenly began to speak with won-
drous ardour and impetuosity. The pious lady
raised her eyes to look at him, and saw to her
surprise a marked alteration in his countenance,
it beamed so brightly that she was obliged to
turn away. He presently concluded abruptly,
saying to his companion, *“ Let us retire,” and he
went quickly to his room, leaving the Signora filled
with wonder and devotion.

Once, in his hermit days, when he was with the
Bishop of Troja, they were one day contemplating
together the dolours of Mary, when Paul proposed
that they should recite the symbol of the apostles,
and upon promouncing the words ‘Incarnatus
est,” he was so overcome with the piercing thought
of tlie wondrous abasement of the Son of God,
and of the bitter woes of Mary His Mother, that
he lost his senses in a violent transport of love.
Not less admirable is what we are about to relate.
Father Paul had given a mission at Fabrica, and,
upon its conclusion, left to preach another at
Corchiano. He was followed on his road by seve-
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tal gentlemen of the former place, who accompa-
nied him out of affection for his person. As they
went along, the venerable Father was full of cheer-
fulness and holy joy. When they arrived at a place
called Cinque Cerque, Father Paul began to ad-
mire the landscape, which was then adorned in its
brightest spring dress of flowers and herbs. Ie
was led to speak of the beauty and amenity of
that joyous sight, and making use of the visible
creatures to raise his thoughts to the Omnipotent
Creator, he alluded to the greatness of God, and
exclaimed, * O great God! O grandeur of God !”
So saying, his body was completely carried away
by his spirit, and just as he was lifting up his
arms to heaven, he was elevated about two palms
from the ground, and remained in an ecstasy
for some time. Those who accompanied him were
moved to tears by so marvellous a sight, but he
upon returning to himself, quietly and prudently
went ou talking as if nothing had happened.

As the servant of God continually fed his soul
with the contemplation of the Divine Perfections,
he could never weary of speaking about them to
others, and hence, when he was amongst his bre-
thren, his conversation, even in times of recrea-
tion, was always of God. He introduced the sub-
ject simply and naturally, he relieved it occasion-
ally with some little pleasantry, then he went on
talking in his winning wav of the love of God, and
of union with Him, adding an appropriate anec-
dote or fact that had come under his notice. It
must be allowed that in this power of his, he had,
80 to speak, a celestial art, so that none who heard
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him could help being delighted. They would have
liked the recreation to have had no end, and they
came away from it as recollected as from a medi-
tation. His conversation produced a still more
wonderful effect upon a pious lady, who was lis-
tening to him when he was quite young, and be-
fore he had attained that vehemence of charity,
which God infused into his soul at a later period.
But he spoke even then with so much sweetness
and unction, that his devout hearer, following the
loving attraction of the Divine Goodness, was
transported out of her senses by his words,

One of the strongest proofs of the reality of
Father Paul’s charity, was his jealousy of God’s
honour, and the acute pain he suffered at the
sight of the offences committed against Him. The
hatred he had for sin is not to be described ; he
could not hear it named without shuddering.
When he preached on the malice of mortal sin,
his internal sorrow showed itself in'the pallor of
his face, and the agitation of his whole person.
None could doubt in beholding him, that if he
might bhave sacrificed his life to prevent a sin, he
would willingly have done so. When he heard of
any particular outrage against God, or knew that
the holy Church was suffering, that the rich and
great set an evil example to the poor and lowly,
or that the priests neglected to correspond to their
high vocation, he wept, and groaned, and sighed,
and struck his breast, saying: My sins are the
cause of all this, my infidelities are moving God
to anger.”” He would willingly have braved the
most cruel and barbarous of deaths, to remedy:
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the disorders of Christendom. His greatest cross
in his illnesses, was his inability to do anything
to prevent offences against God, With tears in
his eyes he cried out, *Ab, if I could only work!
but I am not able, I am no longer a labourer.”
While he had any strength left him, he used to go
out into the open country, preaching with such
tender compassion the sufferings of the innocent
Lamb immolated for our sins, that several worthy
ecclesiastics said of him, *This good father will
one of these days drop down dead in the middle
of his meditations on the Passion.” In his ser-
mons, with an utter disregard of human respect,
he inveighed against the disorders which were
most prevalent. If any persons sought to impede
the fruit of his missions, he opposed them with
all the indignant zeal of his apostolic character,
Thus, when he was preaching in a certain town,
where the principal person of the place gave any-
thing but good example, Father Paul boldly sent
him word not to dare to disturb the good order of
the missions, or hinder its fruit by his wicked
actions, With the same holy liberty, whenever
he saw God offended, he feared no danger, but
freely reprehended the guilty, and the miraculous
effects produced by his corrections, clearly proved
that he was inspired by God. He was once travel-
ling in the Roman Campagna, when he met a
labourer ploughing the fields, who because Lis
beasts were not quite so docile as he wished,
uttered the most revolting blasphemies, The ser-
vant of God with great charity gently admonished
him, and tried to persuade him to acknowledge
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his fault. But the wretched man, unmoved by
his paternal advice, continued his dreadful lan-
guage, and then turning his rage against Father
Paul, he seized a musket which was near, with
the intention of firing upon him. The good father,
more terrified at the blasphemies with which God
was insulted, than at the danger which threatened
himself, raised his crucifix in his hands and said :
“If you will not respect your Saviour, at least these
beasts will acknowledge Him.” At his words the
oxen, as if they understood and wished to repair
the outrages offered to their Creator, fell down on
their knees before the servant of God. The
ploughman at this prodigy entered into himself;
he threw down his weapou, and casting himself at
the feet of Father Paul, he asked his pardon, and
begged to be allowed to follow him and to make
his peace with God.

The truest test of perfect charity is a willingness
to suffer for the object beloved. Father Paul often
repeated upon this subject a reflection he had made
in his hermitage of the Annunziata, on Monte Ar-
gentaro. ‘One day,” he said, “ being very cold, I
wished to light a fire ; accordingly I picked up in
the arbour some dry well-seasoned sticks, and found
that in a short time they made a great blaze.
And why did they ignite so easily ? Because they
had been long exposed to cold, and frost, and sun,
and heat, and so had become quite dry and
withered. Thus,” he added, * does it happen with
our souls ; if we want them to burn with the fire
of Divine love, we must let them be purified by
trials and hardships, by temptations and persecu-
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tions,” In the same strain he wrote to a pious
person: “O my dear daughter! happy is that
soul which is detached from its own pleasure, from
its own feeling, from its own understanding. This
is indeed a lofty lesson, but God will teach it you,
if you place your whole contentment in the cross
of Christ, and in dying upon that Cross to all that
is not God. As for the contempt, the slights, and
the derisions you have to bear, receive them all
with the greatest gratitude, and let them form a
pile upon which you are to be immolated as a
victim of love,”

Our Lord was pleased to give his servant Paul
many opportunities of suffering for the glory of
His name and the promotion of devotion towards
His life-giving Passion. His whole life was spent
in labours and fatigues, and in the journeys to and
fro to found new Retreats, and to direct those
already established. He founded altogether four-
teen houses, including the Hospice at Rome, and
the Convent of Passionist nuns at Corneto. Many
other works he also undertook for the Divine
glory, and in all of them he had to encounter
much opposition and many vexations. One was
the project of a Penitentiary for women, concern-
ing which he spoke to Pope Clement XIV., but
which was never completed, on account of the
benefactor changing his design. Still greater,
however, were the labours and sufferings of his
apostolic life : witness the missions which he
preached in towns and villages, the exercises he
gave to monasteries, the colloquies, conferences,
and correspondence he held with so many persons,
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all of which abundantly prove that his charity
was always working and never growing weary in
the Divine service. Like a docile child, he left
everything to the amorous guidance of the Spirit
of his heavenly Father. Before all his enterprises,
he sought with great earnestness to purify his
heart, and to keep his intention fixed upon no
other end but God. He often repeated with deep
feeling, *Propter magnam gloriam Dei.,”” He
had learnt from his early director, the wise and
holy bishop Gattinara, the practice of making an
examen upon purity of intention in his actions,
many times during the day. He derived so much
profit from this exercise that he said to his con-
fessor, It seems to me that I have always acted
from a pure motive, and I have often renewed my
intentions twenty times in one sermon.” He had
so high an esteem for this virtue that he said, « I
should consider myself a reprobate if I robbed
Almighty God of His own gifts.”

The hardest of all the trials love has to bear
is suffering ; it is like water thrown upon a fire to
put it out, but the charity of our servant of God
was too strong and too glowing to be easily ex-
tinguished. In the first years of his dedication
to the service of God, it pleased the Divine
Majesty to visit him with many special lights and
graces, but at the same time Ie was preparing
for him greater crosses and trials, In his interior
revelations he was permitted to hear these words:
«“I will show thee what great things thou shalt
suffer for My name.” In a vision he saw a
discipline with golden chains, upon which was
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inscribed “ Amor,” to signify that his scourge was
to be one of love. Upon one occasion, while pray-
ing before the Blessed Sacrament, his spirit took
a loving flight towards Jesus, when a voice said to
him, ¢ Son, he who approaches Me approaches
thorns.” Another time, he was standing absorbed
in prayer in the sanctuary of the most Holy Trin-
ity at Gaeta, when an angel came to him with a
golden cross, and our Lord interiorly said to him,
«I will make thee another Job.” With these and
similar favours did Almighty God, who disposes
all things with admirable sweetness, prepare His
servant for future afflictions. And these Divine
inspirations inflamed his heart with so ardent a
desire for suffering, that he used to say he had an
insatiable hunger for crosses. It was not long
before our Lord began to satisfy his cravings. No
sooner was he clothed with the holy habit, than he
was tormented during many hours of the day with
the most horrible desolations, temptations, and
internal derelictions, insomuch that every one else
appeared happy compared to him. As he advanc-
ed in years, the frequency and intensity of these
spiritual martyrdoms increased, and he said in
counfidence to his confessor, * For fifty years I do
not remember to have passed a single day without
interior darkness. Woe read of souls having deso-
lations for five, ten, fifteen years, but as for me,
I cannot think of it without shuddering.” And
he spoke this because out of his great humility he
feared having been guilty of some hidden infi-
delity, and he said with St. Austin, ** Many things

have my eyes known, which I know not.”
VOL. 11, —4.
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When he contemplated his interior, he used to
tremble from head to feot with the fear of being eter-
nally lost, and he said he should feel joyful if he
were sure of remaining in Purgatory till the end of
the world, because, then at least he should one day
see God. He would have been thankful to die
with the feelings of contrition of many of the poor
sinners whom he assisted in their last moments,
so great was his terror and apprehension of the
awful judgment. At these times nothing could
console or relieve him, and his confessor found no
better means than changing the discourse, for in
his case words of comfort only increased his pain.
He often repeated in the bitterness of his heart
the lamentation of the prophet Jeremias, *Ile
hath shut up my ways with square stones, he hath
torned my paths upside down,” and those of
Ezechiel, “Lamentations and canticles and woe.”
In this sea of sorrow, his usual exercise was per-
fect abandonment to the Divine Will. Having
read that St. Gertrude recited daily a corona,
composed of the words ¢ Fiat voluntas Tua,” he
began also to practise a devotion so acceptable to
God. With equal sentiments of conformity he
exclaimed, * Just and true are Thy judgments, O
Lord. Thou hast done all things justly, for we
have sinned and disobeyed Thy law.” God once
showed him an immense heap of crosses, and at
the same time taught him to cast his little will
into the vast ocean of the will of God; the holy
father obeyed, and the crosses vanished. Thus
then it was that he spent his time between suffer-
ing and love, realizing what he wrote to a devout
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soul, ¢ One of the clearest signs we can give of lov-
ing God, is to seek nothing but His Divine pleasure,
and to follow promptly the least sign of His will.
Just as melted wax in the hands of an arti-
ficer, such ought the soul to be in the hands of
God. My soul is liquefied that my Beloved may
speak.” If in this resignation to the Divine Will
he found no sensible sweetness, he derived at
least, much esteem for suffering. Hence he often
replied to those who asked him how he was, that
he was well; he felt no pain in his gout, nor in
his sciatica, nor in his rheumatism, nor in any
other of his illnesses, because he remembered that
by suffering he pleased God and merited for him-
self an abundance of glory in the next world, to
which the troubles of this were not worthy to be
be compared.

CHAPTER IX.

OF FATHER PAUL’S PERFECT CONFORMITY TO TIE MOST
HOLY WILL OF GOD.

It was impossible to mistake in our venerable
gervant of God, the true mark and countersign
of a soul that really loves. ‘ Fideles in dilectione
acquiescent illi.””  The will of Father Paul was so
united to the will of God, that he seemed to have
no other rule for his life or guidance for his con-
duct. TLis was his sphere, his centre, his repose,
and bis resting-place ; hence he was never agitated,
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never disturbed, and when anything did not suc-
ceed with him, he only said, ““ Leave all to God,
let His will be done, I desire neither more nor less
than what God desires, for time and for eternity.”
He expressed the same sentiments under all mis-
fortunes, ‘‘May the most amiable will of God
be done!” he exclaimed, meekly bowing his
head. And he often quoted our Blessed Lord’s
words in the Gospel, ** 1 eame not to do My own
will, but the will of Him who sent Me,” and,
again, * My food is to do the will of My Father.”
He well knew that this is the true secret of gain-
ing the heart of God, and interesting Him in our
behalf. ¢ He will do the will of them that fear
Him ;” and that he who opposes the Divine Will,
can never enjoy peace. * Who shall resist Him
and have peace?” In all the troubles and difficul-
ties he met with in the commencement of his
congregation, this was his only resource. Raising
his eyes to heaven, in an attitude of the deepest
submission and confidence, he would say, “The
will of God,” then taking off his cap and reve-
rently bowing his head, he would add, “ Fiat vo-
luntas Tua;” with a smiling countenance, he
would explain himself, saying, « When God sends
us crosses and misfortunes, we must bow down
and humble ourselves, because, if we raise our
heads, He will give us ten strokes where lie only
intended one, and if we lower them, He will hardly
give us one where He intended ten.”

Many and bitter, however, were the trials which
the servant of God had to endure, in order to ren-
der his conformity perfect and heroic. Ourreader
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caa hardly have forgotten how his life was inter-
woven with sufferings, and how many sorrowful
events happened to wound his heart. e bore
them all with uncomplaining meekness, and when
the cougregation to which he had sacrificed his
whole life was threatened with dissolution, he aban-
doned his work to God’s pleasure without a mur-
mur. “The institute is born,”’ he wrote, ¢ but I
see that it is not improbable it may die in its very
infancy. I prepare myself for all, and resign my-
self to behold this work done or undone, just as
God wishes.” In another letter he said, “ On my
return from Rome, where our affairs have pro-
gressed according to the Divine Pleasure, and to
my eutire satisfaction, because I wish for nething
but the accomplishment of the Will of God,” &ec.
His mazim was to receive all afflictions straight
from the hands of God, without so much as look-
ing at the instruments through which they came.
He made use of the following similitude, “ Sup-
pose,” he said to his brethren,  you had gone into
the garden to gather fruit, and a heavy shower of
rain came on, what would you dof Without
doubt you would seek shelter in the shed. So,
when there is a storm of tribulations and vexa-
tions, where should you take refuge but in the
holy will of God, under whose shadow nothing can
hurt you ¥’

To a soul whem he directed, he wrote, “ My
daughter in Christ, when, O when, shall we bo
dead to all, that we may live only to God! O
precious death, more desirable than life, death
which renders us divine, because it transforms us
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into God through love. St. John Chrysostom says,
¢ Silentium quod lutum praebet figulo idem ipse
prebe Conditori tuo,” words of deep import, sig-
nifying that we are to imitate in our conduct
to God, the silence of clay in the hands of the
potter. It is equally passive whether he puts it
to an honourable or an ignominious use, whether
hie breaks it in pieces, or fashions it into vases
for the galleries of kings. Bear in mind this
lesson.”

“ The desires which God gives us for the good
of souls and the assistance of holy Church, are
excellent, but you must let them be consumed in
the flame of the love of God, from which they pro-
ceed, and wait until He produces their effects ;
in the meantime cultivate the best of all de-
sires, which is that of pleasing God in all things,
and nourishing yourself with Iis holy will. Feed
upon the will of God, and drink the chalice of
Jesus with your eyes shut, so that you may not
sece what is inside ; let it be enough for you to
koow that 1t is the cup of your sweet Jesus.
Above all, form to yourself a constant habit of
resignation, by making frequently such acts as
these, O beloved Will, O most holy Will of God, I
love thee ! May the most sweet will of my Hea-
venly Father be ever blessed ! O most Holy Will,
O most sweet Will, be my food! The food of my
Jesus was to do the will of Iis Father, mine shall
be the same.

«The last part of your letter pleased me ex-
tremely, showing me how much God does for your
soul. O, what graces! O what gifts! Now it
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is that you feel what is really sweet and precious,
The time will come when you will know no other
food but crosses, which were the food of your
Saviour. Nourish yourself with them plentifully,
and be in peace, for this food requires to be
digested in interior solitude.”

From all that we have said of the charity of the
venerable Father, we may well conclude that his
was a love burning in a heart detached and puri-
fied from every earthly affection, a love which
raised itself above all meaner things, that it might
delight in God alone, a love which, although tried
by the most terrible desolation and abandonment
fastened itself generously to the cross, and fol-
lowed Jesus unto the darkness and the bitterness
of death, without ever seeking comfort or relief.
It was this love which gave to all the virtues of
Father Paul, their heroicity, while it left him
to suffer from the absence of all sensible union
with God, and with the piercing thought that he
might possibly not be in possession of the only
good he valued, and out of whom he could not
find either repose or peace.

In this manner it was, that his charity fortified
with the food of tribulation, while it became
strong under temptations, indefatigable in labours,
imperturbable under misfortunes, left him always
ill-satisfied with himself. In the acts of love
which he made in the superior part of his soul,
he was permitted to feel no sweetness or consola-
tion in the inferior part, so that he was continu-
ally plunged into an overwhelming dread of hav-
ing lost God, and in this state of profound grief,
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between suffering and loving, he passed the
greater part of his life, When he heard any one
speak with unusual energy of the loss of God, he
endured so terrible a martyrdom, that he con-
fessed he would rather have suffered death. He
was once giving the exercises at Vetralla, and
when he came to the meditation on Lell, pene-
trated with horror at the idea of eternal reproba-
tion, he exclaimed, * Never to see God ! Always
without God !”” with a thrilling emphasis en the
words never and always, which seemed to tear his
very leart, and then he added, with fresh terror,
* O how miserable a necessity, to hate for ever
Hin who has loved us from all eternity !”

CHAPTER X,

OF THE GIFT OF PRAYER POSSESSED BY THE SERVANT
OF GOD, AND EXCELLENT ADVICE WHICH HE GAVE TO
80ULS, IN ORDER TO DIRECT THEM SAFELY IN THE
WAY OF HOLY PRAYER. p

Tae interior school, in which B. Paul learned
lessons so sublime, was holy prayer : aund this was
the heavenly furnace, in which his soul became so
greatly inflamed with the love of God, who is an
inextinguishable fire of charity. Our God is a
consuming fire,”” (Ileb. xii. 29.) In prayer, his
love went on constantly increasing ; to prayer he
felt himself drawn with the greatest sweetness,
and to prayer he gave himself eutirely; showing
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clearly by this means, how sincerely he loved
God, according to the words of St. Chrysostom,
« Prayer is a sign of great love.”

Our Saint’s love for holy prayer canmot be ex-
pressed in words ; in prayer was his strength, in
prayer, his repose, in prayer, his treasure. From
his early youth, he had been accustomed to rise
in the night, and go barefooted with his brother,
John Baptist, to an Oratory, under a staircase, to
recite there the Divine office, and converse with
the Divine Majesty, in the silence and tranquillity
of those nocturnal hours. Afterwards, it may be
said that prayer was his eontinual exercise, and
to keep himself united with God, hLis constant
employment. Besides the time that he devoted
to it, with the other Religious, he usually rose
early in the morning, to converse longer with God
in prayer, and sometimes to prepare himself to
celebrate Mass, inflaming his heart with a great
increase of love and desire of Jesus in His Sacra-
ment. He lost not a moment of the time left at
his disposal, but jealously profited by it, to unite
himself more closely to God, and more lovingly
plunge himself iuto that Ocean of Goodness. Feor
this reason, he loved to be alone, and to enjoy the
peace of solitude ; and if sometimes he had reason
to leave the house, he diligently endeavoured to re-
turn thither speedily, that he might enjoy God in
tranquillity.  The time of sickness was for him a
precious time of more continual recollection ; he
wished to be left almost constantly alone, and
with his windows closed, and thus he spent lis
time in reciting vocal prayers, or in conversing -
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silently in loly recollection with God: hence his
<companiou often said to him, as he himself
attests, ‘“ Are you always praying?” and he an-
swered, *Such, at least, is my intention.” Fre-
quenily, says the same witness, I entered the room,
and lie never saw me ; but I found bim in deep
recollection ; and sometimes, on calling bim, he
seemed to awake from a profound sleep, and I pur-
posely said, I am sorry to have awakened you,”
when he replied, ““I was not asleep, it is my cus-
tom to remain in that position,” but his custom
was, to be in prayer.

In order to conceive a just idea of B. Paal's gift
of prayer, we must hear his Confessor, to whom he
confided the secrets of his soul, follm;ving that wise
and useful maxim of devotion, which he taught to
-other souls in these words: ¢ Be secret from crea-
'tures, excepting your directorand spiritual Father;”
-adding that this is one of the most certain signs and
-effects, left by the true gifts of God. The Confessor
says: *“ From the beginning of his conversion, he
several times told me, that our Lord had granted
him a great gift of prayer, and that he felt bimself
so absorbed in God, that he would have desired
never to separate himself from Him.” He
was often ravished ¢ extra semsus,” in sublime
ecstacies ; hence, one day a goed Capuchin lay-
brother said to him, * Father, it seems to me, you
wish to mount up to heaven.” From the begin-
ning, he gave himself to meditation on the Life
and Passion of Jesus Christ, and such, and so
great was his interior compunction, so abundant
-his affections, and so copious his tears, that it
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would not be easy to describe them. Our Lord,
accommodating Himself to his spirit, as he was
then only a beginner, showed him in frequent
visions, the mysteries of His hely Life and Pas-
sion ; and finally, in saying the holy Rosary, Jesus
showed Himself to him, as a beautiful Infant,
Soon, however, He deprived him of these more
seusible graces, and began to visit him with graces
more spiritual, and removed from the senses;
lience the visions granted him were intellectual,
aud understanding was infused into his soul by
the way of impression ; in the same manner as
the form of the seal is imprinted on soft wax;
and in such communications, God made him uu-
derstand so many, and such great truths, regard-
ing the mysteries of the holy Faith, that, as he used
to say to his director, a room full of books would
not have sufficed to explain them. From this
source therefore, we may believe to have pro-
ceeded that heavenly knowledge of the things of
God, with which he was adorned, and which, with
so much clearness and fervour, he used to impart
to others. Besides the truths of Faith, our Lord
made known to him the tribulations with which
ile should try him, and the great work of the
foundation of the Congregation, in which Hoe in-
tended to use him as an instrument. By these
lights and heavenly graces, his mind was so
strengthened, comforted, and encouraged, that he
would have passed on, amidst swords and hatchets,
Iie told me, that not knewing hew to explain
otherwise to his director, what he received from
our Liord, in these intimate communications, and
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the effacts they produced in him, he made use of
the following similitude, ‘‘Imagine thaf you have
in your hands, a dish of very fine gold, aud that
you pour therein, the essence of the finest, rarest,
and most exquisite perfumes, that afterwards you
plunge into it, a fine cambric handkerchief, and
smell it on taking it out ; it is certain that this
handkerchief would send forth a most delicious
perfume, composed of all scents; it is thus with
my soul when it receives these close and secret
communications,” His Divine Majesty continued
to anoint aud perfume him, for the space of
twelve years, with the unction of His mercy ; and
during this space, He also occasionally visited
him with aridity and great desolations, to prepare
him for the counflict; but they were not so fre-
quent, nor of so long duration. God, who “est
ludens in orbe terrarum,” was pleased, if we may
so speak, lovingly to divert Himself with His ser-
vant, and He left him during the remainder of his
life, that is, for the space of about fifty years, in
those most horrible derelictions, aridities, and
interior desolations, giving him, however, now and
then, though rarely, and for a short time, somo
interval of comfort, during which he appeared
inflamed like a seraph, and spoke with such fire
and ardour of heavenly things, that he enkindled
the same fire also in his hearers, and was himself
greatly strengthened and encouraged, to bear
heroic generosity, his interior martyrdom. Dur-
ing the period of his greatest darkuess, after giv-
ing me an account of his soul, he said to me,
« Though I am in so miserable a condition, that
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I seem to myself to be without faith, without hope,
and without charity, and not to possess even that
natural light which other men have, so that I
seem to be like a beast, nevertheless, if I were
asxed at any time whatever, *“ What are you think-
ing of ? it seems to me that I should reply, that
in the depth of my soul, I have none but God pre-
sent with me.”” Ience, we may conclude, that
his prayer was more continual, noble, excellent,
and sublime, in proportion as it was more hidden,
and deprived of all sensible pleasure, and he unsed
to say, “ It seems to me impossible not to think
of God, our minds being entirely filled with God,
and we ourselves wholly in God.” And to some
one who did not clearly understand this, he said,
¢« But we have these truths in the Pater noster ;
do you not say, qui es in ceelis? This spiritual
heaven is our soul, and there the Divine Majesty
has His throne ; how then is it possible to forget
God, and not to love Him 2"

It is not surprising that he who so continually
practised this divine exercise of prayer should
have discoursed so well upon it, and on the man-
ner of performing it ; he was an excellent master
therein. When he was speaking to any one of
prayer, and persuading him to practise it, he ex-
pressed himself with so much grace and unction,
that he seemed to communicate to him the spirit
of prayer. He always spoke excellently on prayer,
like a great master, and immediately understood
whatever was said to him regarding it; but before
answering, he seemed to be lost in thought, and
then said : “ That is enough—1I understand—you
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must do so and so.”” And he very often by some
similitude explained the manner in which this
soul should act conformably to the spirit of God,
who is the sovereign master of prayer, and adapted
to her necessities. In order to excite in every
one a love of prayer, he was never tired of saying,
that in holy prayer the soul is united and traus-
formed into God by charity and love; and in
saying this, the affections of his heart were so
vehement, that he declared his desire of being
wholly absorbed in God, and his countenance
became inflamed, a mark of the greater fire that
burned in his breast. He would have desired that
every one should give himself to prayer, and to
conversing with God. He was, if I may so speak,
inconsolable because so few kunew the treasure
that is found in prayer, and in union with the
supreme good; and he was convinced that the
road to precipices is easily opened when prayer is
abandoned. He never failed to give all sorts of
persons suitable advice to guide them in all the
different ways of holy prayer, in order not to
impede the sublime works and the delicate opera-
tions of divine grace, in that intimate communica-
tion and familiar converse that well-disposed souls
enjoy with their most loving God. Those, how-
ever, with whom he more freely poured forth bLis
heart, and his intense desire of seeing the practice
of holy prayer extended, were the religious of
his congregation. To them, in order that they
might be well disposed for the grace of boly
prayer, and might always preserve the fruit of it,
he recommended particularly to keep themselves
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in the presence of God; not by a dry and sterile
exercise, but lovingly, tranquilly, and quietly, that
they might be imbued with the spirit of God, and
he inculcated its frequent remembrance as a power-
ful means of keeping the soul closely united to
God in holy charity. He repeated with great
feeling the advice given by God Himself to
Abraham: ““ Walk before me, and be perfect ;"
and that beautiful promise made to the faithful
soul: “I will espouse thee to Mpyself in faith,”
Sometimes he would say, “Status divinus oritur in
anima, ex continua Dei memoria,” adding, that
silence and retirement were two most powerful
and efficacious means to raise the soul to God, and
totally inflame it with the love of the Sovereign
Good, confirming his opinion with Divine author.
ity : * Sedebit solitarius et tacebit, quia levavit
super se. Dum medium silentium tenerent omnia,
et nox in suo cursu medium iter haberet, Omnipo-
teus sermo tuus, Domine, a regalibus sedibus venit.”
And in explanation of these words he said: *“ When
the soul keeps her passions in subjection, when she
keeps herself recollected in God, when she walks in
lively faith, which form the silence and the mid-
night that God requires, then the Divine Word is
born in the soul by a unativity wholly spiritual,
wholly divine.”

And as by dissipation, the most precious trea-
sures are lost, and the most profound recollection
destroyed, he earnestly recommended souls, who
possessed such gifts, to proceed with great caution
and circumspection, endeavouring to maintain
interior recollection, even in the midst of occupa-
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tions, turning frequently to God interiorly, and
resting in Him, and keeping a4 guard on the seuses,
chiefly the eyes; since, as he said, * He who stands
at the door, or at the windows of a house, sees
indeed, what is done outside, but not what goes
on within ; on the contrary, he who keeps retired
in the house, knows all that is done therein.”
And he added, “ He who shall practise modesty
in looks, shall acquire recollection of heart.” As
our venerable Father knew, that to the faithful
soul is promised an increase of talents and divine
gifts, he admonished souls who had the gift of
prayer, to be faithful to our Lord by the practice
of holy virtues, and chiefly humility, trying to
keep their secret according to those words, ‘*Se-
cretum meum mihi,” (Isaize xxiv. 16.) and to hum-
ble themselves on all occasions.  We must, he
said keep always in our own territories, and with-
in our own boundaries, which are nothinguness and
sin, then God will more readily draw us into His
own, and absorb us wholly and entirely in His in-
finite immensity.” He used often also to exhort
devout persons to keep the temple of the soul well
guarded, having always burning before the altar
of the heart, the three lamps of Faith, Hope, and
Charity, and also to keep the fire of Divine love
always lighted on the altar of the heart, remem-
bering the command of God in the old Law: “Ignis
in altare semper ardebit.”” These were his most
frequent instructions and exhortations, to souls
who had the gift of prayer; and he used to make
use of parables and similitudes, to engrave them
on the minds of his hearers; und to imitate our
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Blessed Saviour, on such occasion he would say,
s Jesus Christ, the Master of Truth, spake not to
them withoat parables ;” therefore do you listen
to this parable, &ec.

Those souls who had not the gift of prayer he
exhorted to exercise themselves during the day,
in aspirations and ejaculations to God, taking
advantage of what they saw and heard. ¢If, for
example,” he would say, “you see flowers on
going into the garden, say to one of them, ¢ Tu
quis es £” it will not reply, I am a flower ; no, it
will say, ‘ego vox,” I am a preacher, who preaches
the power, wisdom, goodness, beauty, and pru-
dence of the great God.” He recommended, that
afterwards, as if they had received such an an.
swer, they should allow it to sink deeply into the
heart, that it might be entirely penetrated with it.

He was, as we have said, an enemy to scruples,
which so greatly disturb the mind, and prevent it
from relishing the sweetness of the Divine Law,
He wished that all should burn with the fire of
Divine love. ‘‘Lose yourselves,” he would say,
“entirely in God, rest your soul in the Divine
bosom of the Heavenly Father.” As a remedy
against other interior troubles, he exhorted all to
invoke the Holy name of Jesus; and in order to ex-
plain by an appropriate similitude, the wonderful
effects of peace and tranquillity that follow, from
the invocation of this Name of salvation and grace,
he used to relate, that being once at a place near
the sea, for the good of souls, he was invited by some
fishermen to witness the fishing, and when he

went, he saw that as the sea was rough they
VOL. 11, -5,
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threw oil into it from time to time, and where it
fell the waters became calm, and the fishermen
could see the fish and eatch them. He, who well
knew that everything contains instruction for
him who is inclined to profit by it, drew from this
an important lesson; that is, that when the soul
is agitated like the sea in a storm, we should fre-
quently throw oil upon it, by the invocation of the
most holy Name of Jesus, of which it is written
in the Sacred Canticles, * Oleum effusum nomen
tuum.” Cant. 1, 2.

How excellent a master was the servant of God
in that science which he continually studied at
the feet of Jesus Crucified is known yet more
clearly from his letters, which preserve to us with
the greatest fidelity not only his sentiments but
all his words. It was his maxim, that each one
ought to have the food that suits his stomach;
therefore he guided souls in the manner he knew
to be most profitable to each. To beginners, as a
tender nurse, ““Lac potum dabat,” and he thus
wrote to a Master of Novices regarding them, *I
received your valuable letter this moruing, and I
rejoice to hear of the faveurs granted by God, to
these His servauts, especially to Father N., who,
though he begins to have the gift of prayer, must
be carefully watched, that he may not relax in
the practice of virtue, and the imitation of Jesus
Christ ; taking always to prayer some Mystery of
the Passion, without however making efforts to
meditate, except by sweet colloquies and solilo-
quies ; and when God attracts to the silence of
love and of faith, *“in sinu Dei,” which is the
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prayer spoken of by your Reverence, the soul
must not be disturbed by reflections from such a
state of repose and quiet; but above all, ground
them all well in humility, and hatred of them-
selves—for of this, “ nunquam satis.”” According
as souls advanced iu the way of holy prayer and
virtue, he encouraged them to good, with a spirit
of wise discernment by suitable instractions. lIle
wrote to oue of these, * Your letters rejoice me
much in God, and give me reason to bless that
Sovereign Goodness, who shows such mercy to
the chiid His divine Providence has coufided to
my care ; and I desire great fidelity to the Su-
preme Good in order to correspond with favours
so sublime, which prepare the soul for still greater
gifts, for lights yet higher and more sublime, by
which the soul will became more enamoured of
God, will acquire greater virtues and will practise
them iu a more hecvic degree ; fur when the soul
is more eulightened, in holy faith awd in prayer,
it becomes more closely united to God, and by
meaus of this union with the Sovereign Good all
gifts come to the soul; she works great things
with true humility, and self-anuihilation, and this
anuihilation prepares her soul to be eutirely ab-
sorbed in God, in holy coutemplation; for the
Divine Lover draws lier to IHimself, and entirely
divinises her, if [ may so speak, by means of this
lioly union with Iis Divine Majesty.

1 desire also, that you should exercise yourself
much in the perfect knowledge of your nothing-
ness, and then I wish that you should immerse
this nothing in the great All, which is our good
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God. Oh, most happy loss, by which the soul,
losing herself wholly in God, finds her advantage.
Ah! how great a lover of Truth is our Sovereign
Good, since He is the God of Truth, and he who
knows, and remains in his own nothingness, knows
the truth by means of holy contemplation, in
which is learned this great Truth of our own no-
thingness, and of the Divine All, which is God ;
for the soul is entirely immersed in the infinite
love of the Supreme Good.

“In my other letters I have given you rules for
holy prayer, to guide you in it, because God gave
me the light. My child, the present state of
prayer, in which God has placed you, does not
require many words. Love speaks little ; the
tongue of holy love is the heart which burns,
consumes, and dissolves itself entirely in God,
and cannot express in words its ardours which
make a continual sacrifice of love in the living
soul, and this sacrifice is a holocaust; that is, every
thing is consumed and reduced to ashes, in the
Diviue fire of Infinite Charity, and by one word,
one glance of love in pure faith, great things are
learned. Oh, how much I wish to say, but have
not time ; my mind loses itself in the immense
ocean of the infinite Greatness of God ! Courage,
let us serve God generously ; let us exercise great
virtues, God will be our strength, and will give us
the victory. I recommend you not to lose sight
of the Life, Passion, and Death of Jesus our Life.
Take notice, my child, that now you are not to
meditate as you did at first, but according to the
holy rules I have given you. Love is a unitive
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virtue, and makes the sufferings of its Beloved
its own. Do not make use of the imagination,
it is not now the time, but of pure and holy faith :
make a nosegay of the sufferings of Jesus, and
carry it in the bosom of your soul ; remain wholly
immersed in God, in pure faith, and by some word
of love, remind Him how much e has done and
suffered for us, and let those sufferings and that
love sink deeply into your heart, remaining in that
sacred silence, that sacred amazement which en-
kiudles greater love for God. Unite with the suf-
ferings of Jesus those of most holy Mary, and tie
soul, wholly immersed in those sufferings and sor-
rows, is both loving and sorrowful; sorrowful and
loving. Love will teach you every thing, if you
keep well entrenched in your own nothingness.”
When a devout person bezan to feel interior
trouble and desolation of mind, lie encouraged ler
to be faithful, and to profit by the precious oppor-
tunity of serving God more perfectly. * As for
your soul (he writes in another letter), a little
winter is necessary, for this purifies the earth and
the air from noxious vapours, and beuefits also
the human body ; and though it strips the leaves
from the trees, it is that they may take deeper
root. Spring comes afterwards, when everything
recovers, everything flourishes. Every degree of
prayer must have a preparatory purification.
Great fidelity is necessary in all tlie exercises of
prayer and of virtue, chiefly of sublime resigna-
tion, and to remain ‘in sinu Dei,” without seusible
comfort, but in the superior part of the soul
rejoicing without relish in the accomplishment of
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the will of God. In this manner winter passes om,
and flowery spring arrives, and * the voice of the
tartle is leard in our land,”” &c. He was most
eareful, if a soul was called by God from meditation
to a more sublime prayer, in advising her te let
herself be guided by God Himself, who knows
well what is good for each one ; and le wrote as
follows : * I do not tell you to do this (speaking
of prayer) in my way, but according to the way of
God : leave the soul in holy liberty, that she may
receive the divine impressions as it may please
God. Prayer should be made by the movemens
of the Holy Ghost, for such is the will of Infinite
Goodness.””

*If God (he says in another letter ) wishes to
deprive us of all things, let us leave ourselves in
His hands. Do not give up the practice of holy
virtue, quit not the holy presence of God, and do
not forget the Passion of our dear Jesus ; but we
must meditate upon it in His way, not in onrs,
Rules have been given, but God is the Master, let
us abandon ourselves to IHim, confide in Him, and
strip ourselves of all things, and God will ¢lothe us
according to his pleasure.”

Giving the same instruction. full of wisdom, he
writes: ¢ Leave the soul at liberty to take strong
flights towards the Supreme Good, according as
God draws her, like the moth which flutters around
the light and then flies into it ; thus let the soul
fly around and into this divine light, and be entirely
consumed therein.” Again he writes: T under-
stand that you cannot meditate as before, por
muke the compesition of place, and that your mind
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suffers if you try to force it : Deo gratias. Act,
then, thus: remain in the presence of God, with a
pure, simple, and loving attention to this immense
good, in a holy silence of love, resting your soul
in this holy silence in the loving bosom of the
Eternal God ; and when you cease to feel recol-
lected, awake your soul sweétly by some dart of
love—O Infinite Goodness! O Infinite Charity !
My dear Lord, I am thine! O Infinite Sweetness!
—such as these, or others, as God may inspire
you. But take notice, that if in forming one of
these darts of love the soul is filled with peace,
and becomes recollected in God, nothing more is
necessary but to continue this loving silence, this
repose of the soulin God, which includes excellently
all the acts that we can ever make ; and when
this peace or recollection is not felt, and the soul
canuot meditate, you must leave her so, but must
always keep up a loving attention to God in the
superior part of the soul. In such a case, then,
remain hefore God like a statue 'in its niche,
detached from every consolation.”

There was no soul, however highly gifted, to
which the servant of God, who was a perfect
master in mystical theology, could not give the
most sublime and perfect instructions to guide her
in prayer aud an intimate communication with
God, as we might have perceived from the letters
already cited in which we see grouped together as it
were a treasure of heavenly learning, and as we
shall see more clearly in other letters that we shall
now add in their proper place.

“Viri adoratores,” he wrote, ‘“‘adorabunt Pa-.
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trem in spiritu et veritate : motice this well, for
in these words of Jesus Christ is contained the
perfection of holy prayer, which docs net consist
in delights and spiritual consolations, but in spi-
ritu et veritate, that is, in true, pure, ard sfmple
nudity and poverty of spirit, detached from every
sensible comfort, and reposing as a naked and
pure spirit, in the infinite Spirit of God ; et veri-
tate, which consists in remaining in our poor and
naked nothiugness, without robbing God of any-
thing.”

To another devout soul, “ After you have en-
tirely annihilated, despised, and lowered yourself
in the depth of your nothingpess, ask permission
of Jesus to enter Ilis Divine Heart, and you will
immediately obtain it ; place yourself there as a
victim on that Divine Altar, on which the fire of
holy love continually burns, and let these sacred
flames penetrate to the marrow of your bones, and
even entirely consume you; and if the gentle
breeze of the Holy Ghost raises these ashes to the
coutemplation of the divine mysteries, give liberty
to the soul, to become entirely immersed in this
holy contemplation. Oh, how pleasing to God is
this practice !

In order to be more easily understood, he ex-
plained by beautiful similitudes, the instructions
that he gave ; ‘“ The infaat, after playing lovingly
and caressingly ou its mother’s neck, rests on her
bosom, and falls asleep, without however ceasing
to move its little lips in sucking milk ; thus, the
soul fatigued with affections, should take rest
in the bosom of the Ileavenly Father, and not
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arouse herself from this attention of faith and
love, without the permission of her Supreme
Good.”

To another devout person, he wrote; * You
must remain entirely immersed in God, and lose
this little drop of your poor soul, in that immense
ocean of charity; repose there, and receive what-
ever God communicates to you, without losing
sight of your own nothingness. In this divine
solitude everything is learned. In this divine in-
terior school, more is learned by being silent, than
by speaking. St. Mary Magdalen fell at the feet
of Jesus through love, there she was silent, she
listened, loved, and even melted with love. Take
with you this prayer and interior recollection in
your business, your occupations, and in every
place. Go out of yourself, and lose yourself in
God, go out of temporal things, and lose yourself
in eternity. I am on the sea-coast, I have a drop
of water hanging from oue finger ; I say to this
water, ‘O poor little drop, where do you wish to
be ?* hear the auswer, ¢ In the sea, in the sea,’ it
answers, and what do I do? I shake my finger,
and let fall this poor little drop into the ocean.
Now, I ask, this little drop is in the sea, is it not 2
Certainly it is, but find it if you can ; it is lost in
the sea, its centre. Ol, if it could speak, what
would it say ¢ Make the conclusion, and apply
the parable. Lose sight of heaven earih, sea,
sands, and every created thing, and let this drop,
your soul, which God has given you, lose itself in
its source, which is the great omnipotent God.”

* My child,” he writes to another, * this is a
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very sublime science, only understood by the
tiumble of Lieart ; remain, therefore, in annihilation
and total contempt of yourself, desiring, above all
things, that you should be thought of, and es-
teemed, as a drain from a dunghill, near which
all hold their noses, that they may not perceive
the stench ; and with these sentiments of entire
annihilation, plunge with great confidence into
that abyss of every good, and leave that Iufinite
Goodness to perform His divine operations in
your soul, that is, to penetrate it with the rays
of His divine light, to transform it through love,
entirely into Himself, to make it live by His most
Divine Spirit, to make it live a life of love, a
divine, a holy life. Let the poor moth, after fly-
ing round this divine light with the wings of affec-
tions, humiliations, aud, above all, of lively faith
and charity, cast itself into this most divine light,
which is God Himself, and be therein entirely
destroyed, and burnt to ashes ; then will it live a
life, not its own, but in, and of, the life of its
Supreme Good. These are the sublime works of
His Divine Majesty, in souls that annihilate
themsclves, that make themselves little, that
give to God all the glory of His gifts, and
give them back by a humble and loving offer-
ing in His Divine sight, like sweet-smelling in.
cense. Read all these sentiments with attention,
but read them with a humble, simple, and open
lieart, like a mother pearl, or a shell that receives
the dew of heaven, and then shuts itself up
closely, goes to the bottom of the sea, and there
gives birth to its pearl.”
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And as it often happens, as St. John of the
Cross deplores with great compassion and zeal,
that souls find an obstacle in going freely to God
from those very persons who ought most to assist
them, and promote their good, our Saint has left
excellent instructions on this point, in writing to
direct one who was little understood by her Con-
fessor, and little assisted in the path of aun interior
lifs. *¢When your Confessor has dismissed you,
depart in peace, and immediately ery out lov-
ingly, like a child, according to the parable I gave
vou, Ah, Father, Ah, great Father! showing to
I1im this, the pain, anguish, and fears, that the
voice of your Confessor has caused in you; you
will then immediately feel a most sweet attraction,
which will make your soul take flight into the
depths of that divine solitude in which she will be
entirely absorbed in God, and her angnish, fears,
aud scruples will be consumed in the furnace of
holy love ; repose there, and if the Divine Spouse
should eause you to slumber, sleep in peace, and
do not awake without Ilis permission. This
divine slumber is an inheritance that t e Divine
Father grants to Ilis beloved. In this slumber of
faith and love, the science of the Saints is learned.
and the bitter mouthfuls of adversity are quick-
ly digested. O silence! O loly sleep! O pre-
cious solitude! Humble yourself more and more,
remain always in true poverty of spirit, strip your-
self, as I said, of all His gifts since they are soiled
with your dust, and make of them a sacrifice of
praise, honour, and benediction to the most High,
keeping yourself in your own nakedness. Such a
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sacrifice must be made in the fire of love, with-
out ever quitting the sacred desert.”

Above all things, Father Paul earnestly desired,
that souls possessing the gift of prayer, should
well understand that prayer ought not to be u
subtle and barren spaculation, but a practical
school of holy virtues, aud that he who enters the
path of lioly prayer, enters into the treasures of
God to enrich himself in his poverty ; he wrote
therefore to one of his spiritual ehildreu, ** I thank
the Divine Mercy, that your mind does not depart
from the remembrance of the sufferings of your
heavenly Spouse, but I should wish that you
should allow yourself to be entirely penetrated
by the love with which He has suffered these
things. The short way, therefore, is to lose ones-
self entirely in the sea of these sufferings, since, as
the Prophet says, the Passion of Jesus is a sea of
love and of sorrow. Ah, my child! thisisa great
secret, made known only to the humble of heart !
In this great scene, the soul fishes for the pearls
of virtues, and makes the sufferings of her Beloved
her own. I have a strong confidence that the
Spouse will instruct you in this divine fishing, and
you will be taught it in interior solitude, free from
all images, apart from everything created, in pure
faith aud holy love. I have touched on these
points, because I see that our sweet Jesus invites
you to this ; you must therefore leave your soul at
liberty, to take those flights that the Holy Ghost
shall urge her to take, being most obedient to His
sweet attraction, I will just say to you this, which
will serve as an example for you. When the soul
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is in this sweet solitude, this holy silence of faith
and love, if she feels any interior movement or
impulse of charity, to pray for the necessities of
the Church, or of the world, in general, or in par-
ticular, she must do it at once, but when this
sweet interior exclamation has ceased, she must
resume her sacred repose in God, and if it become
changed into the slumber of love, and faith,
it will be better. I hope that His Divine Majesty
will make you understand what I say, if you keep -
yourself well exercised in humility, and cast down
in your nothingness.”

“The movements of Holy Love,”’ he writes to a
soul that was greatly favoured by the Divine Good-
ness, “ with which His Divine Majesty assails your
Leart, you must not allow to go out of your interior;
for our sweet Jesus, in His Sacrament, keeps it with
Him, nor could it love Him unless it possessed the
living Fountain of pure and holy love, which is the
Holy Ghost, according to the words of our Divine
Redeemer, ** Qui credit in me, sicut dicit Scriptura,
flumina de ventre ejus fluent, aquze vivee, hoc autem
dixit de Spiritu, quem accepturi erant credentes in
Eum.” Thus, when you are seized with such
transports which are singular graces of pure and
holy love, lose yourself in that Infinite Good, and
there act as an infant, and sleep the slumber of
faith and holy love, in the bosom of your heavenly
Spouse. Love allows of few words. Observe,
however, whether this scvereign grace of prayer,
which the Almighty gives you, produces in you a
clearer knowledge of your own absolute nothing-
ness, a love of being coucealed from creaturcs,
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and known ouly to God, with a lively desire of
His greater glory, and contempt of yourself, ac-
companied with all the virtues, patience, meekness,
and tranquillity of heart, and perfect charity to-
wards your neighbour. These are the fruits which
Ile desired should be drawn from prayer, not
consolations or delights.”

«“ Endeavour,” he writes in another letter, *“to
practise true poverty of spirit, by living absolutely
detached from all sensible counsolation, whether
interior or exterior, that you may avoid falling
into the vice of spiritual gluttony. We must live
detached from our own enjoyment, from our own
understanding, and from our own feeling, so as not
to fall into curiosity of spirit, but to practise more
perfectly true poverty of spirit.” And to give the
instruction with greater authority, he proposes the
great example of our Divine Master. *Jesus prayed
three hours on the cross; this was a prayer truly
crucified, without comfort from within or without.
Oh God! what a great lesson! Pray to Jesus
that he would imprint it in your heart. Oh!
what a subject is this for meditation. I have read
that when Jesus was agonizing on the cross, after
the three first flames of love, that is, after the
three first words, Le remained all the rest of the
time in silence, till the liour of mercy and then lie
prayed. Ileave you to consider what a painful
prayer this was.,” ‘ Repose,” he says with the
same seutiments, ‘‘on the naked Cross of our
sweet Jesus, and make no other complaint than
this infantine cry, ¢ Pater mi, Pater mi, fiat volun-
tas tua,” and then be silent, and continue your
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repose on the Cross, till the precious time of true
mystical death arrives, for in this happy death,
more desirable than life, you will find yourself as
St. Paul says, ¢quite hidden with Jesus Christ in
God,’” and you will be in that most sublime soli-
tude that you desire, with a total separation from
everything created. It is now the time for silent,
tranquil patience, suffering with sublime resigna-
tion the agony you now feel, which conducts to
mystical death, As our venerable founder knew
well how to unite the sublimity of heavenly wis-
dom with vivacity of mind and pleasing manners,
in a letter to Father Thomas of Jesus, afterwards
Bishop of Todi, he speaks excellently well, but as
if in jest, of this mystical death, and shows at the
same time his excellence as a master, and the per-
fection of the soul of this servant of God.”” The life
of the servants and friends of God is, to die daily,
“ quotidie moriemur ; mortui enim estis, et vita
vestra est abscondita cum Christo in Deo, This
is that mystical death, that I desire in you, and
as, by the celebration of the Divine and sacred
mysteries, I have entire confidence that you will
be born again in Jesus Christ to a new and divine
life, I desire also thot you should die mystically
in Christ daily more and more, and let the many
moths that fly through your mind of things of no
importance, disappear in the abyss of the Divinity,
“Et vita tua abscondita sit cam Christo in Deo.”
Many years ago, I was talking to a poor sick
Neapolitan, who said to me: ¢ Father, listen, I
have only one thing in my head that I think of.”
 What do you think about 2" I asked. “I think of
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death,” he said. “You do well,” I answered, and
gave him suitable instructions. *“ My dear Father
Thomas, think in your head of mystical death ;
he who is mystically dead thinks of nothing but
of leading a divine life, he desires nothing but
God, the greatest and highest good; cut off all
other thoughts, though they may be of good
things, to have this one only which is the great
Good, and wait without disquietude for God to
dispose of you ; retrenching everything from with-
out, that it may not be an obstacle to the divine
operations which are carried on in the secret
closet, where no creature human or angelic
cau enter, for God alone dwells in that inward
part, or essence and sanctuary of the soul, where
the powers themselves watch attentively the Di-
vine work, and the divine Nativity which is cele-
brated every moment in him who has the happi-
ness to be mystically dead. I am in haste, &ec.
This note is very mystical, and is not suitable to
weak persons, but to strong souls, and you must
speak of these things “ cum grano salis.”

As in the exercise of holy prayer, the most
painful difficult and dangerous steps are those
when the soul is put to the trial of her fidelity,
and called upon to divest herself of everything
that is not God, this great director did not fail to
give instructions very useful to souls who are in
this state of interior purification. * Itis not neces-
sary, ‘“he writes to one of our order,” “ that all
souls who arrive at close union with God, by holy
contemplation, should walk in the same way as
Brother N. I have read something on this subject,
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especially in one author who is the Prince of
Mysties; it is true that such purgations are
usually undergone, alius quidem sic, alius vero
sic. God has ways beyond our understandings,
and he makes sure of the finest files which cut
through and remove all rust, and are purely spiri-
tual, and of such sufferings it is true that they are
often amariores inferno, if I may say so; and be-
cause they are more pure, more penetrating, and
more free from every consolation intus et foris,
they prepare the soul in a most sublime manner
for holy union with God, because they make her
feel more deeply, by experience, her own nothing-
ness, insomuch that this trial is often like the pain
of loss (peena damni). Oh, how much is there
to say on this point! Almighty God permits this
trial in Brother N. for His own divine ends, and
lie gives marks of advancement. Notice, however,
if he has a secret esteem for this purgation, for it
would be pernicious ; or if it leaves him in a deep
knowledge of his nothingness, which makes him
praise the Divine Mercy. Almighty God also per-
mits these things, that your Reverence may learn
the science of the Saints and may becomne skilful in
Lioly direction. Another kind of file will be used
for you, and it is already present; love will be
the executioner, and let it act, for it is practical,
and when it martyrs you, you will require very
great help and strength, which God gives, else
the trial would be too great.” With the same
charity, he animated those who felt a disgust for
virtue. ‘It is an excellent sign, he writes, that
your Reverence has, as you tell me, a repugnance
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for all good works; this is a trial of fidelity, to
which God puts you, that every moment yon may
gain new jewels and pearls, to be set in your
crown of glory.”

As it is very easy to become attached to God’s
favours by that defect, which mystics call spi-
ritual gluttony, the prudent director, besides
what we have quoted, wrote on this subject, * You
must not look too much at other graces, nor stop
at them, but at the Divine Fountain, whence the
streams flow : they are good, because they issue
from the fountain, but the living fountain is bet-
ter. Plunge and lose yourself more and more in
God, with a pure and simple love, reserving
nothing to yourself, not looking at sensible conso-
lation, of which you must make a sacrifice to God,
placing such favours in the censer of the heart,
and in the fire of the purest divine love, and offer
the incense of gratitnde to the Most High, you
yourself remaining in true nakedness of spirit,”
With the same spiritual wisdom he wrote, *“ Trees
that are planted on the margin of running
streams, receive refreshment from these waters,
and let them pass by, while they stand firm where
they are planted ; thus the soul should receive the
impression of these gifts, but she must remain,
without further reflection, immoveable in God,
who is the Supreme Giver ; otherwise, by remain-
ing in reflection on favours and consolations, she
would be in great danger of illusion.” The gifts
of God leave the humble soul filled with a deep
sense of her own nothingness, with a love for con-
tempt, a fervent zeal in the practice of every vir-
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tue, and they bring with them also secresy from
all creatures, except the Director and spiritual
Father. The soul should not rest in the gifts, but
in the Giver. When we go into a garden, we do not
gather leaves, but fruits ; thus, in the holy gar-
den of prayer, we must not attach ourselves to
the leaves of sensible consolation and devotion,
but rather gather the fruits of the imitation of the
virtues of Jesus Christ.”” ¢ The touchstone of
prayer,” he says to a nun, “are the effects it
produces.”

He speaks more at length to another devout
soul. “My dear child, you must know that
prayer is most perfect when it is performed in the
interior, in the essence of the soul, which ¢ prays in
Spiritu Dei’ in the spirit of God. Tbis is sublime
language, but when God pleases e makes even
stones speak. Let, then, this immense God rest
in you, and you in God. Oh sweet, oh divine
work! God feeds, if I may so speak, for I have
not terms, upon your soul, and your soul feeds on
the spirit of God: *Cibus meus Christus est et
ego Ejus.” There can be no delusion in this
Divine work, for it is a work of faith and love.
If T could speak to you personally, I could per-
haps explain myself better ; but it is best to be
silent in these mysteries. Listen: you must be
Just to each side, keep to your own, which is hor-
rible nothingness, capable of bringing forth every
sort of evil possible, and leave to God that which
is his, for everything good is from Him.” Thus
he desired that even from the most sublime
prayer should be gathered the fruit of humility.
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Our Lord, who is the God of peace loves to
converse familiarly with souls that are peaceful
and tranquil ; *factus est in pace locus ejus:”
and on this account F. Paul earnestly recom-
mended peace of heart, especially to persons of
prayer. ¢ Come, my child,”” he writes to one of
his penitents, ‘“be at rest in the most loving
Heart of Jesus; do not lose peace, if the whole
world should be destroyed.” ¢ One of the best
marks,” he writes to the same, ““ of your being in
a good way, is to be tranquil in the assaults and
contradictions of creatures; be strong in this,
and laugh at all the attempts of hell. Endeavour,
more than ever, to show your fidelity to His
Divine Majesty, by resting on the Cross with
great equanimity of mind, trying with all your
power to be quiet, serene, and tranquil, without
complaining ; try to drink lovingly the chalice
that Jesus Chbrist Himself offers to you; for
though it seems bitter to our sensuality, it is sweet
to the spirit. What I recommend you is to keep
your heart in peace, without trouble ; even if the
world should be turned upside down, maintain
your peace of heart. Nothing can separate us
from God but sin ; that we will not commit; Vivat
Jesus, therefore, lot us keep our hearts fixed on
Heaven.”
¢ In order to preserve peace of heart he desired,
as the reader will have seen, that his penitents
should make no account of fears, useless reflec-
tions, and above all, of scruples; and in his let-
ters lhe also gave excellent advice. He wrote to
a religions: ¢ Esxperience will teach you that
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those vain fears of sin are real follies; they
should be consumed in the fire of love. Make
great account of that special grace of keeping the
heart contrite and humble, I beg of you.”

To a devout person, he writes, ‘“ Make a bundle
of all your reflections, fears, and useless puerili-
ties, and cast them into the furnace of Divine
charity, where they will be immediately con-
sumed ; and do you continue solitary in your own
‘interior, reposing your soul in peace in the bosom
of the great heavenly Father.”

To a nun he writes, “ Be very ca.reful to keep
your heart always tranquil, for the devil fishes in
troubled waters.”

« [ perceive the storm of scruples,” he writes to
another, * that the devil has raised in your mind;
if you will practise obedience, it cannot do you
the least iujury. God permits this trial, that
your soul may be more purified ; and believe me,
the sufferings you feel render you more and mord”
pure in the Divine sight. It is a malicious sug-
gestion of the devil that makes you thiuk you sin
in every thing; it is not true. Humble yourself
before our Lord, and then sweetly reviving your
faith, hide yourself entirely in God; fly to the
uttermost depth of that sacred desert, of -which I
spoke, lose yourself entirely in that Supreme
Good, and let yourself be wholly consumed in that
sacred furnace of love, and believe me that that
Divine fire will consume all the clouds and dust
of scruples, and your soul will become more and
more pure, more and more beautiful, in the eyes
of your Diviue Spouse. Iun that sacred furnace
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you should remain in the silence of faith and love,
like a victim offered in holocaust to the glory of
God, our Supreme Good, without reasoning in the
least, or reflecting on these scruples; but con-

_stantly despising them, repose In peace in the

Divine bosom. From the merciful visits that
our sweet Jesus makes to your soul, in which you
need not fear delusion, you can tell how much
this sweet Spouse loves your soul, and you may
also know that these scruples are the work of the
devil. In the temptation of scruples say, Yes,
my Jesus, yes, I hope that Thou hast pardoned rae.
I do indeed hope it. My confessions have been
well made, my spiritual Father has said it; I be-
lieve Thy minister, not the devil, who seeks to
destroy me, and rob me of holy peace. Courage,
therefore, my dear soul, God has pardoned Thes,
hope in Him. Oh dear Father! oh my God ! in
Thee I hope, I believe in Thee, I love Thee ; go,
infernal spirit, depart from me, no more scruples, no
more fears, uo more doubts, but let the love of my
Spouse Jesus reign in me. The love of Jesus for
ever !”’

As holy recollection is an excellent disposition
for performing prayer well, and as it is also a cer-
tain sign that prayer has been well made, he ear-
nestly recommended souls to preserve interior
recollection during the day, and to avoid dissipa-
tion. ‘“Keep your mind clear and pure from
every imagination, and detached from all created
things, that it may be better disposed to unite
itself with a fervent will to the Supreme Good.”—
Thus he wrote to a devout person.
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« My very dear F. Rector,” he wrote to one of
our order, * I will say to you only one word, walk
before God, and be perfect ; love to be alone inte-
riorly, reposing in the spirit of God, in the sight of
your own nothingness, and you will do all things
well, mixing and uniting action with prayer.”

«Use every effort,” he says in another letter,
“to remain in solitude, and to be a true inhabi-
tant of your interior. Your prayer should be
continual, and in this, he says with the same senti-
ment, you understand me. The place of prayer
is in the spirit of God; in God we should chaut
the Divine Office, in God we should do everything.”

Prayer twenty-four hours a day; this he bad
written in the rules given for the guidance of a
nun, and he thus explained it, that is, to do every
thing with the mind and heart raised to God,
remaining in interior solitude, and reposing in
pure faith holily in God.

With a greater diffusion of spiritual learning,
be writes to a person of prayer, I wish your
heart to be more and more consumed as a holo-
caust to the Supreme Good, in that sancta sanc-
torum, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, plunging the
ashes of the holocaust into the boundless ocean of
Divine charity. Now, more than ever, it is the
tine to die to everything that is not good, to con-
verse with greater love alone with the Supreme
Good. What do you want with creatures ?
Remain aloue as much as possible, hidden, shut
up, buried, in the great cabinet of the Sacred
Heart, where the Divine Spouse gives us to drink
of that new wine which inebriates, comforts,
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strengthens, inflames, exalts, and raises us on
high to the contemplation of the Sovereign
Monarch, where is learned the true science of the
saints, which is taught to the trnly humble. I
beg of you to be truly detached, hidden, and
annibilated. In the Heart of Jesus we feel com-
passion for His sufferings, and the soul purifies
herself in that bath of His Blood which inflames
her with love. Continue to practise interior recol-
lection, for no aridity can prevent it; it is not
necessary that we should feel the consolation of
the Divine Presence; but it is of great conse-
quence to remain there, in pure faith, detached
from all satisfaction in our own comfort.”
With no less fervour he writes in another letter :

“Your Reverence, in order that His Divine Majesty
- may work more and more His wonders in your soul,
should keep yourself as much as possible, in pro-
found abstraction from everything created, in true
poverty and nakedness of spirit, and in true
interior solitude, letting the flocks of the powers
and affections depart, “ad interiora Deserti ;’ and
if they lose themselves in God, allow them to do
so, for they are happily lost in their Source. O
infinitely rich loss! O sacred Desert! in which
the soul learns the science of the Saints, like
Moses in the solitude of Mount Horeb.”

— He wished and taught that persons of prayer,
even when they are favoured, should use every
term of respect and profound reverence towards
the Divine Majesty. < When the poor little
moth.” be says in another, ‘‘is fluttering round
this divine light, eager and anxious to burn and



B. PAUL OF THE CROUSS. 89

totally consume herself therein, let her not omit
to speak to Him, with great respect and gratitude,
of the wonders that He has wrought for us in be-
coming man, suffering and dying, and the like.
One or two words may cause the soul to be wholly
enraptured, and enamoured, and languishing, and
sorrowing through love and grief. The world has
always been the enemy of God, and of him who
converses with Him, remains uuited to Him, and
discourses familiarly in his interior with Him, as
one friend does with another,”

F. Paul desired, therefore, that souls should, as -
far as possible, fly from intercourse with people of
the world, and avoid mixing in it. * Begin, with
great generosity of soul,” he says to a devout
penitent, ¢ to trample under your feet all human
respects, and be not ashamed to be a servant of
Jesus Christ. Look upon the world with the
same horror with which you would behold a cri-
minal hanging from a gibbet, and be assured that
nothing is breathed therein but an atmosphere
poisoned by the numberless sins committed
therein, for which we ought to weep with tears of
blood.”

To remove souls to a still greater distance from
the infection that reigns in the world, almost uni-
versally, he advised those whom he directed, and
especially religious persons, to have a great love
for solitude, in order to enjoy continual inter-
course with God. “1I could not hear,”” he writes,
“more agreeable news than that you have conse-
crated yourself entirely to the service of Jesus
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Christ. What do we want with this world, where
nothing is breathed but air poisoned with sins ¢

*1 beg of you,” he says elsewhere, to shut the
door upon all creatures, keeping yourself closely
entrenched in the closet of your Leart, in converse
alone with your Beloved. You must converse
with others when charity or necessity require it,
and not otherwise.”

*“The choir and cell,” he wrote to a Religious,
‘“are the earthly Paradise of the true servants of
God. Let these three ouly be the places in which
you delight; the first is the choir, the second
your cell, the third, and the chief, is the interior
triumph of your soul.” Writing to another nun,
he says, “The parlours are the destruction of
monasteries.”

Kunowing the great advantages that are derived
from silence, he had a most high esteem for it, as
the best means of acquiring the true spirit of
prayer. “Preserve silence like a key of gold,
that locks up the great treasure of the other vir-
tues that God has given us.”

Though he most earnestly desired that his
penitents should be entirely devoted to God, for
he had the true spirit of God, F. Paul required,
above all things, that they should fulfil the obli-
gations of their state, and condescend to others as
much as possible, avoiding, as far as they could,
making their devotion burdensome and annoying
to others. He wrote to one of his penitents, a
married person: ‘ Each one ought to lead a holy
life in his own state, and he who has a wife should
not live like a Capuchin.” He says to the same,
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“ You are your own master, to take your journey
to the Holy House when you please; I say, how-
ever, ‘qui multum peregrinantur, raro sanctifi-
cantur.’ I think that you will serve God better
by watching over your family, and the interests of
your house.”

To a lady who lived with her family, he writes :
“It is best to obey your father regarding your
commuuions, and thus you will make to God a
sacrifice of your will, and will keep holy peace
with your father, whose intention we must believe
to be good. Those great servants of God, the
ancient hermits, communicated very rarely, but
as they were well-disposed, they received so great
an abundauce of blessings, that in a short time
they made great advances towards perfection.”

He writes again to the same, * When I come
down, I hope that I shall be able to open for you
the way to remain before Jesus in His sacrament;
in the meantime go and dwell there, and if your
superiors, your father or uncle forbid you to do it,
obey in silence, and be there in spirit in your
room. This is the way to practise the virtues of
Jesus, who became obedient unto death, and the
death of the cruss.”

To another, also a daughter of a family, he
writes, ‘I must add, that you should not remain
so long in Church in the morning, but, having
duly made your thanksgiving, return home
quickly, that no one may have to complain,”

In order that each should have time to fulfil
exactly the duties of his state, he suggested that
the time to be devoted to prayer should be pro-
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portioned to the state and employments of every
one; he therefore wrote to a married man, “ As
regards prayer, if you cannot give so much time
to it, never mind; ‘semper orat qui benéd agit.’
Attend to your occupations, you will thus perform
every duty, and remain, atteutive to God, often
plunging your soul into the immense ocean of His
Divinity."”

To preserve his peunitents and spiritual children
from all the delusions that they might fall into in
an interior life, he required, as the foundation of
prayer, a solid, well-grounded faith, fruitful in
virtuous aud holy effects. ¢ Seek,” Le writes, in
one letter, “to render your prayer constantly
more interior in pure faith, with great self-anuni-
hilation, not looking at cousolations but at the
God of consolation.”

“Of what use,” writes the venerable Father,
are these imaginations of visions? Oh! they are
useless things, in which the devil plays an ugly
game ! the malicious wretch is not in a hurry, but
goes on quietly the better to deceive.”” In another,
< These visions, elevations, splendours, and the
like, the more frequent they are, are the more to
be suspected ; ‘It is better,” says'a great Saint,
‘always to reject them, to drive them away with
coustancy, and never trust to them, chiefly in
regard of women, whose imagination is more lively.’
By acting thus we do wisely, for if they are from
God, they will have their effect, even though they
are rejected; and if they come from the devil,
which is more probable, by repelling them we free
ourselves from delusion,”” ¢ These locutions,” he
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says to a religious,”” that your Reverence mentions,
are most dangerous, nor can I approve of them,
and I will tell you why, through that little expe-
rience God has given me. What necessity is
there that God should make known to a novice,
that He requires from the novices greater fervour
in Communion ? Does not their Master know it
himself, through the lights God gives him for his
office ? and besides, does he not know that God is
greatly offended, chiefly by sacrileges? Therefore,
do you not see that such a locution is not neces-
sary ? God does not make revelations, but propter
magnam gloriam snam, and for the wants of holy
Church ; and what we can learn from holy books,
by the experience God gives us, and much more
by the lights He gives to those who have offices,
we need not wish to know through locutions,
When God speaks to souls by intelligences and
impressions, in an angelical manner, without any
expression of articulated words, but by most sub-
lime communications (and these are not subject
to deceit, being purely intellectual), He does it
always with great majesty, and the effects it pro-
duces are inexplicable ; when, however, they are
locutions, articulated intus, and are from God, or
from the Angel (as is usually the case) who speaks
in the name of Ilis Sovereign Master, they are
also accompanied with majesty, with snitable and
magnificent words, which work what they express,
and always leave wonderful impressious, with hea-
venly intelligence, elevation to God “intus et foris ”’
And as, out of a hundred, and perhaps a thousand
of these articulated locutions, there will be scarcely
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one or two that are true,—and it is difficult even
for great spiritual masters to know them, and
discern the true from the false,—those of their own
spirit and those of the enemy who kuows how to
feign effects in appearances, as if they were from
God, therefore the best method to take is to order
him who has them to drive them away, to humble
himself before God, and to protest that holy faith
and holy books are sufficient for him, with the
instructions of his spiritual Father, who speaks to
him in God’s name. By acting thus, he gives
glory to God, distrusting himself, humbling him-
self, considering himself unworthy of such graces ;
and he frees himself from all delusion, for if they
are from God the good and holy effect is infal-
lible, for the soul receives it, however much she
may do to drive them away; while she practises
that obedience which is so dear to God, and frees
herself from delusion.

In writing to a person of prayer, he says:
““Yesterday afternoon I received your letter, and
as it does not seem to me necessary to answer all
the points singly, I say to you only this: the
things of God and His gifts, give a deep knowledge
of that infinite Majesty, and a deep consciousness
of our own nothingness, so that the soul would
cast herself under the feet, so to speak, of the very
devils, so low is the opinion she has of herself;
they cause a great detachment from all things, a
strong love of the Cross and of suffering, great
coudescension in all that is not sin, with exact
obedience ; they infuse a deep peace and heavenly
intelligence ; they give a great attraction for holy
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prayer ; sometimes they cause all these and other
effects, sometimes in part ; but what is certain is,
that they always bring with them the low esteem
of oneself, and deep veneration and respect for
the Majesty of God. The works of the devil
seem, at first, to bring some little devotion, but it
does not last, and they generate a secret presump-
tion and esteem of oneself ; they bring, if not at
first, after some short time, disquiet of mind, agi-
tation of the passions, hardness of heart, and self
esteem, from which proceed a disadvantageous
opinion of others and love of one’s own ideas. Such
as these and others are the effects of the devil’s
works, What was most admirable was, that
though he had so great zeal for the salvation of
souls, and assisted them with the fervour of char-
ity, devoting himself wholly to their service, he
was nevertheless ready to give up the direction of
them whenever it pleased God, keeping himself
in great detachment from them, for he sought
rothing but God. “I have always had,” he
writes, ‘for a maxim to live detached even from
the direction that God wills I should give to souls,
and for this reason, I hope that God will not per-
mit me to deceive myself. But how much I wish
to give up all things, and to leave this most sub-
lime, but most laborious and dangerous exercise
for learned and prudent priests ! which I practise
who am all darkness and deformity ; this I say
as it is, and as I feel it.”

“We must fear,” he writes to a devout person,
‘““that fierce beast, self-love, which is a dragon
with seven Leads, that meddles with everything,
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There is nothing that I fear more, and it makes
me watch over my heart, for I dread that it may
become defiled with it. The love of God is jealous,
a grain of inordinate affection to creatures is
cunough to ruin everything.” ¢ IHear my child,”
le says to the same, *“the less you can communi-
cate with me, the more opportunity you have to
to do it with God, the more you are deprived of
the consolation of conversing even with your
spiritual Father, the more abundant will be the
consolations of the Ioly Ghost.”

As the good Father thought he stood in need of
the lights of others, and wished to be instructed
and corrected, he writes in another letter, ¢ Give
a full account of your soul to your spiritual Father;
tell him how I have guided you, for I wish it
much, and I submit everything to his charitable
censure ; I give leave, and I wish that my letter
may be showu to your confessor, and I should be
glad if he would correct my errors, for 1 know
myself to be very ignorant and imperfect.” .

Through this most noble detachment he wished
for nothing from the persons he .directed, but the
greater glory of the Divine Majesty, their sancti-
fication, and the aid of fervent prayers. ¢ Do not
think,” he writes to a spiritual daughter, ¢ of
sending me anything, for I do not wish it : prac-
tise boly poverty and detachment from all things.”
In another he says, ““I beg of you not to send me
anything more, I wish for nothing but the charity
of your prayers’’ We see clearly, therefore,
that this man of God was truly animated with
that spirit of intelligence which, being the foun-
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tain of sanctity, requires that the chaste delight
of souls should be in holy discourses, pure and
burning with the fire of charity, and the flames of
heavenly love; a Spirit that by His penetration
goes to the depths of hearts, to discern their dif-
ferent dispositions, always rich iu eloquence, in per-
suasion, in sweetness, and in grace ; and which,
while He is in Himself one, and most simple,
multiplies Himself in its wonderful effects, making
Himself all to all : now He ascends on high, speak-
ing of the most sublime sanctity with the perfect ;
again, with the weak, like an affectionate nurse, He
seems to grow little, and lose Himself ; a Spirit, in
fine, who, being the master of all truth, speaks
with firmness, with trath, without knowing any
doubt or hesitation in His infinite knowl edge, but
because He loves souls most tenderly, speaks always
affectionately, and shows Himself, as it were, all
humanity, all benignity, and most earnestly desir-
ous of their good. With this Spirit the servant of
God was animated; hence the various instructions
that he gave so appropriately and wisely; the great
facility with which he entered, and as it were
transformed himself into the state of each soul,
to give to each a more suitable assistance, the
facility, the eloquence, the clearness with which
he explained the most secret mysteries which God,
in His infinite charity, works in the sanctuary of
the soul ; the certainty, the consistency, the con-
stant stability of his teaching ; these cannot be the
effects of the human spirit, as unable to perceive,
with its defective sight, the immense light of the

YOL. II.—7.
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most sublime truths, as it is weak, variable, and
inconstant in its thoughts and ideas.

By means, then, of holy prayer, this excellent
Master endeavoured to form a collection of hea-
venly and uncontaminated souls, entirely conse-
crated to Divine love and union with God, without
however neglecting to give due application to the
different obligations of each one’s state. Nor was
he satisfied unless he saw practised that advice
which St. Paul gives us, in speaking of himself,
“ but our conversation is in heaven,” and if, with
earnest desire and assiduous care, they did not
endeavour to keep their hearts in heaven, con-
versing with the blessed, and with God Himself,
as he himself always tried to do, and so diligently,
that a Priest of our Congregation, a very spiritual
man, sald, that Father Paul, whether alone, in
company, in retreat, or travelling, was almost
entirely absorbed in God; and by his exterior
modesty, showed the elevation of his soul, and his
union with the Divine Majesty.

CHAPTER XI.

OF THE MEANS HE TOOK TO PRESERVE AND INCREASE
THE GIFT OF HOLY PRAYER.

In order to keep up a loving intercourse, and
close communication with God, and to become
more and more in love with the Divine perfections,
B, Paul delighted in reading holy books, especially
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the Scriptures, in which God Himself speaks and
maunifests His will to us, some works of St. Augus.
tine, the works of St. Joln of the Cross, St. Teresa,
and others. He preferred that the books he read
should begin with the letter S., that is, that they
should be composed by Saints, according to the
advice of St. Philip Neri, and he taught this also
to others. He took especial delight in reading
the pious John Tauler, into whose meaning he
penetrated with great light ; he often, therefore,
spoke of him, and with so much pleasure, that at
the mere mention of Tauler, his countenance
became inflamed, and he shed a flood of tears of
joy and devotion, clearly showing that the doc-
trine of this great man, where he treats of the
union of the soul with God, of repose in God, of an.
nihilation in God, and the like, had become entirely
his own ; for he experienced in himself what he
read in Tauler. He exhorted others also to profit
by the sublime doctrines taught by that author, to
lead the soul to union with God. He wished that
the reading of this book should not be a specula-
tive and barren study, but should be well reduced
to practice ; hence he said one day to a Rector:
“My dear Father Rector, now is the time to dwell
“in the depth of Tauler, I mean in interior soli-
tude, and take the repose of love *in sinu Dei ;”
there you will learn to perform well your office of
rector, and to become a Saint.”” These were
usually the books that B. Paul read ; but he had
continually open before his eyes a much larger
book, that of all visible creatures, in which pure
and loving souls, by means of visible things, as so
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many letters formed by the beneficent hand of the
Creator, read the greatness of invisible things,
and the infinite perfections of their beloved Lord.
Hence it was, that when walking sometimes in
the enclosure, he seemed to hear a voice crying
out and reminding him of his obligation to love
God. Once especially, when he was living in the
Retreat of St. Angelo, on going out, and seeing
the beautiful flowers in the garden, he struck
them with his stick saying, *‘be silent, be silent ;”’
for it seemed to him, as he said, between smiles
and tears of consolation, that these flowers said to
him with a loud voice, “love thy God, love thy
God.” This exercise, which he found most use-
ful, he recommended to one of his penitents, to
whom he said in writing: “ Recreate your mind
with some lawful amusement, with necessary
repose, by taking a walk alone, and listening to
the sermon, that the flowers, the trees, the grass,
the sky, the sun, and the whole world, wili preach
to you, and you will see that it will be a sermon
of love and of praise to God, which will lead you
to magnify the greatness of that Sovereign Arti-
ficer, who gave you your being.”

The Ven. Father listened most willingly, and
as often s he could, to this sermon, and once,
when he_was leaving a place where he had given a
mission, and saw that the people were accompany-
ing him, he said to them with a holy liberty, that
they must leave him alone, for he also wanted to
hear a sermon. When they turned back Paul
began to contemplate the flowers and the grass,
and it seemed to him as if they said, “ Love God,
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serve God, glorify God,”” and thus the fervent
missionary listened to a sermon, mute indeed, but
very eloquent to a soul that loves, and desires to
increase in love.

In this contemplation he enjoyed the sweet
fruits of solitude, where God is more easily found
and more tranquilly enjoyed. One day he had
gone into the wood near the retreat of St. Angelo,
after vespers, and had walked far into a thick
part of that forest, that he might not be disturbed
in his sweet conversation with God ; but as the
students went out to amuse themselves, as is usual
at vacation times, they saw the good Father acci-
dentally walking under the trees, without his hat,
and approaching him, they saw that he was en-
tirely absorbed in God. One, more courageous
than the others, seeing him with the rosary of
our Lord in his hand, said, with confidence,
¢ What does the rosary say ¢’ And he, with all
simplicity and openness of heart, showing his
rosary, told them, that he was yet at the com-
mencement, and that he had stopped at those
very words, ¢ Pater noster,”” contemplating their
profound signification, without passing on, though
he had been already walking alone soge time. In
this manner, under the shade of trees, his soul
reposed in God, our most loving Father, and he
tasted the sweetness of those words, Pater noster,
in which he took great delight; hence, in spirit-
ual conference with religious, he exhorted them
to make their prayer in these words, * Pater
noster qui es in ceelis,”” and then added, * Say
this, <Pater noster,” and then be silent, and
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let your interior work.” It is no wonder that
Father Paul had so great a love for solitude,
wherein e found such benefit, and enjoyed such
sweet converse with God,

By his own choice, he would never have aban-
doned solitude, but would have spent in it, asin a
sepulchre of life, in which we die to the world, to
live happily to God all the hours of his life;
hence, with all truth he could write to a devout
soul :

1. When I have nothing to do, I do not
stop.

2. “When I have fulfilled my duties, I must
retire, and let myself be seen but little, aud I hope
to do it more and more, as I have made strong
resolutions in these holy days, because God wills
it. He who talks much with men, becomes less a
mau.

3. “1I cannot come to Orbetello, for I am suf-
fering more and more from my dreadful miseries,
and I have resolved, that without necessity I will
not descend from the mountain ; and I have most
firmly determined to bury myself here, except at
the time of the missions.”

From the great love of solitude, he left other
places as quickly as he could, when he was
obliged to visit them, and it appeared clearly,
that nothing but the glory of God could detain
him. He anxiously sighed for his return to the
retreat, even when his health seemed to require
that he should remain longer.

Ilis affection for solitude never diminished, and
in the last years of his life he wished to retire to
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the noviciate, and there end his days, hidden from
all eyes. “ I shall not have the pleasure of seeing
the little building down there,” he writes, ¢ for in
spring there is the chapter, and after that, with
God’s help, I shall fly to the noviciate. Itis not
expedient to employ me in labour, for as I am so
near death, I wish to retire from everything ; as
long as I could I have served, now I can do no
more.”’

It is, however, most true that when he quitted
his material and visible solitude, he carried with
himn always that interior solitude of the heart, in
which he conversed lovingly alone with his Lord.
He made use even of his journeys to recollect him-
self more and more in God, and he seemed, as he
went, to be entirely absorbed in that Supreme
Good, whom he tenderly loved. ¢ Scarcely,” thus
deposes a witness well worthy of credit, * had he
quitted the retreat, and the inhabited part of the
country, when he devoutly recited the Litany of
our Blessed Lady, and some prayers for the souls in
purgatory, with his companious, and after saluting
the holy angels, with the proper antiphon and
prayer, he weut on for some miles in silence,
during which time he was seen to be bathed in
tears, and his face so bright and so inflamed, that
he seemed like a seraph. Breaking silence at last,
he fervently exclaimed, ¢ Dear brethren, sursum
corda. All that we see is our property, what be-
longs to the Father, belongs to the sou ; all things
belong to God the Father, therefore all is ours, for
we are His children.” Again, on seeing trees,
springs, and grass, full of holy fervour, he ex-
claimed ¢ Be silent, be silent ; preach no more.”
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When he saw any village in the distance, he
taught the practice of kneeling, and sending the
angel guardian to visit Jesus Christ in the Blessed
Sacrament in that country.

Though Father Paul in his interior so greatly
enjoyed Almighty God and His infinite perfec-
tions, he knew that the Divine Spouse loves
secrecy and humility, which jealously guard Him,
and he endeavoured to make no exterior demon-
stration, and to conceal himself from the eyes of
men, that he might be more pleasing to God. He
was cheerful, frank, the capital enemy of hypo-
crisy, falsehood, and affected manners, and also of
that weakness, into which beginners in devoticn
sometimes fall, imagining that it consists either in
bending their neck affectedly, or some other exter-
pal act. At the time in which he made his
prayers with the community, he was most careful
to abstain from any mark of devotion, such as
sighs, groans, and extraordinary prostrations ; and
except, by tears, which proceeded from the furnace
of love, that burned in his heart, and ran sweetly
from his eyes without any noise, he gave no sign
of the interior communications he received from
Almighty God. He disapproved of singularity in
others, with a just and holy liberty, and he seemed
as if he could not tolerate them, for he wished
each one to keep his secret jealously to himself,

On account, however of his interior recollection,
his external appearauce and behaviour, without
his perceiving it, gave great edification, and moved
every one who saw him. It was very manifest
that he dwelt in-the world with his weak and cor-

-
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ruptible body, touching the earth with his feet
ouly, but that his heart was in heaven, and thus
each one was edified, as our Lord had foretold in
speaking familiarly to his interior, as one friend
does with another ; for one day, feeling a strong
desire not to give bad example to his neighbour,
but to edify, through a good and holy intention,
he was thinking over the means of carrying out
his design, and he heard in his heart a location
so clear and distinct, that he could not doubt of
its coming from God, and it was said to him, ¢ To
please me alone, thou shouldst keep recollected,
for good example to others follows from it in con-
sequence.” This locution was indeed most strong
and efficacious in him, for all his life he endea-
voured to keep recollected, and to converse fami-
liarly with God, feeling sure that he cannot dif-
fuse an odour of death, who remains united with
his Lord, who is the Lord of virtues and of life.
This interior exercise, this loving discourse and
intimate communication with God, gave birth in
him to a great and entire detachment from all
earthly thoughts, and every affection of flesh and
blood, and therefore he could write as follows : «1I
perceive that already the memory of our poor
house is nearly extinct in this country, and I can-
not express how greatly I rejoice in God for this ;
why, I cannot, and ought not to say.”

As it is impossible to raise oneself to God,
withont generously detaching oneself from the
world, nor to enjoy tranquillity aud profound in-
terior peace, without remouncing the inclinations
and mortifying the passions which seek their food
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on earth, this truly enlightened man, who was
skilled in the science that makes saints, required
from those who put themselves under his direc-
tion, the same detachment that he himself prac-
tised.

He wrote to a rector, I have thoroughly exam-
ined the letter of Br. N., and I see that there is no
necessity for his going to his home, and it is a
stratagem of the devil, to make him lose the
merit he has so far gained.”” e continues, with
his usval prudence, to say, that the affairs on
account of which religious men wish to go home,
may be very well arranged by means of other wise
and charitable persons, and he concludes, * Let
him abandon himself into the affectionate arms of
Jesus, and help his parents by his prayers, which
will do more good than he himself could.”

I do not like,”” he wrote to a penitent who had
been married, “that you should make such fre-
quent memorials of your late wife, it is better to
pray for her, and keep your heart in great detach-
ment, and your mind and imagination free from
any representation.”

In the same spirit he wrote to a nun, “I will
not fail to pray for Sig. G. C, and for your
mother, and for the whole family, but, remember,
that you are dead, and that the bells have already
tolled as a sign of it.”

It was noticed in his life how well his letters
and the instructions he gave to others, agreed
with his own method of acting in regard of his
relations, who for many good reasons would have
merited special consideration. Though they were
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of honourable and noble birth, as we have said,
they were in great difficulties, and we may say,
in real want. His mother was a widow, left with a
family, and after her death, a brother and sister
were left, who merited every kindness and com-
passion ; but Father Paul, who had forgotten his
country, and the affections of flesh and blood, not
only never went back after 1727, to Alessandria,
or Castellazzo, but never even sought any help or
temporal provision for his relations. It was not
that he did not love them, for virtue and ordinary
charity require it, but he wished, that in his love,
natural feeling should have no part, and he held
in suspicion every coin that was not the pure gold
of charity. Mindful, however, of the real duty of
well-ordered Christian piety, he encouraged them
by his letters, to suffer willingly their precious
trials, as he called them, and to confide in God who
is infinitely rich, but he never asked anything in
their favour, though he might so easily have
helped them, as he enjoyed the friendship of great
priuces and Sovereign Pontiffs, who, through their
charity and condescension, would have favoured
him in everything. True it is, that his brother
Sig. Joseph Danei, an honourable gentleman,
wrote to Mgr. Thomas Struzzieri, who hiad been
of our order, and was then Bisliop of Amelia,
to recommend some affairs to him; and in the
letter, he frankly told him that he had at first
applied to Father Paul of the Cross, but that he
had answered, that he could not, and would not
mix in such affairs, that he was dead, and they
must consider him so, and not think about him ;
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words truly worthy to be meditated oun and admir-
ed by all who know how much it costs to detach
oneself from honourable and virtuous parents, and
which show also how jealously Father Paul
kept his heart, for the holy love of God, to whom
he had entirely consecrated it.

CHAPTER XII.

HIS CHARITY AND TENDER COMFPASSION FOR HIS NEIGH-
BOUR, IN FAVOUR OF WHOM HE OBTAINS HELP AND
RELIEF FROM GOD, EVEN BY MIRACLES.

Troe beloved disciple, whose words are a com-
plete and perfect instruction, for the practice of
holy charity, left this written, *Si quis dixerit, quo-
niam diligit Deum, et fratrem suum oderit, mendax
est; Qui enim, non diligit fratrem suum quem
videt, Deum, quem non videt, quomodo potest
diligere ? (John iv. 20.)—If any one shall say
that he loves God, and has in the meantime, an
aversion to his brother, heis a liar ; for it is not to
be believed, that he, who does not love his brother,
whom he sees, will raise himself up to the love of
God, whom he does not see ;”” and he concludes,
“ E¢t hoc mandatum habemus a Deo, ut qui diligit
Deum, diligat et fratrem suum.—We have re-
ceived from God this commandment, that he who
loves God, must love his brother also.” With all
reason, therefore, it is said, that the true and cer-
tain mark of the love of God, is the love of our
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neighbour, and that he who loves his neighbour
most, loves God the best also. In this love of his
neighbour, the virtue of ®he venerable Father
Paul of the Cross shone out brightly. He had a
very compassionate heart, and from his youth, as
much as he could, he lovingly assisted the poor of
Jesus Christ. He went so far sometimes, as to
take the bread from his own mouth to relieve them
and assist their necessities. During the first years,
after he left home, he was several times in want of
a little bread, that he might not die or faint from
hunger, and when Divine Providence sent him an
alms through some charitable person,-he imme-
diately gave it to some other poor persoun, who
came to him, as it happened, more than once; for
the man of God never thought of the necessity
which he was suffering, without the hope of any
other provision for himself, as he travelled with-
out money or-any provision. As he grew in years,
he increased in compassion, and sought their relief
by every means. Travelling one day with some
gentlemen, who went with him through devotion,
they stopped when it was time to take refresh-
ment, and two or three poor people then came to
them, Father Paul, moved with compassion,
took the best fish and the bread, and would have
given the food to them, had he not been preven.
ted by his companions, who promised that the
poor should receive necessary relief. In propor-
tion as the servant of God gave food and nourish-
ment to the love for the poor, that burned in his
heart, by relieving them, so much the more did
it increase and strengthen, and oblige him,
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by a sweet and amiable violence, to continue and
increase the assistance and alms to the poor as
much as he conld.  *®

lle required, that in our retreats, alms should be
given to the poor who came to ask it, and besides
this, in the retreat at Rome, two days of the week
were assigued, on which bread and soup were given
to all the poor that came to receive them. He was
most anxious that this practice should not be neg-
lected, and often repeated with great affection,‘* Let
what is left in the refectory be given away at the
door ; it is the property of the poor.” And as at
Rome, in the retreat of St. John and Paul, the poor
came in great numbers, and the remnants from
the table were not sufficient for them all, the good
Father ordered, that whenever bread was made
for the religious, an oven full should be made also
for the poor, to be given at the door, and it was
certainly beautiful to witness the miracle of holy
poverty, that those who possessed nothing, and
lived by alms, should be able to relieve the poor
who flocked to them in such numbers. As cha-
rity feels as its own the wants of others, and in
proportion as our neighbour suffers, it feels his
burden and his sorrows, and eagerly seeks to
relieve him, so Father Paul, in those years, when
the poor people from the waut of corn and
other provisions, were in the greatest need, melted
with compassion and tenderness, and seemed una-
ble to find any rest because Jesus Christ’s poor
were not relieved as he desired. In the scarcity
of 1764, to excite a still greater fervour of charity
in his congregation, and teach them how to find



B. PAUL OF THE CROSS. 111

means in their poverty to help the poor, he wrote
a circular letter to all the retreats, in which he
clearly shows the tenderness of his charity; ex-
horting us strongly to find new methods of morti-
fication in a penitential life, that * fieret refectio
pauperis, abstinentia jejunantis.”

Not satisfied with the relief he had procured
for the poor by that letter, he made one day in
the retreat of St. Angelo, where he then was, a
discourse, in which, inflamed with charity, and
most deeply penetrated with compassion, he
showed on one side the misery of the poor, who
bad nothing to appease their hunger, and on the
other the mercy of God, so loving towards us,
that He provided us sufficiently, and freed us
from the difficulties and toils to which they were
subject, and then added, that it was not right
that we should be exempt from the universal
scourge, and that we ought to be the first to feel
for the wants of our ncighbour, to clothe our-
selves with the bowels of compassion, to make the
sorrows of our brethren our own, and give them
part of our own food, though scanty, and thus
share in the common calamity: that it seemed
to him proper that the religious should only re-
ceive half their usual portion, and that only half
the quantity of oil should be use in cooking, in
order, that what through the love of holy charity
was taken from the religious, should be distributed
at the door to the poor, nor did he ever cease
most earnestly to inculcate, that the poor ought
to be helped. And that, out of the great number
that came, not one should be forgotten by kLis
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charity, he ordered the brother appointed to the
kitchen, not to dismiss any one unrelieved, though
they came in such crowds, and he also said, “ Give
my soup to the poor, and the small loaf also, and
put a piece of bread for me in the refectory. Do
you understaund 2"

Often, in that year of want, on entering the
refectory, thinking more of the misery of the
poor, than of his own refreshment, he said, «“ We
shall not die of huuger; let him who wishes to
leave his soup, or little plate of herbs, with balf a
loaf for the poor, do it with God’s blessing,” and
saying this, full of compassion for the sufferings
of his dear brethren, not being able to restrain
his tears, he wept bitterly, through the grief of
his heart. These exhortations, and much more
the example of the servant of God, had the desired
effect, and the religious vied with each other in
Loly emulation, to deprive themselves in part at
least, of the provisions and bread given them in
the refectory, that they might be given to the
needy.

The servant of God must have felt great conso-
lation in seeing so much charity for the poor in
his children, and so great readiness in assisting
them as far as they could ; but though it was very
pleasing to him, that they showed themselves on
this occasion, by the excellence of their charity,
true disciples of Jesus Christ, nevertheless, his
heart seemed to be inconsolable during these
calamities of the poor. Like a tender mother,
who speaks of nothing more willingly than the
wants of her children, to give vent to her affec-
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tion, and obtain compassion for them, he often
spoke with his eyes bathed in tears, especially at
recreation time, of the sorrows and want suffered
by the poor. He had a particular devotion to go
himself to the door, and give alms with his own
hands. He went to the kitchen, and said hum-
bly to the cook, “ Brother, give me a little bread
to give to the poor,”” and then went to comfort the
person who was waiting for an alms.

As he was almost crippleﬁ, and rather dragged
himself along than walked, it caused no little
emotion and fervour, to see that venerable old
man receiving strength from his devotion, carrying
alms to Jesus Christ’s poor. Sometimes he exer-
cised this act of charity, humbly kneeling before
them. Oune day, while he was living in the retreat
of our Lady at Cerro, a poor man came to ask an
alms at the time the religious were dining; the
good Father told the porter to let him wait, and
in the course of dinner the servant of God kept
putting away what was brought to him and re.
serving it in a dish, and after dinner he himself
went to the door, and gave it affectionately with
his own hands to the poor man, and kneeling down
before him with his head uncovered, and with
tears in his eyes, he begged him to eat it, giving him
spiritual refreshment at the same time, by chari-
tably consoling and encouraging him to suffer his
poverty and misery for the love of God.

The servant of God was greatly comforted,
whenever he could make an offering of love to his
Lord and Saviour of what was given him for his
own support; heuce, when he was in Rome,
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though his food was most scanty, and from morn-
ing till night he took only two slices of bread,
and drank very little wine, he desired that his
poor brethren should benefit by this abstinence,
and he ordered the religious brother who was his
companion to give in charity the bread he himself
ought to have had to eat, and the wine also to a
certain person; and joining to holy charity the prac-
tice of true humility, gwhich is its-foundation, and
what renders it wortl§of a reward and crown, he
added, * Give him what you should have given
me in charity, for I do not deserve it, who am a
great sinner.” He desired to help every oue that
came to him, and had not the heart to send any
one away discontented. His companion had per-
ceived this virtuous inclination, and though he
was much edified by the servant of God, yet as he
did not equal him in the extent of his charity, he
was careful when he was living in the house of
SS. John and Paul, as he himself attests, not to
take poor people to him, for he was always moved
with pity, and ordered them relief. Though the
Retreat in the beginning was very poor, and there
was difficulty in procuring necessary support for
the Religious, the servant of God measuring his
power rather by his tender charity and confidence
in God, than by the small quantity of provisions
he had, ordered that something should be given to
all. Amongst others came a gentleman, who
made known to him the misfortunes which had
happened to him; Y. Paul could not refuse him
relief, and calling his companion, he told him
Le wanted $hirty pauls. The companion asked
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him what he wanted thirty pauls for, telling him
that he should consider we had hard work to live;
the servant of God humbly asked, that at least
twenty might be given him; and thus as well as
he could, he comforted that poor man. He would
have had a certain amount of scruple if he had not
tried to help the poor. Once he heard the bell
ring at the door, and running thither saw two
poor men; but as he was thinking of other
things, he said to them, *go on ringing, the porter
will come, and will give you charity ;”” he then
retired to his room. But, as if he had just com-
mitted some serious fault, he said, as his com-
panion heard, “I am very sorry I did not give
alms to those poor men, but if they return, I will
atone for the fault;” and it was known that
he felt great sorrow and displeasure; so much
did he fear the shadow of a fault against fraternal
charity.

He could not endure that things which were
spoiled and bad should be given to the poor,
One day, when he was at the Retreat of St.
Angelo, a brother asked his leave to give some-
thing to the poor, which was spoiled, and B. Paul
severely reproved him, telling him that it was
against charity to give to the poor what is preju-
dicial to health. It is not surprising that B.
Paul showed such true and cordial love for the
poor : he remembered what Jesus Christ has said,
that what is done to the poor He takes as done
to Himself, and, with the eyes of faith, he con-
sidered in each poor man, the person of Jesus
Christ. On this account he relieved them with so
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much readiness and respect. On another occasion,
when at his Retreat, five poor men came to ask
an alms, and he ordered the cook to give it them
immediately, adding, ¢ Look at their foreheads,
where all the five bear the name of Jesus Christ
engraved.”

As he knew what treasures are to be found in
poverty united with virtue, he desired to relieve
not only the temporal wants of the poor, and give
them bodily assistance, but also to help them
spiritually, for the soul is often no less weak and
needy than the body. When he spoke to his
beloved poor he encouraged them to bear their
misfortunes, and said to them, ‘*Take courage,
poor of Jesus Christ, for Heaven belongs to the
poor ; woe to the rich, for their riches will cause
them greater torment in hell, (quoting to this
effect some texts of Scripture) if they have not
made a good use of them.”

As this true disciple of his Divine Master, all
love and charity, could not do alone what he
wished for the poor, he laboured in their favour
as much as he could, making use of the oppor-
tunities that the giving of holy missions and
similar employments afforded him. On one oc-
casion, when F. Paul was giving the exercises
publicly in a city, in 1759, he found out that the
poor were in distress, because they were obliged
to pay back the loan of corn received for their
nourishment, during the past winter, from the
public deposit, without having the means of
repaying it, as the harvest had been very scanty
that year. The law was just going to be carried
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into effect against them, and the poor creatures
were reduced to extreme distress. F. Paul,
moved with compassion for them and their misery,
recommended so earnestly and forcibly from the
platform, to those gentlemen that governed this
public office, to grant some delay, and showed so
tender and cordial a compassion, that he moved
the hearts of the Vice President, and all the gen-
tlemen who had anything to do with the affair,
and obtained that payment should not be called
for until the following year, to the universal con-
solation of the poor. He grieved deeply when the
poor were abandoned. When the Servant of God
was staying in a Retreat, some poor came to the
door to ask alms. F. Paul, who was present,
said to them kindly, as it was harvest time, “ Why
do you not goand glean 2” ‘ Oh Father, that God
would grant that we might be able to go; the
masters will not allow it, because they want the
corn for the black pigs.” The Servant of God
was on fire with holy zeal, on hearing that beasts
were preferred before Jesus Christ’s poor; he
went to his brother, Father John Baptist, who was
perfectly versed in holy Scripture, to ask him to
find quickly that text where our Lord in the Old
Testament commands, that to the poor shall be
given full liberty to glean, and then wrote a letter
to the Ecclesiastical Superior of that place, repre-
senting strongly to him, the greatness of the
disorder, and how outrageous a thing it was to
prevent the poor from gleaning, to give food to
unclean animals.

More willingly, and with greater fervor, did the
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Servant of God exercise his charity, when there
was question of helping persons who, for want of
relief, were in danger of falling over some horrible
precipice of sin. Though he was poor, and the
Retreats of the Congregation were also poor,
nevertheless, made rich and ingenious by his
charity, he many times found means to assist poor
girls, who were in danger of losing their virtue.
This office of charity he exercised in Orbetello, a
city greatly attached to F. Paul, and much
beloved by him; and first with oue, then with
another sum of money, given him as an alms, he
placed in security the honour and innocence of
more than one. Once, in Rome, he was received
through charity by some kind benefactors, who
lodged him in their own louse, and as he went
out early to say Mass, according to his custom,
in returning he met two poor girls, who asked an
alms. The good Father, who had shortly before
received a piece of gold in alms, but had not the
money himself, turned to his companion, full of
charity, and ordered him to give the momney to
these poor girls, and for the security of their
virtue, to recommend to them the holy fear of
God, and devotion to the sacred Passion of Jesus
Christ. Once, when he was at the Retreat of St,
Angelo, a poor woman came, who had an oppor-
tunity of settling her daughter in marriage, but
had no means of providing her with what was
necessary to complete the arangements. The poor
creature had recourse to Father John Baptist of
St. Michael the Archangel, brother of the servant
of God. This good Father who was also all
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charity, told F. Paul, who at once ordered the
Rector of the Retreat to give the poor woman a
quilt, a mattress, and I believe also a pair of
sheets, with a sum of mouey, which was done, and
through this charitable donation, her daughter
was enabled to marry at Bieda. Thus F. Paul
sought to help his neighbour by every meaus.
And as his reputation was high, and he was con-
sidered a Saint, he obtained on this account for
his brethren, whom he loved tenderly in Jesus
Christ, what one less esteemed than he would
have found it impossible to gain,

Aud now, to my great consolation, I have to
speak of the charity with which the servant of
God particularly loved the city of Orbetello, and
of the extreme gratitude with which he endea-
voured to make a return for the charitable recep-
tion, and the alms, which, from the beginning, he
had received from its inhabitants. At the time
when the States of Tuscany were beseiged by the
Spanish troops, under the command of General
the Marchese de las Mines, by some evil reports
and falsehoods the mind of this gentleman was
so highly exasperated and irritated against the
people and citizens of Orbetello, that he had not
only ordered that the vineyards should be laid
waste, the viues cut down, and the country deso-
lated, but also that the city should be bombarded,
without reserve or compassion. All was ready, a
great quantity of mortars prepared, and a strong
detachment of troops ordered against Orbetello ;
when F. Paul, hearing of the misfortune that
threatened the city, moved on one side by com-



120 B. PAUL OF THE CROSS.

passion, and on the other by the hope of obtaining
everything from that general, over whose mind
our Lord had given him a spiritual influence, went
to the General, and began to dissuade him from
the undertaking, assuring him that the people of
Orbetello were not of that bad character, that
malicious persons had represented them to be,
that they were honest, civil, and well behaved,
and that they would be ready to ‘surrender to him
on conditions, so that he might himself ascertain
the truth of what he said. But, as the General,
who had begun the undertaking, did not yield
nor revoke the order, F. Paul said so much, and
begged so humbly, and so efficaciously, that this
gentleman could resist no longer, and said openly
to Father Paul, that he granted his request, ad-
ding these precise words, ‘‘Ido it for you, Father
Paul.” The order was withdrawn, and everything
“suspended, nor had the General to repent of yield-
ing to Father Paul’s advice, as charitable as it
was just, for when the place was surrendered, and
he entered Orbetello, seeing the character of the
inhabitants, and perceiving the falsity of the ca-
lumnies, he said to the Venerable Father, ¢« You
are right, Father Paul ; I am very well pleased
with these people, and am obliged to you for what
you made me do ;" and by saying this, he showed
how useful it is, even to military men, to have
persons, who in the heat of certain resolutions,
which repentance alone can repair, will speak in
time for the truth, and for innocence.

With much more difficulty, he obtained from
the Governor of Longone the pardon he asked for
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a poor man condemned to death, and it required a
miracle. He was a poor soldier, and having been
sentenced to death for desertion, a great crime in
the army, there seemed to be no hope of obtain-
ing his forgiveness; for the Governor had this
peculiarity, that when he had once sentenced a
criminal to death, he admitted no one to an
audience till the sentence was executed. On the
very morning when it was to take place, he was
in his own room, sitting, his sword on the ground,
and leaning, I do not know why, with his head on
the hilt, waiting immoveable in this position, till
the news should be brought him that the man was
dead, having given strict orders that in the mean-
time no one should come to him. F. Paul being at
Longone, was entreated by the officers to interpose
with the Governor in favour of the poor man.
The good Father knew not how to refuse to per-
form this act of charity for a soldier, for whom he
witnessed such compassion in the officers. He
went immediately to the Governor’s palace, to
speak to him and ask the favour, but was told by
all his court that he could not have an audience,
as there was a strict order to admit no ohe. The
servant of God did not lose courage, he again
begged and entreated that they would tell his
excellency that it was F. Paul, and that he wished
to speak of an affair that would not admit of
delay, Seeing such perseverance, and knowing
the merit of the servant of God, though they had
given him many refusals, they finally consented to
take a message to the Governor, who, contrary to
his custom, permitted him to enter. On his
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entrance, the Governor said: “Well, Father Paul,
what do you want?” “Your excellency,” he
replied, “I wish this condemned man to be set
free” 1 cannot do it,” said the Governor.
F. Paul then set before him the reasons that could
move him to clemency, and again with greater
force begged him to forgive the criminal, but the
Governor, inflexible, always replied, *I cannot, I
cannot.” The servant of God, seeing that he
could not obtain the favour from man, emboldened
by his charity, hoped to receive it from God, aund,
inflamed with holy zeal, he said: ¢ Well, since
your excellency will not grant this favour, let God
do it;"” and as he spoke, he struck his hand
against the wall. Scarcely had he ceased speak-
ing, than the palace began to shake from its very
foundation, and the Governor was seized with
such fear and terror, that, turning to F. Paul, all
trembling, he said: * Father Paul, the grace is
granted;” and thus this soldier was liberated who
was on the point of being executed. ~When the
servant of God could do nothing else, he had a
wonderful and most efficacious secret by which he
sought to obtain relief for his neighbour : he made
by prayer fervent recourse to God, in whose hands
are all the hearts and all the destinies of men,
and the dominiou of every other creature ; and
through his desire that the harvest might be
abundant, he prayed himself, and wished others
to beseech the Divine Goodness to bless the fruits
of the earth, and grant that they might produce
an abundant harvest, as he could not bear to see
the poor people in want. By this means he
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miraculously obtained relief for more than one
place.

He was once giving a mission in Canepina, in
September, 1750 ; and as in that year it was
perceptible that the harvest of chestnuts would be
very poor, as the leaves of the trees were yellow
and withered, and the husks spoiled by the great
dryness of the season, the people who derived
their chief support from the chestnuts were in
great affliction and consternation. F.Paul, full of
compassion, felt a great desire to help these poor
people. Feeling in himself a great confidence in
God, he sought to infuse it. also into the people,
and from the platform said in public: ¢ Fear not,
my people, recommend yourselves to God, and
trust in Him, for I hope that the harvest of chest-
nuts will be abundant this year.” In fact, after
the mission and the departure of the servant of
God, most unexpectedly, as the season was far
advanced, copious rain fell, which so greatly in-
vigorated the trees, that they producsd a more
abundant harvest than had been before witnessed.
1le obtained by his prayers a similar benefit for
the people of Vallerano, to whom he was giving a
mission in the same year and season. The chest-
nuts in that territory had suffered even more than
at Canepina, the trees had lost nearly all their
leaves, and the husks, besides being very small,
were withered, and as it were burnt up; every one
expected that the first rain would bring them to
the ground, and that there would be no harvest at
all. F. Paul, who desired to confer at the same
time two benefits on these people, repeated often
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to them: * Be converted, my people, and I assure
you that God will give you a good harvest of
chestnuts,” Not one word of the servant of God
fell to the ground ; everything was verified ; and
the very abundant harvest that followed was
attributed to the prayers of F. Paul, who was
comforted by Almighty God in his desire of assist-
ing these people temporally, because they courage-
ously resolved to profit by the mission. Through
this charitable compassion he wrought by the
power of God other miracles in favour of his
suffering neighbour, Antonio di Parmiglio Galli,
of Bieda, was carrying, one day, to the Retreat of
St. Angelo, lime and other materials for the build-
ing, when he was seized on his way with so violent
a toothache, that he was scarcely able to reach
the place ; and whilst his companions went into
the Retreat, he remained outside, and, unable to
endure the excessive pain, threw himself on the
ground as if in despair. Just then F. Paul came
out at the door, and hearing that poor Antonio
had so dreadful a toothache, he went to him most
compassionately, and asked him to go and take
some food with the others in the stranger’s room.,
Antonio replied that he could not masticate any
sort of food in the state he was. The servant of
God begged him again, however, and in the end
almost obliged him to go in. When he entered
the room, F. Paul gave him with his own hauds a
piece of bread, and told him to eat it through
obedience. He began to eat, but, as was natural,
the bread increased the pain, which was excessive
before. F. Paul then made the sign of the Cross
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on the suffering cheek, and then, as if in play,
and smiling, gave him a slight blow, saying:
« Does it hurt you now ?” The pain immediately
departed, and Antonio exclaimed, ¢ Ah, Father,
I am alive again!” ¢ Well then,” said F. Paul,
“ eat with the others.”” Antonio began to eat,
and did so without pain, and with the greatest
facility, as if he had never had the toothache.
W hen he was going away, wishing to kiss F. Paul’s
hand, he seized it almost by force, and as he
kissed it, the decayed tooth from which he had
suffered fell into the hand of the servant of God,
as if it were to be a visible and clear testimony of
the wonderful and charitable cure wrought by
that blessed hand. Antonio left the Retreat
perfectly well, and never again suffered from
toothache.

By the same motive of charity, Father Paul
wonderfully cured a sick woman. He had gone
to Orbetello to visit the mother of a family,
wlo was very ill; she had a young daughter,
who, if her mother died, would have been left in
want—a dangerous thing at her age. The heart
of the servant of God was touched by the mother’s
suffering and the daughter’s danger, and when he
left the house he said to his companion: *“I feel
great compassiou for that poor sick woman;” and he
showed also a great desire to help her : in fact, as
was known afterwards from this Father Fulgenzio,
F. Paul appeared miraculously the following night
to the sick woman, who was wonderfully cured.
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CHAPTER XIIL

OF THE SERVANT OF GOD'S CHARITY TOWARDS THE
MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION AND TOWARDS ALL
THE SICK.

Ir the servant of God’s charity was great
towards all, we ought most certainly to say that
it was extraordinary towards the Congregation
whose members he tenderly loved as his dear
children, and in his humility respected as servants
of God, more fervent and virtuous than himself,
It is impossible to express the marks of cordiality,
affection, and the most refined charity, that Father
Paul gave on all occasions to his Religious. He
who has seen it can do no less than say, with great
gratitude, that Father Paul’s charity was the
charity of a Saint, and so well were we all per-
suaded of this truth, that it was said amongst us,
when he was alive, ¢ There is no charity like that
of our Father.” No one had recourse to him, who
was not consoled in affliction, comforted under
humiliations, reassured in perplexities, and imme-
diately assisted if he was in any necessity ; inso-
much that his brother and director, Father John
Baptist of St. Michael the Archangel, used to
call him, with holy cheerfuluess, the Mamma of
mercy. The servant of God did not, however,
wait till persons had recourse to him, but pre-
vented the requests and even the wishes of every
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one. He was most watchfully solicitous to foresee
and provide, in the instructions he gave those
who were in office, for the wants of each, and he
inquired closely into them. ~He desired that to
each and to all should be charitably given what
was required, and as much as was possible accord-
ing to our poverty, and that no one should have
reason to complain. Not only by words but by
letters he often told the Rectors, that with confi-
dence in God, they must give the Religious all
that is prescribed and allowed by our holy rules ;
and he had a most persuasive manuer of gaining
the hearts of these superiors and leading them to
act according to the spirit of Jesus Christ, He
had an especial love and compassion for the
novices, as tender plants requiring greater culti-
vation and more consideration. He would not
allow the penance to be given them, to fast on
bread and water. He writes as follows to Father
Fulgenzio the Master of Novices, a man of holy
life : “«“We see, and it is practised by all, that
every one mortifies himself by leaving something ;
if the portion be so scanty, when something is left
scarcely anything remains. For much restriction
must not be allowed, it is detestable, but the
medium is discreet, and I saw when I was in
Chapter, that all was done well, and I hope it will
continue. Oh how necessary is vigilance that the
young may keep up their strength, otherwise we -
should have a hospital, and few would persevere !
Iknow that you are cautious in forbidding the
little chains and other penances beyond the rulo,
and I know practically your charity, prudence,
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and discretion. Do not be surprised that I speak
so much of this, for God makes me feel it
much, and I assure you, that from the keeping up
the strength, of the young especially, the rules are
better observed.” When young men came to take
the habit, and he was at the Retreat of the Novi-
ciate, he immediately shewed them all the tender-
ness and charity of his heart, and was filled with
consolation to see them, from the stormy sea of
the world, placed as it were in security in the
harbour of regular observance. Towards the
young ecclesiastical students, who have not gene-
rally that perfection and steadiness of mind
which is found in the far advanced, the wise and
prudent Father shewed a great affection and care,
and as much as he could cultivated them himself,
and directed them in the spiritual life. When he
was in the retreat of study, he often listened to
their conferences, and often also made to them
exhortations full of affection and efficacy, and on
all occasions he gave them much paternal advice.
On every occasion he shewed his interest in the
voung, his strong wish for their spiritual benefit,
ind his consideration for their health.

General, indeed, for all was his paternal affec-
-ion, his diligence and most affectionate solicitude.
{e required the food to be prepared according to
‘overty certainly, but with cleanliness and holy
‘narity, that the Religious might keep themselves
n health, and serve God and their neighbour ;
anl his charity was so attentive, that even the
sast things did not escape his notice. Ie even
went 50 far as to teach the superiors and cooks
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how to prepare Lenten food, and said that when
he was at Monte Argentaro, in the first beginning,
he was the cook himself, but that was indeed sim-
ple cookery that he performed when he was alone,
or with his brother John Baptist, at Monte Argen-
taro, for Father Fulgenzio of Jesus, who is now
dead, used to relate that he was one of the first
companions of the servant of God, and that when
he went to be received into the Congregation and
take the habit, Father Paul, as a sign of joy, and
to strengthen his new companion aund excellent
novice, put a pot full of vegetables on the fire,
and this was to be all their dinner ; but beginning
with great fervour to speak of hgavenly things, he
forgot his pot and the fire and his cookery all ended
in smoke. If the Religious were going to travel,
his charity was most ingenious in their behalf;
with great exactness, especially if the journey
was long, he gave them a sort of itinerary that
they might know the precise spots where they
could rest and refresh themselves from the fatigue
of their journey. He desired them to take some
light provisions with them, that they might not feel
faint. He contrived that out of the things belong:
ing to the Retreat, those should be cliosen most
suited to their wants, and he himself took care that
those little things should be prepared which would
be for the greater comfort of his poor Religious,
He truly seemed what he was, a most tender
Father, so great were his charity, affection, and
attention; he neglected nothing, and seemed to be
engaged on a most important affair, for in his eyes

whenever charity was in question everything was
VOL. IL.—9,
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of importance. ~When the Religious returned
from any journey he received them affectionately,
embraced them with great charity, compassionated
their fatigue, and, if they had been absent seve-
ral days, he required an accouat of what had been
done, but in so pleasing and kind a manner that
it delighted them. He ordered dinner or supper
to be prepared for them, according to the time of
their arrival, and with special charity ,* Poor Reli-
gious !”” he said kindly, « they have been labour-
ing.” When our Missionaries were going to
cultivate the vineyard of the Lord it was easy to
see that he accompanied them with his heart and
with his charity, and he omitted none of the regu-
lations dand advice by which he hoped everything
would succeed well, without injury to their health.
He recommended them to take necessary repose,
saying “If our Lord granted you extraordinary
strength you might remain two or three days
without food, but as you have not such strength,
you must take necessary refreshment.” Ile also
exhorted them to labour with holy discretion, that
in them might be fulfilled the words of the Holy
Ghost, which he quoted with his usual fervour,
¢ Honestavit illum in laboribus,” and then also
he added will be verified that our Lord ¢com-
plevit labores illius,” When they returned to the
Retreat from holy Missions, after the good success
of their work, then it was that his charity knew
no bounds; the greatest marks of affection and
distinction were for the Missionaries, he embraced
them, he kissed their foreheads, lavished a thou-
sand caresses on them, and immediately desred
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that food should be prepared for them, telling the
cook that he must treat the Religious with holy
charity, and as if he feared the cook should forget
or be unable to give them the necessary refresh-
ment, he sent for the Rector and gave him the
order, and to be more sure went in person to the
kitchen to give distinct orders. He often used to
repeat those words of the Apostle, * Duplici
honore digni habeantur maxime qui laborant in
verbo.” He earnestly begged the Religious to
refresh themselves, and take the food and sleep
that they required for the restoration of their
strength ; “and I remember,” says a witness,
“ that on one occasion, though he was then infirm
and almost crippled, he would wait upoh us at
table himself.” He ordered them to take addi-
tional rest several nights, and all these things the
servant of God performed in so pleasing a manner
that he gained the hearts of all, and engaged
them to persevere with new fervour in the
apostolic ministry, He used to say, as if in
justification of all these demonstrations: “A
Missionary is of more value than a Retreat,
through the great good he brings to souls.” He
sometimes also said, “It is better to lose a Re-
treat, than a Missionary.”

The good Father could not bear to see any one
suffering more than is required by the rule, and if
he saw that one religious had greater difficulty
than the others, his compassion was excited, and
he tried to relieve them. For this purpose he even
deprived himself of food, taking it from his own
mouth to give it to others. This happened par-



132 B. PAUL OF THE CROSS.

ticularly at the time of novenas of great devotion
in the congregation, when the religious each
usually deprive themselves one day of their por-
tion, eat sitting on the ground, and practise simi-
lar mortifications, on which occasions F, Paul
often gave up his portion, and sent it to one of
his children, for fear he should suffer too much.
Above all, the charity of the servant of God
was wonderful and special for the sick. He had
great devotion in visiting and assisting them, and
waiting upon them himself, whether they were
religious or externs. He had made a good novi-
ciate in this holy practice, at the hospital of St.
Gallicano, named by him in a letter, *“ A furnace
of charity—there is none greater.” During the
long space that he lived in the retreat of St.
Angelo, to keep up as well as he could a custom
50 holy, and a practice so dear to our Lord, each
time he went to the neighbouring town of Vetralla,
he visited the sick, going to the hospital with
otbers, which served as a stimulus and example,
to the edification and consolation of the people.
At Vetralla, also, the servant of God showed
his tender and loving heart towards the sick, and
our Lord granted him the consolation of knowing
how much good is effected by charitably visiting
them. One day, as he was returning from Ve-
tralla to the Retreat, he asked on the way, urged
by his ardent charity, whether there was any sick
person in the neighbourhood, and hearing that
there was a man ill, he quickly went to him, and
very opportunely, for he found the poor man seri-
ously ill, and in danger of death, without having
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made his confession. The servant of God without
delay began to assist him to dispose himself for
the great journey to eternity; he heard his confes-
sion, and was most strenuous in desiring that the
curate should be sent for, to give him the other sa-
craments, as death was approaching ; and in fact,
after two or three days, the sick man died, having
had the happiness of making his confession at
the last hour to a man of such charity and zeal.
In the visits that Father Paul made to the sick,
knowing the danger, he told them clearly to pre-
pare to die, and abandon themselves into the lov-
ing hands of God, and he would have considered
it a great sin to flatter them, and a sin completely
contrary to that openness of heart, and sincerity
in words, which he so greatly loved in himself and
others. Nor did he think it lawful, as some
wrongly imagine, to deceive persons on account
of their distinguished rank. No less to them than
to others, he gave notice in a becoming manner,
but with the true liberty of the servants of Ged,
that they must dispose themselves for a happy
death. When he was at the retreat of St. Angelo,
a person of distinction fell dangerously ill, in a
neighbouring town. The venerable servant of
God hastened thither, through his zeal for the
gentleman’s soul, and some days after he had
returned home to the Retreat, he was heard by a
devout friend, exclaiming with great grief, and
sighing, ¢ Oh, I did it in time ! 1 told him clearly
that he must prepare for eternity ! he allows him-
self to be deceived, and believes those who flatter
him !” and continuing to refer to the sick man,
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he said, ¢ Ah, if I could go, but the night and the
long distance prevent me!” The good priest, his
friend, was edified to see such zeal in the servant
of God, for that soul, and when the following day,
he heard that the sick man was dead, he believed
that Father Paul, by supernatural light, had been
made aware of the imminent danger in which he
was.

Feeling persuaded of the fruit which is reaped
from visiting the sick, according to the words of
the Holy Ghost, ‘Non te pigeat visitare infir-
mum, ex his enim in dilectione firmaberis,” he
used to say to our religious at Rome, who went
to the hospital, ¢ Oh, what a great vineyard is the
hospital ; great good may be doune for the sick ;
blessed are they, let them then go to visit the sick.
Ah, if T were not deaf, and so infirm, how gladly
would I go, but God does not will it, and I am
content ;” and in saying this he showed a deep
feeling of charity which animated all to the holy
work. More than once, with great fervour of
charity, he said, *If for our sins, our Lord should
send the plague in my time, I would be the first
to quit my solitude to help in everything and
everywhere my poor neighbours, suffering from
such a disease, and I would help them as long as I
had breath and life.”

Every one can imagine easily, how extremely
tender would be Father Paul’s charity for the
sick of the congregation, if it was so great for all
others. He used to say, that the sick required
either a mother or a saint ; in fact, Father Paul
had the heart of a mother towards the sick, be-
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cause he had the charity of a saint. Often in the
day he visited them, he waited upon them with
incomparable affection, and he was all attention
that nothing might be wanting of medicine, food,
or any other remedy, going so far as to deprive
himself of the little refreshments given to him or
prepared for him, of which he stood so much in
need. When he was in good health, he himself
prepared remedies for the sick, and gave them
with his own hands; he kindly assisted them, and
performed all those offices for them that his
paternal charity dictated. He would almost have
considered himself guilty of grievous sin, if, when
going about, he had not several times visited
the sick, though not in danger, nor did he dis-
pense himself from it, on account of his other
weighty duties. He asked each one how he felt,
if he wanted anything, if he had all necessary
assistance and charity, if in due time and place he
was provided with what he required, and if he could
serve him in anything; and to his words he united
such marks of affection, that his heart seemed to
be melting with tenderness and compassion, which
clearly proved his great love for God and his
neighbour. And in order that the sick might
know how to avail thomselves of the treasure that
is hidden in sickness, he suggested powerful mo-
tives of loving resignation to the Divine Will, to
suffer the disease with patience, from the exam-
ple of the passion and death of Jesus Christ, that
the sick man might abandon himself with holy
joy to the will and pleasure of God, and might
well understand that that was the proper time to
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practise virtue, in imitation of the apostle, who
said, ¢ Cum infirmor, tunc potens sum. Virtus in
infirmitate perficitur.” This was his principal
end in visiting the sick, that each one might be
spiritually assisted, and that the holy Sacraments
might be administered carefully and in time. He
did not allow any one to be left alone who re-
quired assistance, and was in affliction, that he
might not be deprived of necessary spiritual and
temporal aid. When he was obliged to lie in bed,
if he could by any means rise, he dragged him-
self, or was carried by others, to visit those who
were sick, and it was indeed a touching sight to
see the good old man walking with crutches, or
carried in the arms of others, proceeding to the
infirmary ; and if he could not leave bis bed, he
sent others in his place to see how the sick were,
whether they wanted anything, if they were assis-
ted and relieved, if they were treated with charity,
if he could be of any use to them in anything.
In effect, he behaved like a true father, or even a
tender mother towards all, especially the sick.
As the charity of God, who is the Sovereign
Master, and perfect model of charity, embraces
all, so the charity of the servant of God, which was
a fire lighted up by the Holy Ghost in his heart,
knew no restriction nor reserve ; it embraced all,
and was most affectionate, not only towards priests
and missionaries, but also to students, lay-bro-
thers and even the boys and workmen that he
employed in the Retreat. During a great epide-
mic predicted by the Saint, which in 1759 at-
tacked our retreat of St. Angelo, and carried off a
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great number, the sick amounted to seventeen.
Amongst them were three seculars who worked in
the Retreat, and were happy enough to ascertain
by experience the extent of Father Paul’s cha-
rity ; for the good Father immediately ordered
that they should be waited upon like the religious,
visited by the physician, helped by all the reme-
dies that were judged necessary, and attended
night and day, without ever being left,

True charity penetrates by its beneficial effects,
even when at a distance, to every place where it
can find nourishment for its kind and holy desire
of relieving others. Hence, when there were sick
in the retreats, when Father Paul could not be
present, he visited them in spirit by the compas-
sion and tenderness of his heart. He wrote press-
ing letters to the rectors, and with great charity
recommended to them the care of the poor sick.
He often said, *Poverty is good, but charity is
better.”

In convalescence, he wished that the religious
should act with discretion, for the recovery of
their strength, therefore he disapproved of their
applying, or kneeling too much, and so weakening
themselves, or preventing their speedy recovery
and perfect cure. He required the same spirit of
charity in all the superiors of the congregation.
He used to say, and he repeated it also in the
chapter room, after a general chapter, when the
capitulars were present, that the sick should be
treated with great charity in proportion to their
wants, and that expense should not be considered,
but that in case of necessity the sacred vessels
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should be pledged or even sold. Thus he clearly
showed that he loved all for the love of God, and
in a more special manner those of whom he had
the particular care, as he had learned in the
school of charity, in which all is according to
order, He made use of every occasion to practise
this virtue so strongly incalcated by our Divine
Redeemer, and, even in the last moments of his
life, gave extraordinary signs of his tender charity,
as may be seen in the course of the history, thus
disposing himself to enter happily into the im-
mense ocean of divine charity and heavenly sweet-
ness.

CHAPTER XIV.

OF THE CHARTITY OF THE SERVANT OF GOD FOR THE
SPIRITUAL BENEFIT OF SOULS, )

Ir Father Paul was so anxious for his neigh.
bour’s good, where bodily health and life were
concerned, much greater, and beyond comparison,
was his care and solicitude when the soul and its
eternal felicity were interested ; for he knew well,
that as the soul is the chief part of man, so the
principal and best part of charity should be exer-
cised towards the soul, for the sake of future and
eternal happiness. To ascertain in some degree,
how constautly this internal fire kept him in mo-
tion for the good of his neighbour, we must see
him in his missionary duties ; when he had to go
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forth ir'lto the field to fight against sin, the cruel
enemy of souls, nothing could keep him back. In
the last years of his life, he went out when he was
suffering greatly from his usual infirmities and
pains, and sometimes with fever upon him. It was
always very well known, that he sought nothing
but to rescue souls from the slavery of sin and
bring them to God. He spared himself neither
by day nor night, he spent almost all the time
either in reconciling enemies, and settling their
differences, in hearing confessions, or in prayer,
with that difficulty to himself, that can easily be
imagined, as the poor missionary was sometimes
troubled and oppressed by the disease which as we
have said he had upon him. Very short was his
repose, and he often spent whole nights in hear-
ing confessions, without closing his eyes. All
seemed to wish to confess to him, not only a great
number of distinguished persons, but also the
most uncultivated in mind, the fiercest souls,
beggars, and wretched persons, all wanted Father
Paul, because he showed for all a most singular
charity., Those, however, to whom Father Paul
seemed most tender and affectionate, were the
greatest sinners and the most defiled souls. Like
a compassionate physician, he took an especial
care of such souls, because he knew they stood in
greater need of it. He used to say, that banditti
and similar persons were his greatest friends,
and, in fact, he loved them all with a boundless
charity, and they perceiving the servant of God'’s
affection, and knowing the benefits they received
from bim, became strongly attached to him. To
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gain them, the servant of God treated them in the
most sweet, mild, and persuasive manner, he
caressed them, embraced them, and seemed to
become teir father to free them from the hands
of the devil and the monster sin, so that it had
become a proverb, that for a great sinner, Father
Paul’s charity was required, and it was said, “ As
for you, you want Father Paul.”

If we were to attempt to describe the wonderful
conversions wrought by God through His servant,
on this sort of people, we should require an entire
volume ; it will suffice to relate a few of them, for
from these and others already related, we can
imagine how great was the charity of Father Paul
for these poor lost and almost despairing people.
In 1756, there was at Canino a certain man who
lived in sin with a woman, and neither the zeal
and efforts of the parish priest, nor the orders of
ecclesiastical superiors had sufficed to make him
quit her, thongh they had anxiously endeavoured
to remove so great a scandal and sin. The ser-
vant of God, when on a mission, in order to gain
this wandering soul, sent for him, received him
with great charity, embraced and affectionately
kissed his forehead in the public room of the
house where he was staying, in the presence of
several persons, and then led him to a room apart.
This poor sinner was so touched with the kind
and affable manuers, and the efficacious words of
the servant of God, that he immediately resolved
to change his life ; and what he determined upon
he faithfully executed, he removed the scandal,
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abandoned his sinful course, and became sincerely
converted to God.

We will relate another wonderful conversion,
When Father Paul was travelling on business
from one country to another, he saw at a distance
a band of soldiers with their muskets on their
shoulders, and to one of them he made a sign to
wait for him, and as the man did not understand,
he said aloud to him, ¢ Wait for me; wait for me;
you are to be mine.” At these words all of them
stopped in amazement, not understanding the
meaning of these words; but he who had been
called was more surprised than the others,
When Father Paul came up to them, he immedi-
ately went to embrace the one to whom he had
made a sign, and kissing him, said, ¢ My son, I
wish to cure you; you are not well, and you need
a physician to cure you ; I am the physician, and
will do it.”” ‘The man, much more surprised, an-
swered, “I am well, and I wish to God that P
might be always so.” Father Paul then replied,
with the tears falling from his eyes, “ You will
not escape from my hands; you are to be mine,
and not the devil's.” The poor man understanding
then what sort of disease was meant, and seeing
himself thus discoveredeby the servant of God,
through supernatural light, since what Father
Paul said was quite true, conceived in his heart
a great esteem for him, and afterwards a sincere
desire to confess to the blessed Father; but as
he had to perform a duty imposed upon him by
his superior, he said, < He could not then go to
confession,” Father Paul then answered, ¢ For
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your soul’s sake, you must leave all things; fear
not, I will speak to your superior.” He took him
to a place apart, and having prepared him for
confession, began to hear him but, behold another
miracle—Father Paul held the crucifix in his
hands, and, as if he read in those most sacred
wounds the sins of the penitent, manifested to
him his sins one by one, the soldier acknowledging
himself guilty of them. Our Lord, who, like an
affectionate pastor, recalled to the fold that lost
sheep, by so great a miracle, gave the poor sinner
so deep a conviction, horror, and detestation of
his crimes, that during the whole time of the con-
fession, which occupied about four hours, he did
nothing but weep, and felt afterwards such satis-
faction and happiness, that he could scarcely con-
tain himself for spiritual joy.

Another miserable sinner had given his soul to
the devil, and the time agreed upon with the
malicious tempter having already expired, he was
.in the last degree of despair. To his great hap-
piness, he prostrated himself before a man full of
that charity of which he had so great need in his
deplorable state ; this was Father Paul. On see-
ing him, the servant of God felt in his heart a
particular impulse, which strongly urged him to
assist and comfort him. He immediately heard
" him with great tranquillity and patience, put
before his eyes his dreadful situation, and after
he had recalled and detested the infamous com.
pact, made him make the profession of faith, to
recover the Divine Grace—with what consolation
we may easily coneeive.
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The venerable servant of God had a good oppor-
tunity of employing his charity for the benefit of
some poor apostates, who, flying from a fold where
they are vigilantly watched, fall into the greatest
errors. By his zeal and charitable endeavours
he obtained the return to religion of two apos-
tates, one of whom, besides apostacy, had been
guilty of homicide. Our Lord, who knew the
charity of His servant, and had granted him a
heart so sweet, kind, and loving, to compassionate
poor sinners, once sent some to him, even in a
miraculous way. When he was giving a mission, a
man came to him, just as he was taking off his
vestments, after celebrating Mass, and with a loud
voice, cried out, “Father Paul, hear my confes-
sion, for I have not confessed for ten years.” The
servant of God answered, “Why do you give your-
self a bad name 2" And turning to those who were
present, said to them, Do not believe him, he says
that to get the first turn in the confessional.”
The penitent, who had a strong desire of finding a
remedy to his already festering wounds, thought
of nothing but of speedily putting himself into the
hands of a skilful and charitable physician, and re-
plied with firmness, *“Isay that I have not confess-
ed for ten years.” The servant of God then in a low
voice told him to wait till he had made a short
thanksgiving, and then to follow him to the house
immediately. The penitent obeyed, and when in
the house, Father Paul took him to his room, and
heard his confession. But in that confession the
Divine mercy took a loving revenge; for when
the number and enormity of the sins were exces-
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sive, then grace abounded more ; and this man,
so far from God before, received from our Lord so
deep contrition, that he began to strike his breast
violently with a large stone he had purposely
brought with him, and would not have ceased, if
the servant of God, perceiving it, had not made
him put it down, But we must make known how
this poor man determined to confess, for it was an
extraordinary circumstance. As he was going to
the Mission, to listen, perhaps through curiosity,
to the Missioner, the devil, as he himself related,
appeared to him, threatening him, and wishing to
carry him away. Any one can imagine how ter-
rified the poor wretch was. He travelled on as
well as he could to the place, and stayed there for
the night, during which he heard a voice which
said to him, “ Go to confession, go to Father Paul.”
He did not know the Missionary’s name, but
learned it then, and made use of it the following
morning to call him by it. By the same charity
he obtained from a bandit that, laying aside his
ferocity, he would ;ﬂrdon a man whom he had re-
solved to kill. The servant of God going one day to
Orbetello, found one of the principal gentlemen in
that place in a great state of terror, not daring to
go beyond the city gates, because a famous chief of
banditti, who had a den and place of security in
Magliano, under a different government, distant
about ten miles from Orbetello, was watching and
waiting for this person to leave the gates of the.
city, as he was positively determined to kill him,
Many gentlemen interposed to appease this fero-
cious and sanguinary man, but in vain; for, en-
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couraged in his boldness by the company of others
of the same character, who were with him, he was
implacable, and would nof hear a word of pardon
or reconciliation. Father Paul, hearing of it,
animated with the charity that burnt in his
breast, said he would go in person to find this
bandit, and speak to him, though he did not know
him. He therefore took his crucifix, and armed
with that lively confidence with which his charity
inspired him, took the road to Magliano, though
every one tried to dissuade him from it, and told
him he would incur great danger. But the ser-
vant of God, having in the crucifix an unconquer-
able weapon and defence, went to the place, and
finding him in a small house, asked him if he was
such a person ; but he already supposed it, from
the manner in which he was armed. IHe answer-
ed rudely, and with a troubled countenance, that
he was the same. The servant of God then
kneeling down with the crucifix in his hand, said,
“I am come on purpose to ask a favour of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, and I shall
not depart till I obtain it.” He answered
angrily as before, enquiring what he wanted.
“ Nothing,” replied the servant of God, * but that
you pardon such a person, and do not injure
him.” At these words the heart of the bandit
was entirely changed, and quite touched and sub-
dued, he immediately said, ¢“Oh Father rise! I
cannot refuse it to you; you alone could obtain
this. Yes, I pardon him from my heart.” Father
Paul, whom experience had made very cautious,
and aware that he must continue to strike as long
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as the iron was hot, for the security of so Clris-
tian an action, drew out a paper, which he had
purposely brought, and -which contained the pro-
mise and concession of pardon and peace; he
read it, and presented it to be signed by the ban-
dit, who immediately acceded. The venerable
Father, seeing so good a disposition for a com-
plete conversion, with his usual fervour, sweetness,
and persuasiveness, began to speak to him of God,
and the wicked man was touched, repented, and
immediately asked to confess to the servant of God.
Father Paul, who sought nothing so eagerly as to
carry to our Lord’s feet this soul as a rich and noble
prey, heard him with great charity ; and in the
meantime, some men of his company coming in, the
bandit ordered them never again to injure in any
manner that person. The ardent zeal of Father
Paul was not satisfied with having gained the
chief, he took occasion to speak of God, and of
His goodness to those poor sinners also ; and our
Lord gave such efficacy to his words, that they
changed the hearts of all. Pierced with contri-
tion, they all asked to confess to him, and thus
Father Paul gathered abundant food from his cha-
rity, and left those poor people comforted.

In Orbetello our Saiut’s friends were expecting
his return and not seeing him appear they believed
him already dead, but when he actually returned,
their consolation was no less than their surprise,
and it was greatly augmented at the sight of the
peace and pardon signed by the bandit, by which
the gentleman, their fellow citizen, was reestab-
lished in tranquillity, and he himself expressed
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great gratitude to Father Panl. To confirm his
new penitents in their holy resolution, Father
Paul used with prudent and industrious charity
to take them with him from one mission to
another. Amongst the converts who faithfully
followed him, as long as the venerable Father
judged it proper, there was one who by an envi-
able death ended his days in the hands of the
servant of God. This man had been a blasphemer,
a homicide, and a scandalous public sinner. The
servant of God being informed of this man’s bad
character, when he was giving a mission at
Vetralla, with great prudence and charity endea-
voured to gain an entrance to his heart, sending
for him, shewing him great marks of affection,
and persuading him to be present at the sermons,
This poor sinner could not resist such marks of
love and charity, and went to the sermons, where
the Divine mercy was waiting for him, and en-
lightened, moved, and penetrated by the efficacy
of the divine word, he made his confession to the
servant of God, after which he was greatly
changed and began to live as a good Christian.
The holy Father, however, who like a skilful
physician knew how greatly his penitent, newly
restored to health, stood in need of preservatives,
and of care to confirm him more strongly in his
holy resolutions, took him with him on his other
missions, and the man, becoming more and more
attached to the charitable and affectionate Father
of his soul, and valuivg most highly his advice
and instructions, continued to lead a good life till
his death. After following Father Paul for some
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time, he went to serve in the public hospital of
Vetralla, where, after greatly edifying the whole
people, by the extreme charity and attention with
which he treated the sick, he fell dangerously ill,
and the servant of God hearing of it went to visit
him, Assoon as the sick man saw him, he cried out
¢ Ah Father, how greatly am I obliged to you!”
And he answered, “To our crucified Lord you
owe all obligations,”” and encouraging him by good
and holy advice to hope in the mercy of our Lord
and in the blood of Jesus Christ, he said * Accept
death willingly for your sins, for thus you will
satisfy for much of the punishment due to them
in Purgatory.” The man comforted by the
servant of God’s words, was inspired with new
confidence to ask pardon of God for his sins, by
means also of Father Paul’s prayers, in which he
greatly trusted, and with the sentiments of a good
Christian, departed to another life,

By his great charity he brought to repentance
a famous bandit, who was afterwards his penitent
for the space of eight years, and led so holy a life,
and with such purity of conscience, that, as F. Paul
said, he did not find in his ordinary confession
necessary matter for absolution. The servant of
God, to confirm him in his holy resolutions, had
ordered him, when he went near any place where
F. Paul was giving a mission, to go to him. He
immediately did so as soon as he received the
notice ; and it was beautiful to see this man,
formerly haughty and ferocious, become obedient
and submissive to F. Paul as a meek lamb. If
it happened that the servant of God was hearing
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women, he placed himself before the confessional
with his arms folded in the form of a cross on his
breast, to the great edification of all the people ;
and he remained so till the venerable missionary
called him, and having heard him in front of the
confessional, sent him away in peace, always
roused to new fervour in the divine service.

It was frequently seen, that many converted by
the servant of God persevered for a number of
years, and others even to the end of their lives
kept up their holy resolutions, arld left at their
death well-grounded hopes of their eternal salva-
tion. Truly might he be considered happy and
fortunate, who on going to hear F. Paul, yielded to
the divine calls; but, on the contrary, he who
continued obstinate and inflexible, not unfre-
quently drew upon himself the divine malediction,
as may be seen in the following instance, besides
many others we have related. At Caparbio, a
man gave scandal by living in sin with a woman
of bad reputation. This man was taken ill at the
very time when the servant of God was giving a
mission in the place. The good missionary used
every effort to make him break these bonds of
death, and forsake sin. He feigned sincere repent-
ance, but, horrible to relate, after seeing the
missionary, he returned to his sins the night
following ; the poor wretch, however, struck by
the omnipotent hand of God, died miserably that
same night. From this dreadful case the servant
of God took occasion to deliver a powerful sermon
on the pains of hell, to the great terror of his
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hearers,' who were moved still more on account
of the fatal occurrence that had taken place.

In giving the spiritual exercises, as well as in
missions, the venerable father lad wonderful
power in converting and arousing souls to fervour,
through the boundless charity of his heart. He
was so often summoned to convents of nuns to
give the spiritual exercises, that he could not
remember the number of times, and in every
place God gave him grace to assist greatly the
souls of His spouses ; and in all the monasteries
where he had $iven the exercises we may truly
say, that he left the good odour of the virtues of
Jesus Christ, for the nuns admired in him a great
zeal, a close union with God, entire detachment
from created things, and a wonderful talent in
the direction of souls. He happily succeeded in
banishing from couvents discord, which, when it
has once gained an entrance iuto those holy
places, is usually more lasting and more danger-
ous. If he found any qiun that had lost the grace
of God, then it was that F. Paul used every
exertion to reconduct that strayed sheep to the
fold of the Good Shepherd. The good Father
would have wished to see in every monastery the
most exact observance, perfect peace, and entire
tranquillity, and to leave the nuns inflamed anew
with the love of their heavenly Spouse; and
through his desire that without any disturbance
they might exactly keep their holy rules, he some-
times obtained of our Lord by his prayers that
they should be miraculously freed from venomous
animals which infested them, which was the case
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with the nuns of Farnese. We have relating to
this a letter from Cardinal Charles Rezzonico, in
which he says to him: *“It would grieve me if
this letter of mine should find you gone, and
unable to console those good nuns, who ask of me
the favour that you may enter their monastery, to
free them from the annoyance they endure from
serpents and vipers, which have gained an entrance
there, for they hope that God would bless the
curse that you would pronounce on these hurtful
reptiles. If this letter should find you at Farnese,
pray console them, for I give you leave to enter
the enclosure.” The servant of God willingly did
what the nuns and their pious protector desired,
and our Lord so visibly showed the effect of His
servant’s prayer, that those reptiles immediately
left the monastery, and from that time, wonderful
to relate, have never again entered its precincts.

Thus we see how the servant of God's charity
was always in motion for the benefit and tran-
quillity of souls ; he was never fatigued, nor ever
thought it necessary to take rest and recreation,
which he said were reserved till after death; and
he gracefully added, that for the dead we say
‘Requiem wternam,’ wishing and asking for them
the desired repose.

The value of souls, considered in the light of
loving faith, in the Heart of our Divine Redeemer,
was the noble source of that great zeal shown by
him for the salvation of those souls; hence le
never dispensed with himself in helping and
relieving them in their spiritual wants, however
great were the labours and difficulties he had to
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suffer, very frequently undertaking fatigues far
above human strength, deriving fresh vigour from
charity. Going once to the royal garrison of
Longone to give a mission, and the ship having
touched land towards evening about half way, the
servant of God, to make his prayers in quiet, and
employ himself without molestation in sweet con-
verse with God, retired to a rock near the sea ;
but as this rock was partly washed with the
waves, his feet slipped and touched the sea, with-
out his falling into it, by a special favour of our
Lord, who preserved him in this danger from
drowning, the sea being very deep in that place :
but as in falling he struck his leg violently against
the rock, he was a good deal bruised and hurt,
F. Paul did not lose courage for this, but, trusting
in God’s providence, continued his journey, and
on arriving at Longone, began his mission with
great fervour. It was wonderful to see, that when
not on the platform, he could neither drag himself
along nor stand, so that he was obliged to lie in
bed, and to lift him up four persons were required ;
yet when the hour for preaching had arrived,
and be was on his feet, as if he did not feel or had
forgotten his pain, he went to the platform, and
preached with his usual energy, efficacy, and fer-
vour, moving with great agility whenever the spirit
of his discourse led him to do so.

As his apostolic zeal was displeasing to those
who are enemies of the light and the truth, some
persons conceived so great a hatred against him,
that they sought his life. In one place he in-
veighed against sin with all his zeal, to hinder the
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offence of God, and courageously deprived some
sinners of the occasion of their poisonous gratifica-
tions; but they, like the delirious patients, who
are furious against the physician that compassion-
ately cures them, in return for an action which
was all charity and love, resolved to destroy the
servant of God; and, almost out of themselves
with hatred and ill-will, gave to him, and to his
brother, F. John Baptist, poison in the soup whick
was their dinner, aud was made of a few beans.
The poor missionaries took it without being made
aware of the circumstance, and, as the poison was
very strong, they would certainly have died, if
God had not by His special protection preserved
them. Our Lord, to whom a life was extremely
dear that was wholly employed in the good of
souls, helped His faithful servants ; they speedily
rejected the poison with the soup, and acknow-
ledging the favour of their preservation from our
Lord by the intercession of ever blessed Mary,
under whose protection they lived, they continued
their holy missions with new courage and fervour.

As a careful merchant profits of every oppor-
tunity of increasing his worldly gains, Father
Paul allowed no time to pass uselessly, in which
he could help his neighbour. His ardent charity
was not confined to the promotion of their spiri-
tual good, by missions and spiritual exercises, but
besides this, his holy zeal exerted itself in labour-
ing for souls on occasions which either presented
themselves or were sought by him, chiefly in
travelling and in paying or receiving necessary
visits. He who does not kuow the true charac-
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teristic of the charity of God’s servants, need only
observe attentively how they behave in adminis-
tering fraternal correction, regarding which Jesus
Christ gives us in His Gospel a special precept ;
for, as correction is in itself a nauseous food to the
palate of our corrupted nature, charity alone can
sweeten and render it pleasing and agreeable, in
order that our poor, sick, and needy neighbour
may not abhor aud reject it with disgust. In this
very occasion our servant of God showed that he
had the true spirit of God, which is sweeter than
honey, ¢ Spiritus meus super mel daleis.”” In
correctiou he did not disguise the evil nor flatter,
but if necessary he made use of fire and sword ; he
knew, however, how to use them with so great
_ discretion and skill, learned in the school of holy
charity, that it was truly admirable. Ile did not
abuse nor terrify; he never allowed himself to be
carried away by passion, but with perfect control
over himself he discreetly mixed together wine
and oil, severity and sweetness, and with wonder-
ful prudence knew so well how to combine rigour
with mildness, that he usually obtained his desir-
ed object. e used words so full of kinduess,
that they manifested a heart full of true affection,
and plainly showed the strong desire he had of
the good of the person corrected, and at the very
time that he was obliged to use some degree of
severity, he accompanied his words with great
marks of charity, and thus gave evidence that he
had no other aim than the spiritual advantage of
his neighbour.

In writing, no less than in speaking, he used
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the same charitable method of correction. Wish-
ing to correct one of his spiritual children, lie thus
writes to her: *“Is it possible that after so many
admonitions you will not mortify yourself, and
be silent in word and writing, whatever I may say
to you? For a penance enter into the Heart of
Jesus; no, rather remain at the door of this great
Heart, and humble yourself, and ask pardon for
so many imperfections and acts of ingratitude,
and then when you have leave enter in, make
yourself little, and afterwards burn and consume
therein, and allow the wind of the Spirit of God
to carry away with it these ashes on high, and
lose them in the immense abyss of the Divinity,
Amen.” Wishing to reprove one of our religious
for a fault, he writes thus: “I know that F. N.
has written to a friend in Orbetello, without hav-
ing the charity to console poor Paul, who has
always loved and esteemed him, and the others
have done the same. I do not know the reason,
unless I attribute it to my sins.” It was his
maxim, that reproofs given with sweetness cure
and heal every wound ; on the contrary, those
given harshly, in place of curing one, make ten
more, and so greatly had he at heart this most
just sentiment, that he desired that the exhorta-
tions given to a religious family should be made
with all sweetness and mildness. ** I have heard,”
he writes to a superior, ““that your reverence in
the examinations and chapters makes very strong
exclamations, as if you were giving a mission to
a parcel of whiskered and mustachoed geutry, but,
dear Father Rector, why do you doso? I praise
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your zeal, and I know that it springs from a strong
wish for observance, but the truth is, that our re-
ligious are very good, therefore there is no need of
such exclamations....Work with sweetness, speak
with peace of mind, do not force your voice, and be-
lieve me that it will strike more, and will do more
good, and the religious will be better satisfied.”
If those who were corrected humbled them-
selves, and acknowledged their faults, his tender
heart could not resist this, at the same moment,
like a tender mother, he embraced them, and
pardoned every fault. Many facts might be ad-
duced in proof of his well-known charity ; some
few, however, will suffice for the reader’s edifica-
tion. A lay-brother had gone to the Retreat of
St. Angelo, to pass to another retreat, where
Father Paul destined him to be of the commu-
nity ; the poor brother showed a repugnance to
this change, and the servant of God, koowing it,
showed displeasure at the want of virtue of this
religious ; he corrected him, but after the correc-
tion returned to his room quite in affliction.
Another religious seeing the good Father’s sorrow,
endeavoured to show this brother his duty, per-
suade him to go and ask pardon of his fault from
the servant of God, and manifest a willingness to
obey. Enlightened and convinced, the brother
who had formerly been obedient went to Father
Paul’s room, and cast himself on his knees. The
servant of God, on seeing him in this humble pos-
ture, immediately embraced him, and said with
great affection, ““Oh, my dear brother, I have
always desired your good ;”” and after exhorting
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him to obedience with great compassion and
charity, dismissed him consoled and satisfied.

One of our religious had committed a serious
fault, for which he merited expulsion from the
congregation. Father Panl admonished him with
so much charity, that the religious, overcome by
his milduess, acknowledged his error, sincerely
detested it, voluntarily submitted to the penance
imposed, and amended his conduct to the general
satisfaction,

We may say that it became quite impossible for
Father Paul to use severity when he saw the reli-
gious humbled, and penitent for their faults. One
day some students, reproved for some fault by the
good Father, knelt down, and he then, all joy and
serenity, said to them with a smile, * Ok, now,
who could scold you? What do you wish me to
do ? rise up, for you have conquered me ;” and
with his usual cheerfulness he remained convers-
ing with them, like a most affectionate father.

Even when serious faults were in question, who-
ever humbled himself and repented from his
heart, was sure to obtain pardon. See how he
writes on one of these occasions. ¢ I have just
read Father N.’s letter, in which he greatly hum-
bles himself ; believe me, he moves me to compas-
sion, and if he speaks truly, he desires to amend.
Ah! the Divine Shepherd secks and seeks again
for the poor sheep! let us console Him by nursing
it, that it may be cured, and may not separate
itself from His fold of this congregation ; if after-
wards nothing else can be done, patience! sibiim-
putet’...In another, with the same kindness, he
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says: ‘“Brother N. greatly moves me, he seems
very penitent ; he says he should be damned if he
went back to the world ; he weeps and sighs; I
intended to take of his habit, but in the end he
has conquered me. He appears very resolute,
and it seems to me to be saving a sheep from the
jaws of the infernal dragon.” Thus he behaved
to those who humbled themselves, and he desired
that all the superiors should use the same sweet
and persuasive method. My dearly beloved
father,” he writes to a rector, * I have read your
letter to my great edification and cousolation, re-
joicing greatly in the mercy which our good God
continues to show to your soul. I hope your
reverence will attend, and will commission one of
the religious also, to watch the goings on of Fa-
ther N., that all things may he provided for. It
is true he makes great efforts to do good, notwith-
standing the habits he has contracted in the
world, and this is a reason that ought to excite
in us greater compassion, aud lead us to promote
his eternal salvation, and be satisfied if he ob-
serves our holy rules, saltem, in the essentials, and
when he does fail, to look on him compassionately,
and correct him with the greatest charity, giving
him the necessary remedies, both in the chapter
of faults and elsewhere. If we succeed in co-
operating to his salvation, what a great gain!
what great glory for God!” Thus he speaks and
writes who possesses true zeal, who nourishes in
his heart the flame of charity, and who preserves
an even and discreet judgment, not disturbed nor
fantastical. It sufficed to make him change his
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language, that he should be informed of the
reason of an action, and the correction was then
changed into compassion and tenderness; and
sometimes he gave it up that he might not give
occasion to the least virthous to fall into some
greater fault, imitating the conduct of our Blessed
Saviour, of whom it is written in the Holy Gos-
pel, “ Arundinem quassatum non confringet, et
linum fumigans non extinguet.” (Matt. xii. 20.)

As all human minds usually desire to be treated
with consideration and delicacy, the servant of
God adhered to the same rule of berignity and
kindness, when he had to correct secular persons,
and God blessed his words, which had wonderful
efficacy. Father Paul was giving a mission in a
place, where, as usual, he chose four principal
persons, who had the charge of pacifying those
who were at variance, but after a few days he
was told that one of these deputed peace-makers
was completely separated from his wife, even in
residence. He wisely waited till this gentleman
came to his house, to speak of things relating to
his office, and then taking him aside, said to him,
““How is this ? I have deputed you to make holy
peace, and I know that you live separated from
your wife !” With all sweetness he then exhort-
ed him to join her, but the gentleman sighing
most deeply, answered : “Ah, father, it is true,
but I have a good reason, for I found my wife
almost ‘in flagranti crimine.’”” The servant of
God answered: * Perhaps you were mistaken and
deceived by appearances;’” and sought by the
strongest persuasions, and most prudent means,
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to induce him to be united again with his wife,
but this man was not then in a state to see clear-
ly, and understand the force of the reasons; so
that the servant of God did not gain his object,
seeing that he could not then overcome his obsti-
nacy, he wisely ended the interview, and in the
meantime recommended the affair to God. After
the mission, as the bishop wished Father Paul to
give the exercises to the nuns, he was often visit-
ed during his stay in the monastery by that gen-
tleman, who, for the sake of having him in his
own house, invited him one day to dinner. The
servant of God, who did not lose sight of his
object, with great fervour replied : ““ What! am I
to go to your house, where holy peace does not
exist, when the holy Gospel requires that before
anything else peace should be proclaimed and
procured in the house we enter, primum dicite
pax huic domui ; that shall never be.” Touched
and penetrated by these few words, the gentleman
begged him to go, as he would do all he required.
The servant of God answered: “ If you promise
to be reconciled to your wife I will come.” He
promised that he would willingly doit. <« Well,
then,” said Father Paul, I will come to-morrow
to dine with you, but remember that to-morrow is
the first day of the nuptials, that is, a day of
special beunediction.” The following day, after
thus disposing the mind of the offended husband,
judging it necessary to exhort the wife to perform
those acts of humiliation and virtuous submission
that would show her sincere repentaunce, he went
a little before dinner-time to the house to which
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he was invited, and finding a good opportunity
of speaking to the lady, charitably showed her
how she should behave to pacify the mind and
regain the affection of her husband, and he hinted
to her that with all humility she should ask
pardon for her fanlt. The husband being come
home, near the dinner hour, his wife presented
herself to him humble and penitent, knelt down
and asked his pardon. But, as humility always
obtains more than it asks, the husband, overcome
by this action of his wife, also knelt, and begged
her to pardon him. Father Paul, comforted to
see this couple reconciled, told them they must
imagine this to be the first day of their marriage,
and blessed them, entreating the Divine Goodness
to coufirm this blessing. After this followed
dinner, which truly might be called a banquet of
peace and charity ; and, as our Divine Redeemer
in assisting at.the nuptial feast of Cana in Galilee,
carried thither with His Divine Presence all the
most precious blessings, so He caused His servant
to leave in that house a lasting peace, which is the
most desirable of benefits, assisting and animating
him for the purpose with a special grace; for, as
the enlightened man of God himself said, ‘* It is
very difficult, without a special grace from God,
to settle such disagreements between man and
wife.”

And he had also the same special assistance
in those corrections, that with holy liberty and
warmth he gave to different persons, who, though
freely and severely reproved, did not shew the
least displeasure at the sincerity and charity of
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the servant of God, but took in good part, what,
had it proceeded from another mouth, would have
perhaps greatly exasperated them. Ho perceived
once that a married lady, who was speaking to
him was not sufficiently covered, having on this
occasion been led away rather by the reigning
bad fashion than by a bad intention, for she was
most virtuous; the servant of God did not fail to
represent to her how great an evil it was, that in
future she might guard against it, and appear in
public adorned with chastity and modesty, as is
becoming in a Christian woman. The lady with
perfect docility listened to the good Father, and,
following his orders, was afterwards a model of
Christian modesty.

If ecclesiastics that gave disedification came
to him he endeavoured first with respect and
affection to gain their hearts, and then freely
reproved them. In fact, these corrections had a
good effect, and one person who had been thus
corrected by the servant of God had such respect
for him, that he feared to enter his room if he
was not dressed very modestly, and in a man-
ner becoming his state, And another, perhaps
because he had been reproved by the good Father
for some fault that he had not discovered to him,
said, that before entering Father Paul’s room, it
was necessary to go to confession. Nor did he
think, that because persons were of noble con-
dition and great consideration, they might be
deprived of such charitable help, of which they
often stand in greater need, as they find few who
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have courage to give it them, by a wise and
Christian correction.

When Father Paul was staying in the Hospital
of San Crocifisso, near St. John Lateran, a
prince went to visit him, to whom the servant of
God, with that energy peculiar to him when there
was question of saving souls from danger, spoke
on the abuse of modern conversations, and as
words animated by true zeal carry with them
clearly the affectionate impulse of holy charity,
the good Prince was not offended by the servant
of God’s discourse, nor displeased with his liberty
and sincere zeal, and on leaving his room shewed
himself so greatly edified by him, that he said to
the religious, his companion, “Truly, Father Paul
is a saint.” The Church of God militant on earth
holds a loving communication of holy charity with
the souls of the faithful departed, suffering in
purgatory ; therefore, good Christians try as
much as possible to assist by prayers, sacrifices,
alms, acts of mortification, the holy souls in pur-
gatory. Father Paul was most feeling for these
blessed souls, and had an extreme compassion for
them. He fervently exhorted all, and especially
his children, to help them with great earnestness.
In the rules written for his congregation, he ex-
presses a desire that all should help those poor
souls in every possible way, that they might soon
enjoy the Beatific Vision of God ; and he remind
them, that the Divine Goodness will dispose that
we also, after death, shall be helped with charita-
ble suffrages, if in life we take care to assist those
souls that suffer so much. He practised the first
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what he taught others, and to relieve those blessed
souls, offered sacrifices, prayers, and penances,
and passed good part of the night in watching for
their benefit. The Divine Goodness, who desired
to free many of these souls from their terrible suf-
ferings, 'and crown with merits the charity of His
servant, ‘allowed them very frequently to appear
to him, at night, with a melancholy appearance,
asking, in a piteous tone, for help and relief.
The pious reader can imagine how greatly his
tender heart was moved by such visits and re.
quests, and how diligeutly he employed himself to
free those chosen souls quickly from their suffer-
ings. Amongst the apparitions witnessed by the
servant of God, I will relate one for the general
edification, which appears to me very instructive.
Father Paul ‘was the friend of a secular priest,
who having been frequently warned by him to
correct some considerable faults, had not taken
due care to‘follow the advice and reform his life
as fully as God required. The priest ‘died, and
one night when Father Paul had gone to rest,
he heard a great noise close to his room. He was
at first alarmed, as is usual in visions that pro-
ceed from good spirits, asked who it was, and that
instant heard the door open, and 'a voice reply
that it was that priest his friend who was just
dead, and who 'was in purgatory. His fear van-
ished at this answer, and at the sight of a soul
dear to God, as was this, Father Paul asked him
why he was condemned to those sufferings ? -And
he replied, rbecause he ‘had not profited as he
ought by the advice he had received from him,
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and had not corrected those faults which now de-
prived him of the vision of God ; and then, speak-
ing of his sufferings, said, ** Ob, how terrible they
are!” and asked how long he had been suffering
them. Father Paul asked him if he knew at what
hour previously he died, and hearing it, took the
alaram, and counting up, told him not more than
half an hour. This suffering soul was greatly as-
tonished at this news, believing that it had been
already in Purgatory a long time, so severe and
painful are those torments. Aud in proportion
therefore, God’s servants, who have strong senti-
ments of compassion and charity, show pity for
them, and a strong desire to relieve them.

CHAPTER XV.

OF THE SERVANT OF GOD’S CHARITY EXERCISED IN
BEHALF OF THOSE WHO WERE OPPOSED TO HIM.

Firg, when it is well lighted up, is not easily
extinguished by water thrown on it, nor by the
wind ; and charity, when it is strong, ardent, and
generous, does not grow cold, but derives fresh
vigour from ingratitude calumny and, persecution ;
‘Aqua multee non potueruut extinguere charita-
tem ;' and such precisely was the charity of the
servant of God, resisting the trials of great labours
and adversities. He was not called, without parti-
cular inspiration, Paul of the Cross, because he was
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to suffer much, and render himself worthy of a
name 80 respectable and honourable for a Chris-
tian. Men took their part in afflicting the poor
servant of God, and with a good intention, as he
said, gave him occasion of merit, and, as it were,
by repeated blows, made of him a noble statue
worthy to be placed in the Divine Sanctuary ; for
he, with great fortitude, suffered all for the love
of God ; and to all those who ill-treated, vexed, or
grieved him in any way, Father Paul offered
always in return, just the same proportion of
affection and charity. As, from his youth, as we
have noticed elsewhere, he had worn a rustic and
contemptible habit, and thus covered, rather than
clothed, walked barefooted and bareheaded, world-
lings seeing that penance which in itself was
so edifying and truly’ marvellous, understanding
little of the guidance of the Spirit of God, easily
imagined that it had either been imposed upon
him for some enormous crime, or that this mode
of life had been undertaken by him through an
extravagant caprice, directed by no rule of wis-
dom ; therefore, they took occasion to abuse and
deride him, and sometimes even to throw stones
at him ; and God’s servant, as if he had become,
for His love, insensible to contempt, and dumb,
that he might not complain of it, with humility
and peace kept silence, and, recollected in himself,
prayed for those who injured him, putting thus in
practice, with great devotion, the advice contained
in the Gospel: ‘Orate pro persequentibus, et
calumniantibus vos.’

How he behaved on many other occasions, dif-
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ficult and dangerous, for a weak degree of virtue,
we have already seen in the course of this life, in
various places, where we have spoken of many and
great troubles, and very heavy injuries, borne with
great patience and tranquillity of heart, by the
servant of God. And as we avoid repetition, we
will merely relate some other acts of singular cha-
rity, joined with great patience, under illtreat-
ment.

The first time that he went to Civita Vecchia,
though by some he was received charitably, and
during the time of his Lent was provided daily
with three loaves, as we have said, he found,
nevertheless, on this occasion, persons to exercise

" him in patience ; for on going one evening, after
Lent, to pray in a Church, he was driven from it
in a very insulting manner, with words as abusive
as if he had been the vilest and most infamous
man in the world ; he never opened his mouth,
but recollected in himself, with great humility left
the Church, recommending to our Lord those who
thus insulted him.

Another time, at the baths of Vignoue, he was
loaded with abuse, and greatly insulted. To such
bad treatment the servant of God offered no an-
swer but patience, humility, and sweetness, kneel-
ing down at once before the person who insulted
him, and interiorly recommending him entirely to
God, without saying a word in his own defence.

When he was advanced in years a letter in angry
and bitter language was written to him by a per-
sou who wrongly thought himself aggrieved by
Father Paul. The servant of God, full of that
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charity which is discreet and mild, said cordi-
ally to his companion, “I compassionate him ;”
and to tranquillize this person’s heart, and con-
vince him of the truth, he caused a letter to be
written to him, in which his prudence appeared no
Jess visible than his zeal, and the sweetness of his
charity. The anger of this man was not appeased
by the servant of God’s reply ; but by another let-
ter in the same tone, he again attacked the virtue
of the good Father, who judged it expedient to
offer no other justification, but in silence suffered
all with great patience, and trusting, by God’s
grace, to gain the person who showed such irrita-
tion, said to the same companion, ¢ He will be
pacified, you will see.” So it wasin effect, for
seeing the truth, and repenting of his anger, he
wrote letters of great humiliation, and came in
person to ask pardon. Father Paul tenderly em-
braced him, and expressed most true and cordial
affection for him ; and he became so attached to
the servant of God, and to the congregation,
that he was afterwards one of our kindest bene-
factors. ,He had need of greater virtue to
bear the unmerited reproofs of a great person-
age. The Cardinal Bishop of Viterbo, preju-
diced by reports against cur saint, showed him.-
self, from the commencement of his Episcopate,
little inclined to favour him ; and wished to send
visitors to the Retreat of St Angelo, to make the
visitation there. Father Marco Aurelio, of the
Most Holy Sacrament, who was then Superior
there, showed, with all humility and respect, that,
by the Brief of Benedict XIV., we were exempted
from such visits ; and as he had not the Brief at
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hand, sent meanwhile to the servant of God, who
was giving a Mission in Porto, for the Pontifical
Brief, to show to his Eminence. This did not suf-
fice to change the mind of thatPrelate, who, judg-
ing that he had a right to make the visitation,
desired that his resolution should be carried into
execution. The servant of God having returned
to the Retreat from the Missions, went the follow-
ing day to Viterbo, fo see his Eminence, and at
the same time show him the real truth; but
as it easily happens that pious and enlightened
persons of the best intentions, are deceived in
forming an opinion of others’ virtue, and come
without reason to an unjust conclusion, which
is so much the more difficult to remove, as their
zeal is more lively and active, the Lord Car-
dinal, justead of yielding to the reasons, and con-
descending to the humble entreaties of the servant
of God, treated him in a very harsh and abusive
manner, saying he was proud, a hypocrite, and the
like ; to which Father Paul, without showing any
resentment, answered only by words of humility,
seeking to tranquillize the angry mind of the Bishop
without success, so thdt he departed from the
audience, very much humbled, it is true, but with
a tranquil and peaceful heart, as if he had been
kindly received ; and in going out said confiden-
tially to Count Peter Brugiotti, who had accom-
panied him to the Cardinal * Let us commend the
Lord Cardinal to God, for his life will be very
short,”” as the fact proved, for he died in a few
months. The servant of God returned the same
evening to the Retreat of St. Angelo, and in giv-
ing to the Religious the usual blessing before
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reciting the holy Rosary, ordered, but as a wit-
ness attests, with the greatest energy, that we
should recommend the Cardinal Bishop to God ;
from which it was easily known by those who
understood well the maxims of Christianity so
faithfully and generously practised by Father
Paul, that he had been badly received, and worse
treated.

Father Paul behaved in the same manner to
those who spoke ill of him, and of the Congrega-
tion. He knew very well that some Religious of
a highly respectable Order threw discredit upon
him, and said openly, that he was a hypocrite, and
that he did not practise what he had laid down in
the Rules. He knew that they opposed with all
their power the establishment of the Congregation,
and took every means to hinder its progress;
nevertheless, if such Religious happened to come
to our Retreat, as they sometimes did, he ordered
them to be treated with every kinduess, made
them sit in the most honourable place in the
Refectory, and showed them a thousand attentions
and acts of kindness.

As calamny has power to disturb the mind of
even wise men, who not unfrequently, under pre-
tence of a necessary justification, give vent to
their resentment, and as it may be called the
test to try the fine gold of charity, by this
precisely the measure of Father Paul’s cha-
rity was better known ; for to calumny, when not
obliged to justify himself, he offered no reply but
holy prayer. Being ouce unjustly accused by oue
of his enemies, the servant of God, without excus-
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ing or justifying himself, abandoning all to God,
said, “I am now under an obligation to recom-
mend them specially to our Lord ;> and as if he
who had calumniated him, merited from him a
special kindness, he invariably prayed particularly
for any one who had thus persecuted him.

The most acute and painful wounds to a Father’s
heart, are those that he receives from his own
children ; and it is a real triumph of charity to
overcome, with the same degree of affection and
kindness, their ingratitude and evil dispositions.
The venerable Founder had even occasions of
this kind to signalize his charity, for he had, and
always manifested, a strong desire of benefiting
those, who, after being brought up with such difii-
culty, abandoned him, and left the Congregation.
Though he was greatly displeased, he treated them
with extreme goodness. He ordered that they
should have refreshments before they left; he
gave them what was necessary to clothe them as
seculars, according to the condition of each, and
with a Father’s care not only gave them money,
but also some provisions, that they might travel
home, or whithersoever they were going, comforta-
bly. It seemed, indeed, that to obtain some great
favour from the servant of God, it sufficed to
have offended or displeased him.

A certain lady had, without any reason, declared
herself offended, because a nephew of hers had
entered our Congregation, and allowing herself to
be carried away by passion, had on different occa-
sions, by words and deeds, shown the aversion
and great hatred she had conceived against the

N
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whole Congregation, and especially tho venerable
Founder. Being taken ill, and seeing death at
hand, she earnestly begged to be visited by
Father Paul, who was then in the place. The
Archpriest of that place, who was asked to speak
to Father Paul, feared to meet at least with some
reluctance, so great were the injuries the servant
of God bad received ; but scarcely had he opened
his mouth, than he saw with his own eyes the
kind of revenge that the saints take ; without the
least difficulty, without saying a word about what
had passed, as if he did not remember it, he
hastened to perform this charitable act, and spoke
to the sick lady with words animated by such
ardent charity, that she received from them the
greatest comfort, and thus consoled by finding se
much spiritual sweetness in the servant of God,
she tranquilly expired a few days later.

But the charity of the servant of God was
never so clearly proved to be great and heroic
as at the time when he went to Rome, to obtain
the approbation of his rules. In a lonely street,
he met a certain religious, who had entirely lost
the spirit of his vocation ; and this man having
become, without having received from the servant
of God any provocation, fierce and inhuman,
began to ill-treat him most shamefully, and taking
occasion from the servant of God’s meekness to be
more enraged in place of being softened, rushed
upon him, threw him on the ground, struck him
without remorse, and even went so far as to
trample upon him, without any sign of resent-
ment on the part of the venerable Father. The
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patient man, after receiving these insults, which,
as one brought up in the school of the suffering
Jesus, he regarded as precious gifts, went soon
after to call upon Don Francis Casalini, a worthy
priest, his friend, and by this friend, who per-
ceived him to be more thoughtful than usual, he
was asked what he was thinking about. Without
speaking of the affront he had received, he
answered, that he was most deeply afflicted on
account of an act committed by a religions man,
by which he had unfortunately put himself into
a dreadful condition, and into great danger of
eternal perdition, adding, that he must not fail to
pray to God for that poor soul as he himself did,
that our Lord would enlighten his mind, and
change his heart, that he might not perish eter-
nally, After words of so great charity, F. Paul
sald nothing about the person that bad insulted
him, but Don Francis afterwards heard of the
shameful treatment that the humble servant of
God had received from that religious. Thus
F. Panl returned to those who offended him good
for evil with such cordiality, that he could say
sincerely, and he several times repeated it, that
he loved all in God, and that in his poor prayers,
.he prayed first for others and then for himself,
and daily prayed specially for two kinds of per-
sons ; first, for those who had greatly offended
him, and secondly, for those who had left the
Congregation.

The same sentiments are more clearly expressed
in his letters, in which thevenerable servant of
God opened his whole heart with holy confidence.



74 B. PAUL OF THE CROSS.

“I have returned,” he writes, “from the holy
missions, loaded with precious mortifications. The
devils persecute me with fury, and men with a
good-will, as I wish to believe. It is enough, we
must pray much, for tempests rise on every side,
and many coutrary winds are blowing. Blessed
be God.” ¢ My necessities,” he says in another
letter, ““are very great, especially in the present
circumstances, when storms and great persecu-
tions have arisen against our poor Congregation.
I believe, however, that everything happens with
the good intention of him whom the Divine Majesty
allows to afflict us.

*“ Be not afflicted,” he writes to a devout soul,
“to see me despised and slighted, for this happens
by God's permission to humble me, and I rejoice
at it. I do not know what the Lord Bishop may
have done in this way, I know well that I have
laboured for years past in his diocese, and was
very near losing my life there; but the poor
Bishop is to be pitied, for persecutors and calum-
niators have not been wanting, especially since
the foundation of the Retreat has been spoken of.
Blessed be God—this does not grieve me. 1 was
intending to write you a letter, but afterwards
thought it better not to do so. It is better to
leave to Almighty God my justification, especially
as I do not know your sentiments ; and when you
last wrote to me, you addressed me in very cordial
terms, for which I feel greatly obliged to you.”

«“1 compassionate the mistake of N. (writes the
Ven. Father), but 1 regret the offence he has
committed against the Divine Majesty. May God
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pardon him ; as for me, he has no cause for
affliction, for I love him as before.”

The precious treasure that he had found hidden
under the thorns of persecutions and labours, and
with which, by God’s grace, he had so greatly
enriched himself, he desired to make known also
to others, and especially to his Congregation, and
those persons whom he directed, that they might
also become rich ; he wrote to them, therefore, as
follows : “Keep up that love which you feel for
holy poverty, and as for the alms you gave to
that religious who bestowed upon you the glorious
cross of injuries, you have done well.” ¢ Value
the friend who tries you,” he writes to a devout
soul, ¢ as a treasure.” And again: ‘ You must
esteem that person more than a precious treasure,
and look upon her in the Divine Will with an
affectionate eye, as the person of whom the Sover-
eign Good makes use to fabricate in your soul a
robe adorned with flowers of gold and precious
gems, which are holy virtues, especially patience,
silence, and the most holy meekness of Jesus.
Ob, how much I am pleased with this fine oppor-
tunity! It is enough—never defend yourself—
never speak ; but if you say anything, let it be
something in her excuse and honour; and when
you pass her, bow your head reverently, as if you
were passing an instrument ¢f God’s loving hand.
The most certain part is to be silent under all,
after the example of Jesus Christ. If you do not
receive what is necessary, rejoice and say, ¢ Oh
how well I am treated by this dear friend and
mistress;’ but say it from your heart. Jesus
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will Himself feed you with an invisible food,
which will strengthen you more than corraptible
meat.”

“Seek,” he says elsewhere, “for such occasions of
assisting your accusers and of benefiting them as
much as you can, with greater eagerness than
'others go to seck for pearls and diamonds,”

As he knew well, and by the light of prayer
more clearly understood, that charity cannot exist
where the actions of others are curiously watched
and censured, and their failings discovered, he
recommended and desired that no one should
observe the defects of others, unless obliged to it
by his office, but that each one should think of his
own, for thus, said he, charity covers the defects
of our brethren. This man of true charity was
most attentive whenever the reputation of another
was concerned, and every one might believe and
be sure, that wherever F. Paul was present, he
had a loving protector and vigilant guard, who
would defend his reputation and esteem, and take
care of him]behind his back. If in conversa-
tion the defects of others were named, if he knew
it to be detraction, he immediately either turned
the discourse, or found some excuse, and said that
other’s faults ought to be covered with the cloak of
holy charity, and excused, as caused by ignorance
or inadvertence. Finally, he -was a man whose
soul was full of the most sweet and upright spirit
of charity, and as he sincerely wished to help and
please his dear neighbour at all times, he could
not endure that others should .injure or give him
any cause of grief and pain.
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CHAPTER XVI.

OF THE VENERABLE SERVANT OF GOD'S DEYOTION TO
THE SACRED PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST.

Toe entire life of the servant of God, Father
Paul of the Cross, shows clearly that he had
planted in his heart those great words of the
apostle St. Paul: ¢Mihi autem absit gloriari,
nisi in Cruce Domini nostri Jesu Christi, per
quem mihi mundus crucifixus est, et ego mundo ;’
or we should rather say, the merciful hand of God
had imprinted them there. He had always a
most ardent desire to conform his life to that of
Jesus crucified, and to awake in the faithful the
remembrance of the cross and death of Jesus our
Divine Redeemer. To this tended all the thoughts
of his mind, all the ardent wishes of his heart, all
his actions, his journeys, his spiritual exercises,
his missions. For this same end he instituted,
according to the inspiration God gave him, this
poor and humble congregation of the Passion, that
it might be entirely consecrated to meditate on
the Passion and death of Jesus, and to the invita-
tion of the faithful, to call to mind the torments,
“sorrows, and agony in which the Only Begotten
of the Divine Father was, as it were, drowned and
submerged. Renouncing every remembrance of
the world, to live hidden with Jesus Christ, he
abandoned his family name, to take that of the
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cross, that he might say with the apostle, whose
name he bore, ¢ Mihi autem absit gloriari, nisi in
Cruce ;’ and afterwards awakening in the people
the too often forgotten remembrance of the suffer-
ings of our Saviour; he added with the same:
¢ Predicamus Jesum Crucifixum.” This was all
his learning, and he valued no other science than
the science and the loving knowledge of Jesus
crucified, a science truly profound and sublime,
for in our Blessed Redeemer are hidden all the
treasures of the wisdom and knowledge of God.
¢In quo sunt omues thesauri sapientiz et scientiz
Dei absconditi;’ a science not speculative, barren,
and dry, but fruitful and delicious, bringing the
nourishment of a heavenly life, and of eternal sal-
vation. ¢Si quis per me introlerit, salvabitar.’
God willed that from his youth he should devote
himself to promote the devotion and awaken the
remembrance of the life-giving Passion. By the
direction and command of his bishop, in whose
person he venerated with profound reverence the
person of God Himself, he preached to the people
of Castellazzo, and taught them to meditate on
the sufferings of Jesus, and so greatly moved the
people to compunction, that they burst into sobs
and cries, asking mercy of God, to the astonish-
ment of every one.

When the servant of God began to give mis-
sions in various places to which he was invited by
the ordinaries, every one perceived that he was
burning with the desire of imprinting in the
hearts of all the Passion of Jesus Christ. It would
require his heart and his tongue to express clearly
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the affection with which he himself meditated on
the Passion, and the benefit he drew from it, It
may be said truly, as more than one witness testi-
fies, that no one spoke of it like Father Paul; he
represented the mysteries, either of the Agony in
the Garden, of the insults in the tribunals, of the
barbarous flagellation, or the cruel crucifixion,
in so lively a manner, that he excited an unspeak-
able devotion and tenderness in his hearers, He
never spoke of it without tears of affection and
compassion, which caused all who listened to him
to weep also. So deep was the feeling, and so
sublime the light which he had regarding the
love of the Son of God, in giving His blood and
life for us, that he often repeated, with extraordi-
nary emotion, ‘“A God bound for me! A God
scourged forme! A God dying for me!” and in
uttering these words, it was seen, that having en-
tered into the sanctuary of the Divinity, and into
an immense ocean of Goodness and Perfection, he
was, as it were, entirely absorbed in God, with
astonishment and love. Regarding this subject,
he said one day, “ In the beginning of my conver-
sion, it seemed to me easy to meditate on the
Passion of Jesus Christ, but now when we have
said a God scourged, how can we say anything
more 2"’ Wonderful were the conversions that he
wrought by this means, and in order to effect
them, the man of God would not allow the people
to stop at a certain tenderness of devotion, which
would go no farther than a few tears, but with
that mastery over hearts that God gave him, he ani-
mated them to hope in the Divine Mercy, at the
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sight of so great goodness, so many wounds, so
much blood. IHe burned with love of God, to
correspond to the immense charity of God, who
for us has given His blood and life on an infamous
gibbet, And though in his sermons he frequently
recalled his audience to the sight of Jesus cruci-
fied, nevertheless, to teach this holy devotion with
greater fruit, he made a meditation on the Pas-
sion of Jesus at the end of the sermon; and in
proportion as he had terrified them by the dis-
course, he softened and comforted their hearts by
the meditation, finishing all with fervent acts of
contrition. Towards the end of the mission, he
used to make a special and more solemn comme-
moration of the death of Jesus Christ. ©Oh, it was
on that evening that the good missionary appeared,
through love and sorrowful compassion, entirely
transformed into his beloved Jesus, ¢ qui ex chari-
tate nimia voluit crucifigi;’ and so great an
effect did it have on the audience, that cries of
devotion and weeping were heard to such an ex-
tent, that it might be said, ¢ Magnus erat planc-
tus; et dolebant sicut doleri solet in morte primo-
genitl.” The servant of God ardently desired, and
earnestly begged of our Lord, to die on ene of
these evenings, embracing the crucifix, which
grace was granted him, but in another manner ;
for if he did not die on the platform, whilst he
was meditating on the death of his dear Jesus,
and embracing His holy image, he died embracing
in spirit Jesus, the Man of sorrows, united and
conformed to Him, for he was afllicted in his
whole body, and on the very day of his death
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promoted this holy devotion, as we shall soon
relate. Not only at the time of the missions, but
in giving the spiritual exercises to the people, or
in monasteries, amongst the other meditations,
he daily made one on the passion of Jesus, with
his usnal fervour, and desired nothing more than
to imprint it in the hearts of all. Very often he
made upon it devout discourses to all the com-
munity of the Retreats, where he happened to be,
and his words seemed to pour a new balm of devo-
tion into the hearts of his children, and to light up
a2 new flame of love towards our beloved Redeemer.

In the last two years that he resided in Rome,
at the Retreat of Saints John and Paul, though
often suffering from his iufirmities, he endea.
voured, through his desire of promoting the spirit
of virtue in his religious, to make those devout
discourses which we call examens, accompanied
always with wonderful persuasiveness. It will be,

"1 think, very pleasing and useful, to relate here
the sentiments that proceeded from that blessed
heart, expressed in one of these, as we find it in
the processes.

In 1774, on the 14th of September, on the feast
of the Exaltation of the holy Cross, he made,
though he was indisposed, a discourse to the
whole community, explaining these words of the
Apostle St. Paul : ¢ Nos autem gloriari oportet in
Cruce Domini nostri Jesu Christi;’ and through
the lively desire which he had of imprinting on
the hearts of all those heavenly words, with an
inflamed countenance, and with extraordinary
power, he sought to lead them to live crucified to
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the world, as was specially required by the obliga-
tion of their state and profession. * You, my
sons,” said the affectionate father, “must live
crucified to the world, that is, hate whatever the
world loves ;" as he continued the discourse, his
devotion and love of the cross becoming more and
more inflamed in his beart, he exclaimed, and
often repeated, bathed in tears,  Oh, dear cross !
¢Oh, amaritudo mea amarissima, omnis gratize
plena!’” and so great were the tenderness and
fervour with which he uttered these words, that
lie drew tears from the eyes of all. Desiring to
end his discourse with great fruit, he said, with
deep feeling, and repeated twice: “In order to
obtain this great benefit, I propose to you two
maxims, and imprint them well on your minds ;
the first maxim, never to complain, never to jus-
tify yourselves ; the second maxim, to labour, to
suffer, and be silent ; put these in practice, and
you will be saints.” Then giving us his blessing
with his crucifix, after previously addressing
to our Lord, as if IIe were in this image, a
most tender colloquy, he dismissed us, and we
retired in tears. Thus concludes a witness who
was present: “ As the tongue speaks from the
abundance of the heart, and words are so many
flames of the burning heart, he caused to be felt,
if I may so say, the fervour of his charity, and
the love that he bore to his crucified Redeemer.
In private conversations also, and in spiritual
conferences, the servant of God always inculcated
meditation on the Passion of Jesus Christ; he de-
sired that by this door an entrance should be
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gained to the delicious pastures of the soul, ¢ Ego
sum ostium,’ he repeated with great feeling, ‘ego
sum ostium.” He said that a soul that enters
by this door walks in security; in the Passion
there is no delusion; and again he said, there
is no delusion. He used in his explanations
very apppropriate similitudes, to excite a great
esteem for the sacred mysteries of the Passion.
 Immagine that you are seriously ill; I, who love
you tenderly, come and visit you; after saying a
few words of sympathy and consolation, I should
certainly look at you with compassion, and
through love of you make your sufferings my
own ; thus, when we meditate on the sacred Pas-
sion of Jesus, seeing Him in such affliction, we
ought to compassionate Him, and then, through
love, to remain looking upon Jesus in so great
torments, and through compassionate love, make
1lis sufferings ours.,” **Figure to yourselves,”
lie said on another occasion, “ that you had fallen
iuto a great river, and some one through compas-
sion, threw himself into the water to swim and
save you, what would you say to such goodness ?
More, even more ; imagine further, that on leav-
ing the river, you were attacked by assassins, and
the same person, through his great charity, inter-
posed himself to receive the blows and wounds,
and preserve your life ; what would you do at the
sight of such love ¢ It is certain that you would
make his sufferings your own, that through love
and cofnpassion you would run to counsole him,
and to cure his wounds. Thus it should be
with us, in meditating on Jesus, drowned in a sea
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of sorrows, to save us from the deep ocean of per-
dition, seeing Him all wounded and bruised to give
us life and health, we ought to make His sorrows
ours through compassionate love, to sympathize
with Him in His griefs, and give to Him all our affec-
tions.” Such discourses as these greatly moved
those who heard him, and very often affected them
to tears; and sometimes merely to hear him read
some book, treating on this tender and devout
subject, caused all the hearers to weep, as it hap-
pened even in the refectory, when the good man,
during the time of meals, read according to rule ;
. and then he was so inflamed with love, and read
with such devotion, if the book spoke of the Pas-
sion, that he himself could not restrain his tears,
and the religious who were listening, wept with
him.

As he knew well that the thought of the
Passion of Jesus is for all a strong and invincible
weapon, to defend us from the wounds of our
fierce and implacable enemies, he proposed to all,
and strongly recommended, meditation on the
sacred Passion of Jesus Christ, both to seculars
and religious, to spiritual persons and those en-
gaged in the world, being himself firmly convinced
that whoever thinks on the Passion of Jesus
Christ, keeps far from sin. “ How can it be possi-
ble,” he said, ‘“ to offend a God scourged, a God
crowned with thorns for us, a God nailed to the
cross for us ; and how is it possible, that, think-
ing deeply on these maxims and truths of faith
to-day and to-morrow, we should offend God? It
is not possible. By these sentiments,” he used to
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say, “I have converted the most obstinate sinners,
thieves, and all kind of persons, in whom, when I
hieard their confessions after a course of time, I
could not find matter for absolution, so great had
been their change of life, because they had been
punctual in meditating deeply on the bitter suffer-
ings of Jesus, as I had recommended to them.
He used also to say, condescending with wise dis-
cretion, to those who had not yet tasted the sweet-
ness that is proved in drawing near in spirit to
the sacred wounds of our blessed Saviour, which
are fountains of life and sweetness......* Begin
with a quarter of an hodr in the morning, and
before you leave your room make your prayer ;
you will see that everything will go well with you,
and you will keep far from sin.”

Though he earnestly recommended this prayer
to all, he desired it to be performed especially by
ecclesiastics, whom he reminded that St. Bona-
venture used to say, that “he did not seem to
himself to have fulfilled his duties if on any day
he did not think of the Passion of Jesus Christ.”
To husbands and wives, in order that they might
serve to each other as an example and stimulus
to piety and virtue, and then might in unison
practise it with great fervour, he used to say:
“The most important affair that you have on
hand, is your own soul, therefore, before leaving
your room in the morning, make at least a
quarter of an hour’s prayer on the Life, Passion,
and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. Oh how
greatly does heaven rejoice ; and what delight do
the guardian angels take, to see husband and wife
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making holy prayer together! therefore do mot
omit this pious exercise ;” and to his words he
added such grace and efficacy, that these persons
were quite overcome and excited to fervour, in
practising so useful a recommendation.

As letters are lasting witnesses, that preserve
with perfect fidelity all the words, the expressions,
and sentiments, that, coming from the heart, were
noted by the pen of the servant of God, from
them each one of our readers may gather how
great and continual was the ardour of Father
Paul’s zeal in promoting devotion to the sacred
Passion of our Lord. ¢ Pray” he writes, *for
our poor Congregation, which is always mourning
for the sufferings and death of its Beloved ; and
would to God that there were many great work-
men, who like loud trumpets of the Holy Ghost,
might go and preach all over the world, that there
might not be so many sins......“ We see,” he says
elsewhere, by experience, more and more visibly,
that the most efficacious means of converting even
the most obstinate souls, is the sacred Passion of
Jesus, preached according to the method, which
the infullible and uncreated Divine Goodness has
approved through His Vicar on earth.”

To a devout person, he says: I thank the
Divine Mercy that your soul never departs from
the remembrance of the sufferings of the Leavenly
Spouse ; I wish, however, that you should allow
yourself to be entirely penetrated by the love with
which He has endured them. The short road is,
to lose onrselves wholly in the ocean of these suf-
ferings, since, as the Prophet says, ¢the Passion
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of Jesus is a sea of sorrow and pain’ Ah my
child ! this is a great secret manifested only to the
humble of heart; in this great ocean the soul
fishes for the pearls of the virtues, and makes the
sorrows of her Beloved her own. I feel a strong
confidence that the Spouse will teach you this
divine method of fishing, and He will teach it
you when you are in interior solitude, free from
all imaginations, detached from every earthly
affection, abstracted from every created thing, in
pure faith and holy love.” To a religious man he
writes : *“ Do not doubt that you are ‘in sinu Dei
intus, in the passive way;’ it is a short road to
annihilate and drown oneself in the infinite All,
passing however through the Divine Gate, which
is Christ Crucified ; making His most bitter suffer-
ings our own., Love teaches all things, for the
most bitter Passion is the work of infinite love.”...
And in another letter he says to the same Reli-
gious: *“The point that your Reverence does not
understand, of making through love the sufferings
of our sweet Jesus your own, the Divine Majesty
will make you comprehend when it pleases Him.
This is wholly a divine work. The soul entirely
immersed in pure love, without imaginations, in
pure and naked faith, when it pleases the Supreme
Good, finds herself in a moment immersed in the
ocean of her Saviour’s sufferings, and in a glance
of faith, sees them all without understanding ; for
the Passion of Jesus is entirely the work of love,
and the soul being lost in God, who is charity,
who is all love, feels both grief anud love—for her
spirit is entirely penctrated with a sorro wful love
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and a loving sorrow : Opus Dei, no one fishes here
unless our Lord teaches it. I have explained my-
self very imperfectly, but I have said nothing,
nothing, nothing, nothing; to have nothing, to be
be able to do nothing, to know nothing, and God
will draw from this nothing, the work of His
greater glory.”

“ When our sweet Jesus,” he writes to a spiritual
person, ¢ shall have taken deeper root in your
heart, you will sing, ¢pati et non mori,” or *pati
aut mori,” or even better, ‘nec pati, nec mori,’
but ouly an entire transformation into the Divine
Will. Tove has an unitive power, and makes the
sufferings of its beloved its own. If you feel your-
self wholly penetrated within and without by the
sorrows of your Spouse, rejoice ; but I may say
that this joy takes place in the furnace of Divine
love, because fire, which penetrates even to the
marrow of the bones, transforms the soul into her
beloved, and joining love and grief in a sublime
manner, grief and love make a loving and sorrow-
ful union, so close, that love is no longer distin-
guished from grief, nor grief from love, so that the
loving soul rejoices in her sorrow, and triumphs
in ber sorrowful love, Remain in the knowledge
of your nothingness, and be faithfulin the practice
of holy virtues, and chiefly in imitating our sweet
and patient Jesus, for this is the great aim of pure
love. Never fail to make the sacrifice of holocaust
of your whole self to the Sovereign Good, and this
sacrifice must be made in the fire of divine charity,
kindled in that sacred bundle of myrrh which are
the pains of Jesus; and all this must be done
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with closed doors ; that is, at a distance from every-
thing sensible, in pure and naked faith.”

In another, like a great spiritual master, he
says : “In the time of aridity, arouse your mind
sweetly with Joving acts, and then rest in God,
without feeling Him, and without enjoying Him,
for then the soul more clearly proves her fidelity.
Make a nosegay of the sufferings of Jesus, and
keep it in the bosom of your soul, as I have told
you. Sometimes you may make an affectionate
and sorrowful commemoration of them, speaking
sweetly of them to our Lord: O my dear Jesus,
how swollen, bruised, and defiled with spittle, do I
behold Thy sacred countenance! O my love, I
see Thee all wounds! O my sweet Jesus, how
disjointed are Thy sacred limbs! Ah, what
pains! what sorrows! O my sweetest love! Thoun
art one entire wound. O dear sufferings! Ab,
dear wounds! I will keep you always in my
heart ! ”

As the Venerable Father had always been accus-
tomed to keep before his eyes, whilst he remained in
his room reading, praying, or writing, the devout
representation of our crucified Lord, and to wear
it on his breast whenever he quitted the Retreat,
that he might always bear in mind the sufferings
and death of Jesus, he knew by experience the
great benefit produced by such a practice; he
also recommended it earnestly to others, teaching
them the method of profiting by it. “In the
solitude of your room,” he writes, ‘take the
Crucifix into your hands, kiss the sacred wounds
with great love, beg our Lord to give you a little
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sermon, and then listen to the words of eternal
life that He will speak to your heart—listen to
what the thorns, the nails, and the Divine bloed
will preach. O what a sermon!”

In order that souls which he directed might
find occasion, even from things that conduce the
least to devotion, to call their beloved Redeemer
to mind, he wrote to a person in the world:
“ Wear a string of pearls when you go out if you
like, but when you put it on, remember that Jesus
wore cords and chains round His neck. Wear
this ornament purely to please God, and be con-
founded, saying,—Jesus was bound with ropes and
chains in His Passion, and I wear pearls: teach
this also to your daughters.”

As all suffer either much or little, Father Paul,
in order that each might know the true remedy,
would have wished to make known to all this great
sentence, which he wrote in another letter: “ The
meditation of the Sacred Passion is a precious
balsam that sweetens every sorrow.”

As on the Feasts of the Holy Cross we celebrate
the memory of the triumph gained by our Blessed
Lord in His Sacred Passion, he celebrated these
feasts with extraordinary fervour ; he sang Mass,
gave holy communion to the ecclesiastics and
laics, and performed the whole function with
abundance of tears, and a most tender sentiment
of devotion. He taught to others a very sublime
and devout method for celebrating them with
great fruit. ¢ Aund what are you doing ?" he
writes to a soul of sublime prayer. ¢ Did you
celebrate very solemnly the Feast of the Exalta-
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tion of the Holy Cross which took place the other
day ? You answer yes; but who knows whether
you have well understood me? The feast of the
Cross is celebrated every moment in the interior
temple of the true lovers of our Crucified Lord,
and how is it celebrated 2 I will tell you as well
as I can: do you know how? This feast ig
spiritually celebrated by silent suffering, without
support from any creature; and as feasts are
kept with joy, so the feast of the Cross is kept by
its lovers in suffering silently, with a joyous and
serene countenance, that this feast may be hidden
from creatures, and known only to the Suprems
Geood. In this feast we feed on a delicious ban-
quet, nourishing ourselves in the Divine Will, in
imitation of our Crucified Love. O what sweet
food! This food is seasoned in various ways,
with bodily or spiritual pains, with contradictions,
calumny, and contempt from creatures. Oh, what
a sweet flavour to the palate of the soul which
tastes it in pure faith and holy love, ¢in silentio
et spe!’”

With great fervour of devotion and tender com-
passion he also celebrated the feast of our Blessed
Lady’s Dolours, which are so closely united with
the bitter paius and death of Jesus; and on that
day, opening his heart to a devout person, he says
in a letter: ¢ Friday is the feast of the Dolours of
my blessed sorrowful Mother ; recommend me very
much to her, that her griefs, and the Passion of
my Jesus, may be impressed on my heart, which
I so0 greatly desire ; and I should wish to impriut
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them in the hearts of all, and then the world
would burn with holy love.”

In the feasts and joys of holy Easter, he exulted
with delight in the Resurrection of his Beloved,
but he remembered also the pains He had suffered,
as a most efficacious encouragement to suffer with
Him, and thus merit to rejoice afterwards with
Him. “The great prescription,” he wrote to a
devout soul, ¢ which you desire for keeping Easter
well, is this : resignation to the will of God in all
things ; often to repeat these acts; to behold with
the eye of faith all interior and exterior sufferings
as excellent things, because God wills them ; not
to think of the future, that is, of the pains, suffer-
ings, and other events that fancy puts before us,
but to lose them in the will of God. The pre-
scription goes ou further, and I go to the end :
all sorrows and sufferings must be bruised with
patience and in silence, then a pill is to be made
of them, kneaded with the balsam of the Sacred
Passion of Jesus Christ, swallowed by faith and
love, and digested by the heat of charity.” How-
ever much the servant of God had at heart and
recommended meditation on the Sacred Passion
of Jesus Christ, and to make the sufferings of
Jesus one’s treasure, the wise director left, how-
ever, to souls the holy liberty of following in
prayer that path to which God called them. Ile
thus expresses himself to a pious soul : “I desire
greatly that the Passion of Jesus Christ should be
the subject of your prayer, and that in these
loving colloquies the soul should be immersed in
God, but understand me well, I wish the soul to
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be left free, and that the loving attractions of the
Holy Ghost should be followed ; and therefore I
repeat what I have written-——we must pray, not
according to our way, but in the way of God.
Yes, my child, when the soul rejoices to find her-
self alone with God, with pure and lovmg atten-
tion to God, in pure and lively faith, reposing in
the sweet bosom of her Beloved in the sacred
silence of love, where the soul speaks more to God
by this holy silence than if she actually spoke—in
such a case she must be allowed to remain thus,
and not be disturbed with other exercises, for God
then carries her in His loving arms, and gives her
entrance into Ilis wine-cellars, to drink of that
sweet wine which maketh virgins to spring forth
Oh, what great language is this.” Thus wrote
this wise director, who, however, generally coun-
selled all souls of prayer to enter by means of the
Sacred Passion of Jesus, as the gate, shown to us
by Incarnate Wisdom Himself, to a close union
and sweet conversation with God. In fine, we
may say, that the servaut of God, whether in
preaching, speaking, or writing, always carried
out this great resolution of preaching Jesus Christ,
‘et Hunc crucifixum.” He had Jesus Christ Cru-
cified in his mind, Jesus Christ Crucified on his
tongue, and with Jesus Christ Crucified he began
every action, and even every letter, putting before
each these great words, ‘Jesu Christi Passio,” and
with Jesus Christ Crucified he happily ended all
his undertakings. We may therefore say, that it
was Father Paul’s continual exercise to promote
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and inculcate devotion to the Sacred Passion of
Jesus Christ.

During the last months of his life, though so
weak and exhausted that he could hardly speak,
he made use of the charitable visits paid to him to
speak of Jesus Christ and of His Passion ; and the
very day on which he died, a gentleman of Ravenna
having gone to see him, introduced by a Camaldo-
lese monk, the good old man, though he could not
speak without great difficulty, took in his hand a
small picture of the Crucifixion, and with his
hand and eyes made signs to this gentleman,
wishing him to understaud that we must always
keep the Passion of Jesus before our eyes, and
that he might, as F. Paul wished, preserve the
remembrance of it, he gave him the little picture,
as he was accustomed to do to others on different
occasions. On Friday, which, as every one knows,
is the day of the death of Jesus Christ, the servant
of God was seen to change colour, becoming pale
and livid; the palpitation of his heart was stronger,
sometimes even so vehement, that he seemed to
have scarcely any pulse ; and thus he manifested
evidently what impression the sufferings of Jesus
made on his soul, for even his body participated
in it. When on that day he visited the Via
Crucis, it was easy to see that he accompanied,
with a heart sorrowful and pierced with compas-
sion, his Lord in this journey of pain and sorrow.
During the days of Holy Week, which our mother
the Church consecrates chiefly to meditation aud
grief for the death of our Divine Redeemer, it is
impossible to express in words with what sorrowful
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compassion for Jesus the servant of God was pene-
trated. At the approach of these holy days, he
felt an ardent desire to perform the sacred func-
tions that commemorate the Passion of Jesus
Christ, and though he was suffering violently
from his infirmities, he begged God to grant him
strength “to perform these sacred functions, and
our Lord was pleased to hear him, giving him as
much strength as was necessary to go through
them, though he did not accomplish this without
great difficulty, for the increase of his merit.
When the functions were ended, as if his body
began anew to feel all its weakness, being no
longer sustained by that fervour of devotion which
possessed and supported him during the ceremo-
nies, he was obliged through indisposition to lie
in bed. The spirit of devotion in which he per-
formed these ceremonies was remarkable : when
he blessed the palms, he did it with such feeling,
and such lively faith, that he usually wept, and
his countenance changed. On Maunday Thursday,
he used to make to the whole religious commu-
nity a devout discourse or meditation, which he
did also in Rome the year before his death, with
extraordinary fervour, and a great impression on
all, in preparation for Easter, which he was going
to celebrate with his religious. He spoke with
exceeding great ardour, as if he were sending
forth flames from his burning heart. He often
broke out into great exclamatious, saying, ‘O
goodness ! O charity ! O love of the great Son of
God!” and by these words the hearts of his
hearers were so penetrated, that they wept bitterly
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After the meditation, he asked pardon of all, aud
with such a sentiment of humility, weeping, sigh-
ing, and striking his breast, that the religious
might have believed him to be what he wished to
appear and believed himself to be, a great sinner,
if they had not known him to be a great servant
of God ; therefore, it could not possibly be other-
wise, than that they should be confounded and
touched.

He began mass with an abundance of tears,
even as if his heart were melting away ; and he
continued quite recollected in God, and absorbed
in the sublime mysteries of our holy religion.
‘When he came to the consecration, or to the re-
ception of the Sacred Host, and of the Precious
Blood, he was again all bathed in tears, and his
face became so inflamed that it seemed like a
fire. At the communion of the religious, in ut-
tering these words, ‘ Ecce Agnus Dei,’ so great
were his affection of devotion and his flow of tears,
that words were rather expressed in weeping than
articulated. Sometimes he carried the Sacred
Host in the mysterious procession of Maundy
Thursday, and when he placed it in the sepulchre,
he did nothing but weep ; so that as we have said,
hie completely wetted the humeral veil, and the
corporal on the altar also; after the sacred min-
ister had locked the tabernacle of the holy sepul-
chre, Father Paul took the little key, put it
round his neck with great devotion, tenderly
kissed it, and said, *This is the key that secures
my Treasure, my Good, my God.”

As his soul was plerced with sorrow, his body
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on these occasions was more than ordinarily weak,
he could not even take his usual food, and with
great difficulty swallowed only a little soup. On
Good Friday began again the sighs and tears with
which he accompanied the sacred functions. In
uncovering the crucifix, he showed more than ever
the affection of his heart. It is not possible to
express the feeling with which he went through
this function, whoever has seen it, will know well
what I mean ; with his eyes bathed in tears, his
countenance on fire, and a tone of voice both fal-
tering and touching, he said, ¢ Ecce lignum Cru-
cis.” Lame as he was, he would kneel down, and
made so great an effort that he succeeded, though
with considerable inconvenience to himself, in mak-
ing his adoration, and when he reached the feet of
Jesus crucified, he seemed ready to expire, and
deposit his soul in the wounds of his Beloved.
Returning after the functions to his room, every
one can imagine how deeply imprinted in his soul
he bore the whole course of the iusults, the sor-
rows, and the agony of our Blessed Redeemer.
Oue year when he was suffering more than usual
from the pains that had become habitual to him,
the lay-brother who was his companion persuaded
him to take his food in his room, instead of the
common refectory. He yielded to this wish, but
when the scanty refection that on this day is
given to the communuity, was brought to him, he
wept bitterly, saying, “ What, do you wish me to
eat, dear brother, when I am thinking of the sor-
rows of ever Blessed Mary ! Oh, dear Mother,
what grief was thine in seeing thyself deprived of
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thy dear Son, and in seeing Ilim afterwards dead
in thy arms ! Ah, what a grief to Blessed Mary !
to return to Bethania after burying her beloved
Son! and do you wish me to eat?"’ he repeated,
“when I am thinking of this!”’ and again becom-
ing absorbed in the contemplation of this great
sorrow, he burst into a flood of tears, which pre-
vented him from eating, and exclaimed, ¢ Ob,
dear Mother ! how is it possible for me to eat on
this day ! thou wast so oppressed with grief, and
there was no one to give thee consolation!” he
thus finished with sighs and tears, and with these
holy considerations weut to the secret chapel, to
visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. All these
things occurred almost annually. And though
for a great many years God kept him in a state
of aridity and desolation, like gold in the crucible,
nevertheless, on those days, as if the abundauce
of his desolation and interior communication with
God, eould not all be contained in the superior
part of his soul, the superabundance of it appeared
even exteriorly ; for he was bathed in tears, and
his face was first pale as a corpse, then red and
inflamed, and every now and then he burst into
tears. We find these sentiments of tenderness,
love, and compassion, expressed in a letter written
by him on one of these Loly days.

«“It is not now the time for writing,”™ he
says, “ but for weeping. Jesus is dead to give us
life ; all creatures are in mourning, the sun grows
dark, the earth trembles, rocks are split, the veil
of the temple is rent, my heart only is barder
than a stone. I will say ncthing more than this,



B. PAUL OF THE CROSS. 199

keep close to the poor Mother of the dead Jesus.
By a miracle she does not die, she is entirely
absorbed in the sufferings of Jesus ; imitate her,
ask dear Magdalen, and the well-beloved John
also, what they feel in their hearts. Let the
ocean of the sufferings of Jesus and Mary inun.
date ycur soul. I remain at the foot of the cross,
and thus subscribe myself the crucifier of Jesus
Christ, Paul.”

He used to say in the same sentiments, “ These
are days when even stones weep ; and what! the
High Priest is dead, and must we not weep ? we
could not otherwise have faith! O God!” and in
saying these words, he was pierced with sorrow,
so that an ocular witness, worthy of all credit,
was able to say with truth, that on these days, as
well ason the Fridays destined by the holy Church
to renew in her children the remembrance of the
Passion of Jesus Christ, one must either avoid
going to Father Paul, or go prepared to weep
through devotion in hearing his inflamed dis-
courses. It is not, therefore, astonishing that
our venerable founder did and suffered so much ;
the thought of our Lord’s Passion was a stimulus,
an encouragement, and a most sweet consolation to
him. Listen to the deposition of one of his friends
and benefactors. ‘I remember that, conversing
one day with Father Paul, amazed at the sort of
life he led, I said to him,  How do you manage,
Father Paul, to lead such a life ’ and he replied,
* God has suffered so much for me, it is not much
that I should do something for His love.” And
he has often made me this answer, when I have



200 B. PAUL OF THE CROSS.

put similar questions to him.” Paul had always
his crucified Love in his mind and heart, and from
Him derived constant force and vigour to sustain
him amidst labours, that he might not yield to
cttacks, nor lose courage at the obstacles he en-
countered. He faithfully carried out the loving
designs of Divine Wisdom, and united to his
Divine Redeemer, and affectionately looking on
his Divine Redeemer, he may be said to have led
a life wholly animated by lively faith, love, and
compassion for the Incarnate Word, who has so
greatly loved us, and has suffered so much and so
willingly for our love.

CHAPTER XVII.

OF FATHER PAUL’S EXTRAORDINARY DEVOTION TO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, TO THE ANGELS AND
SAINTS,

Tue great Mother of God, the ever-Blessed
Virgin Mary, may be called the loving protectress
of all religious orders, which are like chosen vine-
yards planted by our Lord’s hand in His Chureb,
and watered most abundantly with the fertile
streams of His grace, according to those words
which are so applicable to her, °posuerunt me
custodem in vineis,” and she well shows by her
maternal affection, and by her powerful protec-
tion, how great care she takes of them, and how
many graces she obtains for these mystical vine-
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yards of the Lord. All religious orders have con-
stantly recognized her as their Mother, and their
Sovereign Protectress, because from her they have
obtained a thousand favours and signal graces.
Some, however, amongst them, acknowledge much
greater obligations to the Queen of Heaven, be-
cause she herself has given them a begiuning,
either by communicating the plan of the institute,
by showing the form of the Labit, or in some other
way, graciously co-operating in their foundation.
This special favour was granted to the little con-
gregation of the poor barefooted Clerks of the
Sacred Passion of Jesus Christ, for the great
Mother of God condescended to appear to Father
Paul, who was chosen by His Divine Majesty for
this work, and to show him the habit of mourning
and of penance, which they were to wear. She
herself, the most loving Mother, called him to lead
a retired and penitential life in the solitude of
Monte Argentaro. She always protected the
congregation, and by msaus of so powerful and
mercifui an advocate, most signal favours and
distinguished graces have been received, from
which the new institute has derived its establish-
ment and its perfection, as we shall soon see.
Father Paul seeing that our sweet Lady acted
towards him as a most tender Mother, endea-
voured to prize highly her affection, and to cor-
respond with it in the best manner he could, not
to be an ungrateful son to so great a benefactress.
All his love, after God, was given to Blessed Mary.
The great desire, the satisfaction and delight of
his heart was to find a means of making to this
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great Lady offerings to honour and please her.
He daily recited the holy Rosary, but with singu-
lar devotion, and he would not omit it, even when
dying. Every year on the 15th of August, he
made her a tribute of that hour of prayer, usually
called the hour of the Rosary, and he made it at
night from seven till eight. Even when ill, and
in bed, he would always continue this holy prac-
tice, and earnestly begged the brother assistant
to call him at that hour, and he made use of the
alarum that he might not make a mistake, so
much did he fear not to be exact in this devout
practice, though he slept very little at night.

All the feasts of the ever-Blessed Virgin were
for him days of the greatest recollection, devotion,
and fervour. He had a particular devotion joiued
to a very devout interior attraction for the feast
of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vir-
gin ; he said several times, “The holy Church
has not declared herself on this point, but I would
give my blood, and sacrifice my life in torments
in defence of it, and if in this manner I did not
become a martyr, I should at least give great
glory to this great Lady, and how happy should I
be could I do so !”

The devout sentiments of his heart on the feast
of the Nativity of the Blessed Mary, may be
known from a letter which he wrote on that occa-
sion. “This great heart of the Infant, Blessed
Mary, which after the heart of Jesus, is the so-
vereign of hearts, has loved, and loves God more:
than all heaven together. I mean more than all
the angels and saints who Liave been, are, or shall
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be, and therefore desire to love God like the heart
of this great Infant, and to do it, cast yourself in
spirit into that bountiful heart, and love the
Sovereign Good with that most pure heart, with
the intention of practising all the virtues she exer-
cised.”

He prepared by novenas of great fervour for
the feasts of the Presentation of the Blessed Vir-
gin in the temple, and of her glorious Assumption
into heaven. He desired that the whole religious
community belonging to the Retreats at Monte
Argentaro, where the church is dedicated to the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin, should make
this novena with him, and he prescribed the plan
of it; the Blessed Sacrament was exposed, and
amongst other prayers, the psalm, ¢ Jubilate Deo
omnis terra, psalmum dicite nowmini ejus,” was
sung, because in that psalm was shown the path
in which God had made him walk, and it comme-
morated also the singular graces he had received
from the Blessed Virgin, who had always assisted
aud protected him. He did all in his power to be
present at this novena in the Retreat of the Pre-
sentation, How often when old and crippled, did
he quit the Retreat of St. Angelo, or of St.
Mary del Cerro, and go through bad reads, and
unfavourable weather, in the montlh of November,
to Monte Argentaro, to celebrate that feast with
greater recollection. Itis not easy to describe with
what devotion and tears he celebrated it; his
lieart seemed to melt like wax before the fire,
through the love he bore to his dear Mother, and
his gratitude towards her. When the feast drew
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near, it seemed to him, through his interior joy
and spiritual cheerfulness, as if the very air de-
rived fresli sweetness, according to the expression
of the Prophet Joel ; ¢Iu illa die stillabunt mon-
tes dulcedinem, et colles fluent lacte.” ¢ The feast
of the presentation, he said himself, before his
death, < was always considered by me, ¢ dies cele-
berrimus, atque sanctissimus.””  On that day
he was penetrated with most tender devotion, and
he used to say, that this holy day was the happy
day and anniversary on which he had said fare-
well to the world ; and on that same day he ar-
dently desired to be for the first time clothed with
the habit of the Passion, and thus offer himself in
the flower of his years to the Divine Majesty, in
imitation of that great Queen, who in offering her-
self in the temple, made of herself a sacrifice so
agreeable to thé heart of God.

He celebrated every year with equal devotion,
the feast of the glorious Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin. He preceded it by a preparation of
forty days, which he called the Lent of our Lady,
During that time he daily recited the whole
Rosary, practised various mortifications, one of
which was to abstain entirely from all kinds of
fruit ; nor would he ever dispense himself from
this rule, however necessary he might feel it to
take fruit, which was perhaps the only food that
suited his stomach.

In the nausea, the weakness and pains from
which he suffered, it is certain that the venerable
Father, always a lover of mortification, sought to
overcome himself even in this, and countradict that
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little natural inclination ; therefore if the Brother
assistant, even out of this time of Lent, gave him
any fruit he seemed to accept it, but through
mortification ate only half or a third part, and
left the rest, with so much natural simplicity that
it did not seem to be mortification but a natural
action. During the Lent of our Lady, he made
a loving offering of all kinds to this great Queen,
and though he felt a great dislike for every other
kind of food and an inclination to vomit, and it
appeared to him, especially in the latter years of
his life when his weakness was greater and his
infirmities more serious, that fruits alone best
suited bis stomach, he would never give up this
devout practice, but willingly deprived himself
of them for the love of the Blessed Virgin. Once
in the year 1767, being scarcely recovered from
a dangerous illuess, and actually suffering from a
tedious convalescence and disgust for food, a
beautiful apple was offered to him which was the
very thing he could best relish, but the servant of
God, always intent on pleasing this Sovereign
Lady, would not even taste it because it was dur-
ing his dear Lent : and as he kuew how to season
his mortifications with cheerfulness, he said,
smiling, to one of the priests who was present:
I am like a famous chief of robbers, who, on a
Wedunesday, would not eat the meat put before
him, because he said he was making the Wednes-
days of St. Anthony, and he had just committed
a homicide.” Thus spoke Father Paul, because
he really thought himself the clief of siuners.
The power of his example in leading others to
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embrace a similar practice of abstinence, may be
inferred from what he himself writes: « It will
suffice, that the abstinence from fruit commences
ou the st of August, for those who wish to keep
it, but all will do it for they greatly love our
sweet Lady and Mother, Mary.” The nine days
immediately preceding the feast, he spent in a
most fervent Novena, adding other exercises of
mortification and penance, recommending their
practice also to all the rest of the Congregation,
since which, they have been introduced into all
the Retreats from the example and counsel of the
venerable Father. On the day of the great foast
or triumph of the Queen of heaven and earth, the
heart of Father Paul was all joy and cheerfulness,
tenderness and devotion towards this great Lady,
and it was easy to see from his exterior, chiefly
in time of Mass, that he would sing as long
as he could, though it cost him no little difficulty
sometimes, since he generally did nothing but
weep through devotion and delight. On that day
he wished the Religious to feel an universal joy ;
he ordered that the food should be better than
usual, and that fruit should be put on the table,
saying, that it was to be eaten through devo-
tion. From some of his letters, written on this
great solemnity, which fortunately have been p.e-
served, we clearly see how great was the fervour
of his devotion ou this day. * The great triumph
of the Blessed Mary is already at hand, but I
have not courage to speak of it. The riches of
this Sovereign Lady are so great, and she is so
deep an ocean of perfection, that the great God
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alone, who has enriched her with such treasures,
can know it. That great wound of love with
which her most pure heart was sweetly pierced
from the first instant of her Immaculate Concep-
tion, increased so much during the course of her
most holy life and penetrated so deeply, that it
caused her blessed soul to quit the body. Thus,
this death from love, more sweet than life itself
put an end to that great sea of dolours which
this great Mother suffered during the course of
her blessed life; not only during the sacred
Passion of Jesus, but also in beholding the many
offences committed by ungrateful men against the
Divine Majesty., Thus we rejoice and exult in
God our Good, in the great triumph of holy
Mary our Queen and Mother, we rejoice that she
is exalted above all the choirs of Angels and
placed at the side of her Divine Son. In the
great and divine Heart of Jesus we may exult in
the glories of Holy Mary, loving her with the
most pure Heart of her Divine Son, and if Jesus
permits it, take flight into the pure heart of
Mary, and congratulate with her, rejoicing that
so many pains and sorrows are ended, and ask
grace to be always swallowed up in the immense
ocean of Divine love, from whence flows that other
sea of the sufferings of Jesus and the dolours of
Mary. Let us be pierced through by these pains,
by these dolours, and let the sword, lance, or dart
be well tempered that the wound of love may be
deeper, for the deeper the wound of love, the
sooner will the prisoner be freed from the dun-
geon, I am an abyss of darkness, and know not
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how to speak of such marvels, He who wishes
most to please our blessed Lady must humble
and annihilate himself the most; for, because
Mary was the most humble of all creatures, she
pleased God more than all by her humility.”

And in another: ““The great feast of the triumph
of our dear mother draws near, O sweet death !
This great queen died through love, a death more
desirable than life. ~Ah, on that blessed day
recommend fervently poor Paul to her. I desire
pothing but to be entirely transformed into the
Divine Will!”” The sweet and merciful Mother of
God used to bestow many gifts upon him, but in
the way best suited to the true friends of her
crucified Son, that is, by obtaining for him occa-
sions of practising patience in tribulations, and
purifying his charity in the midst of sufferings.
Father Paul’s greatest afflictions usually occurred
during these Novenas, or the Lent of our Blessed
Lady ; then he remained in bed, unable to rise,
then he was oppressed by external pains, contra-
dictions, and the most cruel assaults of the devils,
and then he suffered terrible dereliction and tor-
meunting desolation of spirit; hence he, who well
knew this, used to say, ‘“Now we are entering
upon our Blessed Lady’s Lent.”” During the last
years of his life, our loving Mother seemed to
treat him with more sweetness, and to give him
more consolations. In 1769, on the Vigil of the
Assumption, Clement XIV,, of lLioly memory, sent
him word by his own confessor, that the favour he
had asked, of the approbation of the Institute,
and the confirmation of the rules, had been
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granted : in due time the Brief was issued, and
on the Octave of Our Blessed Lady’s Presenta-
tion, the Bull was sent to him. In 1773, on the
Vigil of the Assumption again, the same Pontiff
sent to him the minutes of the Brief, drawn out
as the instrument made for the concession of the
Church and House of SS. Paul and John. Lastly,
in 1775, the servant of God having presented a
supplication for a renewed approbation of the
Institute and rules, to His Holiness Pius VI., the
business was concluded, and the sending forth of
the Bull agreed upon, on the day of the Vigil of
our Blessed Lady’s Assumption ; and from these
new graces the servant of God derived an increase
of love, and great fervour of devotion.

To show his gratitude to the great Mother of
God by perpetual demonstrations of his filial
affection, Father Paul caused several churches to
be dedicated in her honour. The first church
built by the servant of God on Monte Argentaro
was dedicated to our Blessed Lady, under the
title of her Presentation in the Temple ; and to
the great Mother of God, under the same title,
was dedicated the church of the first monastery of
our nuns at Corneto. Two other churches were
dedicated to our Lady of Dolours, Other churches
already built, and dedicated to our Blessed Lady,
and offered to I, Paul, that he might build retreats
for his religious annexed to them, he accepted
very willingly, because the new foundation was
placed under the special protection of his most
loving Mother. Finally, wherever there was our
Blessed Lady’s name, and where there was the

VoL, II.—14.
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most devout remembrance of her, there was
F. Paul the happiest, because, after Jesus, all
his hopes were in his Blessed Mother.

When he was going to make for the first time
the great vow, the distinctive mark of our Congre-
gation, and thus lay, if I may so speak, the first
stone of the Institute, our Lord would not have
him make it elsewhere than in a very devout
chapel, dedicated to our Blessed Lady, where is
venerated a picture of her, painted, it is said, by
St. Luke. For having one day, at the time when
he first came to Rome, entered the church of
St. Mary Major, he felt when before that most
devout picture of our Blessed Lady, venerated in
the Borghese Chapel, a sweet inspiration to make
for the first time a vow to promote in the hearts
of the faithful, *‘devotion to the Sacred Passion of
Jesus Christ, and to endeavour to associate com-
panions in so holy a work, and he did it as if
offering it by the hands of our Blessed Lady,
with the greatest consolation of soul, and confi-
dence of corresponding to it with all fidelity,
being under the protection of the ever Blessed
Virgin, These are all marks of the great devo-
tion he entertained towards his Sovereign Bene-
factress.

Indeed, in order to know his filial affection, it
sufficed only to look at him when he uttered or
heard mentioned the name of holy Mary, for he im-
mediately took off his berettino, and with humility
and special reverence bowed his head, as if he
were actually humbling his heart before the throne
of that Queen, and he wished others to do the
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same when the name of Mary was pronounced,
If afterwards he began to speak, as he often did,
of this great Lady, it is impossible to express the
confidence that his words inspired. He said with
great feeling, * Mary must remedy these things,”
with similar expressions, that indicated not only
his confidence, but also his great love and rever-
ence. In his necessities, besides having recourse
himself with all confidence to his dear Mother, he
requested devout persons to pray also for him,
and exhorted them to do it with lively confidence.
In public, in his sermons, he spoke of her with
the most profound respect, and with unspeakable
joy praised her perfection, and he would have
wished that every one should have shown great
devotion towards her.

The Dolours of Mary, in particular, were most
vividly and profoundly imprinted in his heart.
He always wore round his neck the devout little
habit of our Lady of Sorrows, and in missions
fervently promoted the devotion to her Dolours,
Though he was not in the habit of making pro-
cessions, he sometimes, to increase devotion in the
people towards the sorrows of our dear Lady, took
them in procession to some church where our
Lady of Sorrows is venerated. This he did at
Ischia, the first time he gave a mission there.
With all the people, he went {o visit the Church
of the Servauts of Mary, and on arriving at the
church door, made a very fervent discourse, wept
bitterly, and severely disciplined himself, Com-
punction and tears were genmeral amongst the
people, and from that time sprang up a new
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fervour of filial devotion, and of tender loving com-
passion for our Lady of Sorrows, which remains
even to this day.

To all, generally, he recommended meditation
on the Dolours with great fervour. With the
same zeal with which he promoted the remem-
brance of our Lord’s Passion, he promoted the
devotion to the Dolours ; for, as he said himself,
if we go to the Cross, there is the Mamma ; where
the Mamma is, there is the Son. It was certainly
enough to soften the hardest hearts to hear him
speak of the bitter dolours of Mary. He meditated
and considered them with filial piety, great com-
passion, and devotion. He sometimes imagined
tender dialogues between the loving Mother and
the suffering Son, but with such deep feeling, that
the hearers were dissolved in tears of compassion
and grief. e compared the sufferings of the Son
and the griefs of the Mother to two seas, and said
that we pass from the first to the second. ¢ The
grief of Mary (these are his words) is like the
Mediterranean Sea, for it is written, ¢ Magna est
velut mare contritio tua :* from this sea we pass to
the other boundless sea of the Passion of Jesus, in
whose person David says, ¢ Veniin altitudinem ma-
ris;’ and here the soul enriches herself, and- fishes
up most precious pearls of the virtues of Jesus and
Mary.” With the Passion of Jesus he had always
in his mouth the Dolours of Mary, and said, that
his hopes lay in the Passion of the Son, and in
the sorrows of the Mother. Though he spoke of
them constantly, he always seemed to say some-
thing new, because he always spoke of them with
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new affection, so deeply was he penetrated with
them in his heart. Most frequently when he
spoke thus, he wept bitterly, and changed colour,
becoming first red, then pale ; he then burst forth
into these words, which came from the profoundest
depths of his heart,  Ah, poor Mother! Ah, dear
Mother!” On Good Friday, as we have said,
oppressed by grief, and spiritually drowned in the
bitterness of that great day, he could not even
take food. Often he was heard to say, that
Mary’s greatest sorrow was when she saw her
beloved Son dead in her arms, and saying this, he
cried out, more by tears than words, with the
affection of a truly loving heart, ¢ Oh, grief above
grief | He himself related in reference to this,
that on one occasion, our Blessed Lady was seen
in that most sorrowful act of receiving into her
arms the lacerated body of so dear a Son, and
through her great sorrow and affliction, her face
was like that of one dead. We do not know
precisely who had this vision, but we find it
deposed in the processes, that the servant of God,
speaking one day with a priest, a dear friend of
his, on the Passion of Jesus and the Dolours of
Mary, drew from his sleeve with a countenance
all on fire, as was customary with him when he
felt devotion, a little picture, representing our
Lady of Sorrows, drawn by Cavaliere Conca, who,
being at the same time a skilful and excellent
painter and a good Christian, painted it with
great skill and devotion, at the request of the
servant of God, who begged him to express her
grief as strongly as he could, saying to him:
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“Here, I give it to you because it is not sorrowful
enough—1I have seen her in greater sorrow ;”’ and
with these words gave him the holy picture, which
is iow preserved in the monastery of Mount Carmel,
at Vetralla.

In the last years of his life also, this most mer-
ciful Mother coudescended to show herself to her
faithful servant pierced with grief, as she was at the
time of the most bitter passion of her dear Son ;
for in the retreats of Saints John and Paul, when,
after mass, he was making his thanksgiving in
the room next the little chapel, where he celebra-
ted, she appeared to him with a sword through
her heart, and tears in her eyes; and speaking of
her dolours, gave him so deep a sense of them,
and used words of such tenderness, that they
would even have rent a heart of stone. She
gave him to understand, that her sufferings were
beyond measure terrible and overpowering, from
the ardent love she bore Lo her Son, and the in-
comparable amplitude of her soul, capable of a
sea of sorrows ; the Queen of Sorrows complained
of the false devotion of those who say they are
devout to the Blessed Virgin, and then outrage by
sin her Beloved Son; and with great force and
tenderness exhorted her dear servant to promote,
as he always did, devotion to the sacred Passion of
her Son, and to her dolours. This Mother of
Mercy desiring to help a poor priest, whose soul
was in a wretched condition, manifested to Father
Paul his necessities, and this priest having come
into his presence afterwards, the servant of God,
who saw his interior, said to him with a tone of
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certainty, “You appear to me as ugly as a
devil.” At these words, the priest entering
jnto himself, and acknowledging his dreadful
state, prostrated himself in confusion and grief
at the venerable Father's feet, promising to amend
his life, and thus showed the truth of the appari-
tion of our Lady of Sorrows, who wished to draw
him from the path of perdition. It is not there-
fore surprising that the servant of God, after such
visions, and so deep a perception of the dolours of
the Blessed Virgiu, spoke of them with so much
affection, tenderness, and compassion. As he
knew what a treasure true devotion to our Blessed
Lady is, he ardently desired that his children
should enjoy the abundance of it. He inculcated,
and with great fervour recommended, that they
should be devout to our dear Lady. ¢ Let them
take,” he says in the rules, ““for their chief pro-
tectress, the ever Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of
God, and bear towards her a due devotion ; let
them often call to mind the most bitter sorrows
endured by her during the Passion and death of
Ler dear Son, and let them, by voice and example,
promote in others devotion towards this great
Lady.”

In a special manner he taught them true devo-
tion towards the Mother of holy purity, to preserve
ourselves pure and chaste. ¢ Let them keep,” he
says to his religious in the same rules, * their in-
terior recollected in God, and let them be armed
with a filial and fervent devotion towards the
Mother of God ; let them endeavour to imitate her
sublime virtues, and in so many dangers implore
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her powerful protection.” To engage this loving
Mother to protect us with maternal care, he or-
dered that every night in the Retreats of the en-
tire religious community, before going to rest, the
Rosary and Litanies should be recited, with the
Antiphon, ¢Tota pulchra es, Maria,” that the
day might happily end with an offering to the
Queen of Heaven, of this spiritual crown of flowers,
and that each might go to rest more tranquilly
under her protection. Further, he ordered that
in the noviciate, every day after vespers and spi-
ritual reading, the novices should make a devout
procession through the Retreat, reciting the holy
Rosary, to place thus early under the protection
of the heavenly Queen, these plants yet tender in
piety and a religious life. The servant of God was
delighted when he saw devotion to our Blessed
Lady flourishing amongst us. And that each one
of our religious might be encouraged to recite the
holy Rosary, and have recourse to Mary, by the
treasures of indulgences granted by the Sovereign
Pontiff, he obtained, some weeks before his death,
from Father John Thomas Mary Boxadors, then
general of the illustrious order of Preachers, a
permission to erect in the noviciate the society of
the Rosary, with the faculty for the master of
novices pro tempore, of ascribing all the religious
who might wish to avail themselves of so great a
benefit.

1t was most edifying to see the poor old man in
his last illness, already prostrated, speaking to the
father general with so much vivacity and spiritual
fervour, and showing such sweetness for the good
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of his dear children. On that same occasion, he
said to the Father General, that he left our poor
and little congregation, under the protection of
the order of St. Dominic, so vigilantly gnarded by
our Blessed Lady, and seemed quite delighted to
have had the consolation of speaking to this good
superior, and of commending to him before his
death, the rising Congregatiou of the Passion.
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